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Guest Editorial: Tenney Part of Problem                  

When you feel like you just can’t,
we’re here to help you say

At home, in school and in the community

Keeping Families Together

To learn more, visit 
ican.family or call 
(315) 792-9039

Our team will be happy to 
assist you to see if you qualify 
for our programs and services.

ICAN’s 21 programs provide support to 
individuals and families dealing with social, 
emotional, mental health and behavioral 
challenges – children as well as adults. 

Our staff and extensive network of providers 
work together for YOU – and your family – 
so you have a voice and choice in the care 
you receive.

Taylor Greene. Subsequently, many 
of them received insultingly obscene 
phone calls, many with death threats. 
Our Representative, Claudia Tenney 
voted against the infrastructure bill. 
   A classic case of near disappeared 
political civility is a recent video 
posted on social media by Repre-
sentative Paul Gosar of Arizona, de-
picting himself in an anime cartoon 
video killing Representative Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez and physically 
attacking President Biden. For such 
outrageous behavior, Mr. Gosar was 
rightly censured by Congress. Only 
two Republicans, Liz Cheney and 
Adam Kissinger voted for censure. 
Our Representative, Claudia Tenney 
voted against it. 
  Bob Woodward and Richard Costa 
write in their newly published book 
“Peril” that the January 6 insurrec-
tion was strongly supported by some 
within higher levels of government. 
This is also detailed in the brand 
new book “Betrayal” by Jonathan 
Karl. Both books are thoroughly re-
searched and factual. 

   That most Republicans in Congress 
continue to tacitly support such at-
tacks on the Constitution they have 
sworn to “support and defend …. 
against all enemies, foreign and do-
mestic” and often publicly support 
former President Trump is reprehen-
sible and dangerous for our political 
future. Meanwhile, those who have 
publicly proclaimed their abhor-
rence of the actions of the President 
and voted for his impeachment, Liz 
Cheney of Wyoming and Adam 
Kinzinger of Illinois, have been os-
tracized by the Party leadership and 
stripped of important posts.  
  An open statement to all current or 
potential Congresspersons: Unless 
you openly support a full investiga-
tion of the truth behind the insurrec-
tion of January 6, YOU are part of 
the problem. 
   Unfortunately, Congresswomen 
Claudia Tenney and Elise Stefanik in 
the North Country both fit the latter 
condition and are a huge part of the 
problem. We should vote them out of 
office.
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   Liberal democracy, of which the 
United States was a world leader, 
is under serious attack. The trend is 
strong in formerly democratically 
elected governments such as the 
Philippines, Venezuela, Myanmar, 
Hungary, Poland and Brazil, among 
others.  Anne Applebaum, of the At-
lantic, sums it up as “the bad guys are 
winning.” This follows the playbook 
of China, Russia, Belarus, Syria and 
other firmly entrenched autocrats is 
increasingly common.  
    The United States is perhaps at 
greatest risk, clearly in the early 
stages of a road to autocracy. Such 
things as racism, violence, misogyny 
and serious poverty are long stand-
ing, largely ignored problems which 
must be addressed. Overt insults and 
threats of political violence have in-
creased dramatically. Far too many 
consider it “socially acceptable” 
to publicly threaten political oppo-
nents. Rather than judicious review 
and compromise, we have become 
far too violent and tribal in nature.
   These tendencies gained strength 
under the Trump administration. At-
tacking important institutions and 
largely ignoring Constitutional law 
and obligations of office, corruption, 
accompanied by bullying, have ap-
pallingly become the political norm. 
These trends are similar to Germany 
in the early 1930s as Hitler came to 
power.  
   One example is refusal by some 
to testify under Congressional sub-
poena about the January 6th Insur-
rection under the fig leaf of “presi-
dential privilege.” Such an aversion 
to speaking at all, let alone the truth, 
led to the Department of Justice in-
dicting Steve Bannon for contempt 
of Congress. Congress has the right 
and responsibility to find out the 
truth of who, some in higher levels 
of government, were involved in the 
attempted coup. Our Congressional 
Representative, Congresswoman 
Tenney, voted against the resolution 
to issue a contempt of Congress ci-
tation against Mr. Bannon. A similar 
vote about Mark Meadows may be 
pending. 
   With the passage of the recent In-
frastructure Bill, desperately needed 
and strongly supported by the public, 
many of the thirteen Republicans who 
voted for this bill are being threat-
ened with losing committee and lead-
ership positions. Private numbers of 
these so-called, “traitors” were pub-
licized by Representative Marjorie 

By Roger Chambers
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    April 5, 1987.  A day that will live 
in infamy if you live in the Mohawk 
Valley.  On that date, the Schoha-
rie Creek Bridge on the Thruway 
collapsed killing 10 people after a 
spring noted for high floods and con-
siderable snowmelt.  And six days 
later a large section of the upstream 
Mill Point Bridge collapsed.
   I’m remembering this because yes-
terday we witnessed President Biden 
sign a Historic Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Bill which includes $40 billion 
of new funding for bridge repair, re-
placement, and rehabilitation, which 
is the single largest dedicated bridge 
investment since the construction of 
the interstate highway system.
   The tragedies in April, 1987 would 
never have happened if this bill had 
been on the table at that time.  And 
we can only guess at the number of 
bridges which are catastrophes wait-
ing to happen which will now be 
saved by this landmark legislation.
    Now listen up, readers and voters 
in the Mohawk Valley.  Claudia Ten-
ney, our Representative in the House 
VOTED AGAINST the Infrastruc-
ture Bill.  And here is her rationale (a 
direct quote): “...there is so much in 
this Infrastructure bill about making 
sure that we’re talking about equity. 
We’re talking about racism in infra-
structure...”

Vote her out in 2022.

Judy Jerome
New Hartford

Career Shadowing Day
Letters To The Editor
To Cassandra Haris-Lockwood and 
Natalie Williams, 
   Thank you for the informational 
lesson today. It was interesting to see 
how you all worked in the office and 
got all the processes down. I really 
liked how a lot of the articles were 
based on local news and things you 
were passionate about pertaining to 
the community. I appreciate you tak-
ing time out of your busy schedule to 
mentor us and have us be your shad-
ow today. Everything talked about 
today gave me a better perspective 
on what I want later in life. 
Sincerely, 
Kourtney Hines

To Cassandra Lockwood,
   Thank you so much for the wonder-
ful experience you gave me. At first I 
wasn’t sure about being a journalist, 
but you really helped open my eyes 
for my future. It was so great to see 
how passionate you were about ev-
erything you showed us and talked 
about. In the short amount of time we 
were there, I got to learn so much. It 
was really exciting to see how much 
of a difference a journalist can make. 
Thank you for all that you taught me.
Sincerely,
Morgan Marnzy?

Dear Mrs. Harris-Lockwood,
   The Oneida-Herkimer-Madison 
BOCES School and Business Al-
liance Program and Orinsky High 
School extend sincere thanks for the 
extremely informative career shad-
owing experience that you provided 
November 10th. 
   The information that you shared 
will help our students better under-
stand career possibilities and will be 
useful to them as they plan for their 
futures.
   Again, thank you for your support. 
Your willingness to provide a real-
life look at your job so students can 
make better career decisions is great-
ly appreciated.
Rachel Maiolo,
Career Exploration Specialist 

   Thank you for your insight. You 
were all very nice and kind. I learned 
a lot about what we would do in a 
newspaper. 
Thank you,
Arianna Robinson

Dear Cassandra,
  Thank you so much for your time 
and talking to us today. It was such a 
cool experience to see the radio sta-
tion side of it. I loved hearing about 
your stories and wisdom. I genuinely 
enjoyed spending my time with you. 
Thank you again,
Sofia

To Cassandra Lockwood, 
   Thank you for allowing me to shad  
ow you. It was a really informational 
and interesting experience. It was 
nice to hear your story and receive 
your insight on many different top-
ics.
Thank you again and best of luck,
Amanda Clarey

A KEY TO CONTROLLING OMICRON IS THE AT-HOME TEST
Voting Concerns (ARP) he helped pass through Congress 

and the president signed into law.
   Last week, the Biden administration 
announced its winter plan to beat back 
COVID. The administration will soon 
mandate insurers reimburse Americans 
for purchasing at-home tests. Three fed-
eral departments will issue the guidance 
for this action on Jan. 15. The guidance 
will stipulate that people who buy the 
tests will be able to seek reimbursement 
from their group health plan or health 
insurer and have it covered during the 
public-health emergency, according to 
the Wall Street Journal. The administra-
tion has authority to do this under leg-
islation that Congress passed in March 
that required group health plans and is-
suers to cover diagnostic Covid-19 test-
ing, the Journal reported. 
   In the meantime, Schumer, today, is 
saying that sending a surge of these at-
home tests to New York can once again 
utilize the CHC infrastructure that made 
getting shots in arms successful during 
the earliest days of vaccine availability. 
    The Omicron variant has been de-
tected in 11 states so far, and about 40 
countries. Scientists are also still inves-
tigating the impact of the Omicron vari-
ant, how contagious it is, how easily it 
might spread, and more. Schumer, said 
this is exactly why a surge of at-home 
tests and a campaign to have people use 
them could make all the difference; “We 
have this tool we didn’t have early on—
an at-home test,” said Schumer. “It’s one 
of the keys to keeping this recovery go-
ing, and we ought to use them.”
    According to the WHO, the most ef-
fective steps individuals can take to re-
duce the spread of the COVID-19 virus 
is to keep a physical distance of at least 
6-feet; wear a well-fitting mask; open 
windows to improve ventilation; avoid 
poorly ventilated or crowded spaces; 
keep hands clean; cough or sneeze into a 
bent elbow or tissue; and get vaccinated. 
   There are more than 70 federal com-
munity health centers (CHC) with 800 
sites throughout New York, according to 
the Community Health Care Association 
of NY.

  With Omicron Now On-The-Move 
Across U.S., Schumer Says Expand-
ing Access To At-Home Tests ASAP Is 
Critical Key To Keeping Variant Under 
Control
   Senator Wants A Surge Of FREE At-
Home Tests For NY; Says COVID Re-
lief Bills He’s ALREADY Passed Can 
Foot This Cost
   With COVID’s Omicron variant 
spreading, U.S. Senator Charles Schum-
er said the key to controlling it centers 
around the at-home tests now for sale 
across the country. Schumer praised 
President Biden for prepping a plan to 
be released on January 15th that will 
have insurance companies reimburse for 
the cost of an at-home test—but, he said, 
while we wait, he wants a surge of rapid 
at-home tests sent to New York commu-
nity health centers and their mobile sites, 
across the state.  
   “While many portions of the country 
are waiting for the omicron variant to ar-
rive, New York already has cases—but 
this doesn’t mean we should panic. It 
means we should be planning,” said U.S. 
Senator Charles Schumer. 
   “You see, a key to controlling Omicron 
is the at-home test, where you can swab 
your own nose, follow simple steps, de-
termine if you have COVID, and take 
the right steps thereafter. Right now, 
these at-home tests are pretty affordable 
across the country, but they’re not free, 
but they should be. So, I am asking for 
the feds to send a surge of these to New 
York CHCs and their mobile sites where 
they should come at no cost. We should 
be arming the public with at-home tests 
to stay ahead of this variant into the win-
ter,” Schumer added.   
   Schumer urged for these at-home tests 
to be totally free, as in no fine print. 
He said people should be able to walk 
into a CHC or visit one of their mobile 
sites and pick up an at-home test free of 
charge. Schumer urged a surge of the at-
home tests to New York, especially, say-
ing that omicron is already here and that 
we must work now to contain its spread. 
Schumer said the funds to pay for these 
free tests have already been appropriated 
to HHS via the American Rescue Plan 
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The Heat Beat: The Music of Phoenix Radio and More
By Jess Szabo, Arts Writer

Utica musicians team with local 
history center to offer the gift of 
music and literature for Christmas 
2021
   We all know it’s better to celebrate 
Christmas by having fun, serving 
others, and making memories with 
family and friends than by racking up 
debt buying everyone piles of pricey 
presents, most of which will blend 
into everything else they own within 
six months. But even the experiences 
that make the best memories can get 
expensive, with food to participate 
in potlucks, tickets to performances, 
and extra clothes to wear to holiday 
parties adding up almost as quickly 
as the cost of the gifts.
   For the Good, Inc., a sister organi-
zation to Phoenix Media, has a solu-
tion.
  On Saturday, December 18, they 
will present a free Children’s Christ-
mas Concert in collaboration with 
the Oneida County History Center. 
The event will take place from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m at the history center. Partici-
pants will only need to register on-
line. Check the website https://www.
oneidacountyhistory.org/programs.
html for updates.
  Attendees can look forward to 
Christmas music performed by 
Utica’s own “The Hummingbirds.” 
Founded in the summer of 2021, The 
Hummingbirds is the only local band 
specializing in music for children 
and families. The band is made up of 
Cassandra Harris-Lockwood, John 
Kelsey, and John Handzel.The setlist 
will include a variety of beloved 
Christmas songs.
   Parents and other caregivers who 
take their children to performances 
by the Hummingbirds are giving 
them a fun holiday outing, and so 
much more.  
  Responding to music improves fine 

and gross motor control. The 
act of clapping, tapping, and 
other movement to music 
builts connection between 
the body and mind. Music 
also improves social skills 
and helps children learn to 
regulate their emotions. It 
creates a sense of belong-
ing as children share in the 
experience of enjoying and 
responding to the music they 
hear. In some cases, early ex-
posure to music can even in-
spire children to learn to sing 
and play instruments, open-
ing up a whole new world of 
opportunities.
  In addition to the concert, 
there will be a book read-
ing and giveaway. Younger 
children in the audience get 
to take home a copy of All 

Aboard, Owney!: The Adirodack 
Mail Dog. This heart-warming novel 
for very young children is the sec-
ond book by New York based writer 
Jennifer Gordon Sattler. The sto-
ry is based on a real dog. The real 
Owney lived from the mid 1880’s 
until 1897. He was a small mutt who 
hung around the Albany post office 
beginning in 1888. The staff adopted 
him as their own, and allowed him 
to travel on trains. People who met 
Owney along his journeys began 
pinning dog licenses, coins, and bag-
gage tags on his collar to mark all 
the places he travelled. Eventually, 
he would receive so many tokens, he 
would need to wear a harness to hold 
them all.
   In this fictionalized version, written 
in 2003, Owney travels through the 
forest, making friends with several 
animals who band together to make 
sure he doesn’t miss his train. Chil-
dren will enjoy the adventure story 
while learning the valuable lesson of 
the importance of working together 
and looking out for your friends.
   Older children may choose to take 
home a copy of “Owney” as a gift for 
a younger family member, but if they 
would like to select a book for them-
selves, the history center will have 
free copies of a book on the Erie Ca-
nal available for them.
   As with music, literature has a ben-
eficial impact on children in both the 
short and long term. Reading, like 
music, helps encourage and develop 

a child’s imagination. It can also 
improve emotional development, as 
children learn empathy through ex-
posure to stories of lives that are not 
their own. Hearing and reading sto-
ries helps improve language devel-
opment. And encouraging children 
to settle in and focus on a story can 
improve their overall attention span.
  Don’t miss this special opportunity 
to give your child the gift of music 
and literature this Christmas season. 
Although the theme of the event is 
Christmas, children and families of 
all faiths are more than welcome to 
attend the concert and reading and to 
take a free copy of a book to enjoy 

UpstateFamilyHealthCenter.org

LOCATIONS IN UTICA & ROME!

Pictured: (left to right) “The Hummingbirds”, John Handzel, Cassandra 
Harris-Lockwood, John Kelsey                    photo by Maria Alberico Brindisi

at home.
   Audience members are encouraged 
to dress in their most festive Christ-
mas clothing, and are asked to please 
add a mask.
  Keep checking The Utica Phoenix 
online for more information about 
this event and upcoming projects 
in 2022. Any local businesses, cor-
porations, or other organizations 
interested in supporting the arts in 
Utica by sponsoring this event are 
encouraged to contact For the Good, 
Inc./Phoenix Media directly at forth-
egoodinc@gmail.com or by phone at 
315-797-2417.
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Natives Have the Highest Rate of Death by Cops
by Doug George-Kanentiio Akwesasne 
Mohawk

   I, along with millions of others, 
watched the trial of Derek Chauvin, 
45, charged in Minneapolis, Minne-
sota for the killing of George Floyd, 
46, on May 25, 2020. Numerous 
witnesses including Darnella Fraser, 
then 17, provided the jury and the 
world with the visual information 
necessary to convict Chauvin via a 
cell phone recording capturing the 
brutality. On April 23 Derek Chavin 
was convicted of all three counts in-
volving Floyd’s death.
   Chauvin was found to be a mur-
derer who, despite pleas from the 
many witnesses present on the 
scene, refused to lift his knee off a 
prone Floyd and over the course of 
9 minutes and 22 seconds applied 
enough pressure to smother Floyd 
while grinding his face into the 
street pavement.
   I was stunned at the video which 
shows one of the four officers in-
volved in the murder approach Mr. 
Floyd as he sat in his vehicle, using 
a pistol to bang on the driver’s side 
of the car. Former Officer Thomas 
Lane, the banger, was apparently 
pleased with the look of terror on 
Floyd’s face when he saw the pis-
tol pointed at his head without 
cause. Floyd, as a black man, may 
well have thought he was about to 
be manhandled and assaulted by 
members of a police force with a 
long history of using brutal tactics 
against African Americans. Those 
four cops were arrogant, callous and 
felt they had the power to do as they 
pleased with Mr. Floyd regardless of 
who was watching, or filming. They 
knew there was very little chance 
they would be disciplined or charged 
for their actions given the influence 
their union has on regional politics 
and within the justice system. For 
generations the cops in Minneapolis 
were not peace officers but law en-
forcers and highly armed oppressors 

willing to use deadly tactics to instill 
fear inside blacks, Latinos and Na-
tive people.
   In particular the Minneapolis po-
lice have displayed cruelty towards 
indigenous men and women which 
became so blatant it led to the for-
mation of a Native safety patrol to 
escort others through the city. This 
group became the American Indian 
Movement in 1968 to combat police 
brutality but the shootings and kill-
ings by the police continue.
   From 2000-2021 the Minneapolis 
Star Tribune reported 208 killings by 
Minnesota police of which 15 (7%) 
were Native. 
   This reflects an overall traumatic 
trend in the United States where Na-
tives are killed by cops at the highest 
rate of any ethnic group. The Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
reported in 2017 that Natives died at 
the hands of the cops at a rate 12% 
higher than black citizens and three 
times at the rate of whites.  None of 
these killings have been given the 
media attention as that of Mr. Floyd; 
there are no instances when a coura-
geous civilian was on the scene of 
a distant reservation with a charged 
video camera at the exact moment a 
victim is killed.
   There is a group called Native Lives 
Matter on Facebook which does re-
port on these killings but a complete 
investigation by the federal govern-
ment has yet to begin.
Among the dead are victims of many 
nations including the following:

Jason Pero, Anishnabe
Jacob Wood, Maliseet
Jesse Rose, Mohawk

Raymond Eacret, Yurok
Christina Tahhawah, Comanche

Paul Castaway, Lakota
Loreal Tsingine, Navajo

Jeanetta Riley, Suquamish
Corey Kanosh, Paiute

Rexdale Henry, Choctaw
Mah-hi-vist Goodblanket, Cheyenne

Jacqueline Sayers, Puyallup
   Add to this the list of missing and 
murdered Native women, which 
amounts to the hundreds, and it is 
obvious the relations between law 
enforcement and indigenous people 
are in a state of crisis.
   At Akwesasne the tensions between 
the people and the “Indian” police 
are also in a state of stress. As advo-
cates for indigenous sovereignty and 
the restoration of traditional law, the 
Mohawks live in a state of contra-
diction and confusion as the 12,000 
hectare land base, located astride the 
international border between Canada 
and the US, is subjected to the most 
intense physical surveillance of any 
community in North America. There 
are drones, spotter planes, cell phone 
tower monitors, and police patrols 

everywhere. 
   Police agencies all state their claim: 
US Border Patrol, Canadian Border 
Security Agency, New York State 
Police, Ontario Provincial Police, 
Surete du Quebec, the FBI, RCMP 
and the two tribal-band council po-
lice none of which respect the an-
cestral peacekeeping customs of the 
Mohawk people but bring the threat 
of brute force to compel the people 
to obey laws and regulations im-
posed upon the Mohawks without 
their consent.
   The issue for the Mohawks is the 
nature of policing itself. In former 
times justice and harmony was under 
the control of the three clans; Bear, 
Wolf and Turtle, who selected among 
themselves individuals who had the 
capacity to address acts of criminal 
behavior with the rule of restoring 
harmony versus the adversarial sys-
tems in the US and Canada. 
   The Mohawks of former times lived 
in a society without jails. They lived 
in a society which shared all of its re-
sources equitably and were absent of 
any artificial class distinctions. From 
each according to ability and to each 
according to need. All were housed, 
nurtured, fed and clothed. Without 
the obsession of personal property 
there was nothing to steal, no need 
to go hungry or to feel the angst of 

deprivation. Those who oversaw the 
peace of the community were not 
law enforcers but peacekeepers.
   Perhaps that is where to begin the 
end to police brutality: take away 
the sidearms, emphasize peace mak-
ing in all training sessions, remove 
all military gear, and take away the 
psychological burdens in which the 
cops, by style of dress and the poten-
tial of killing by firearm, come to be-
lieve they are distinct from who they 
serve. To end the world where the 
people are the enemy and need to be 
made to shut up, follow commands 
and accept that their sacred lives are 
the mercy of those who wear a badge.
Killing another human is what they 
can do with an almost complete im-
munity from prosecution.
For Native victims of these killings 
there will be no Darnella Fraser, no 
national media, no indictments, no 
justice. 
The logical and reasonable response 
is to convert the police into a dif-
ferent way of responding to human 
crises by using traditional conflict 
resolution methods instead of the 
taser and the pistol. Until then, more 
of our people will be beaten, arrest-
ed and confined and some will die; 
alone, ignored and without a voice to 
cry out for justice.
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     Legal Myths & Reality
By Judge Joan Shkane

Utica Students Get New CTE School
By Mathew Handzel

This is a continuing discussion of 
Legal Myths and Reality, because 
those informed are always the most 
successful.

   Please note: Senator Sam Ervin, 
chair of the Senate Select Committee 
on Watergate, in the preface to their 
report pointed out that the law is not 
self-executing.  It must be executed 
by humans. And therefore, it must 
not be in the hands of those who are 
not faithful to it. 

MYTH:  There is only one kind 
of dispute resolution in New York 
State, and that is through lawsuits in 
the courts. We do not use restorative 
justice (RJ) in our system.
REALITY:  About 25 years ago 
I met a British lawyer (barrister, 
Queen’s Counsel, the highest-level 
British lawyer).  He was deeply in-
volved in restorative justice in Brit-
ain, in cases between individuals 
(civil cases) and in criminal cases 
involving a perpetrator and a victim.  
He reported that RJ was flourishing 
in Britain as an alternative to the tra-
ditional trial system.  
    Restorative justice is a program of 
dispute resolution.  It is an alterna-
tive to punishment of a crime (crimi-
nal case) or to making a strictly mon-
etary award to a victim (civil case). 
It is a system that is centuries old. 
In the U.S., about 45 of the 50 states 
have made the RJ system into law 
for various types of cases.   
    The system of court litigation, our 
usual system, can result in a monetary 
award in the civil area, and prison in 
the criminal area. In the restorative 
justice system, focus is on repairing 
harm and resolving conflict. It can 
also add a monetary damage part to a 

settlement. RJ principles are interna-
tionally recognized, like those prac-
ticed by the British trained lawyer 
Mahatma Gandhi through the M.K. 
Gandhi Institute of Nonviolence. 
The system has also been used suc-
cessfully by the South African Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission, and 
the Rwandan genocide conferences, 
among others.  It is especially useful 
in New York State in domestic vio-
lence cases and juvenile cases. It has 
been used in prisons, in social work, 
in the Northern Ireland conflict, and 
in work with indigenous groups in 
the U.S. and Canada, and the Maori 
people of New Zealand.  The Mon-
roe County (New York State) Bar As-
sociation has been discussing use of 
the system and training its members 
in restorative justice. The training fo-
cus is on allowing people to express 
themselves rather than focus on liti-
gation.  In some cases, the criminal 
meets directly with the victim, each 
party discusses how (s)he feels, and 
all agree to a restitution plan based 
on the actual cost of injuries. Com-
munity service, expression of TRUE 
remorse, and education to prevent re-
peat criminality can be required.
   At the start of the RJ proceeding 
certain questions can be posed and 
answered such as what are the needs 
of the injured party, who caused 
the injury, what is the obligation of 
the person causing the injury, what 
would be the proper procedure to put 
things right, why did the criminal 
commit the crime and how has it af-
fected everyone’s lives. This is differ-
ent from the criminal justice system 
where the questions to be answered 
are what laws were broken, who did 
it, and what do they deserve as pun-
ishment. 
   In the current system of litigation, 
conversations among parties are very 
regulated by their attorneys to make 
sure that the parties do not say any-
thing that could be used against them.  
In RJ it is a sharing of thoughts rather 
than making arguments.  
    In the RJ process, a trained facili-
tator will meet with each party at a 
neutral location and discuss whether 
or not a reasonable outcome is pos-
sible.  The facilitator will ensure that 
each party is acting in good faith and 
not just mouthing the words, but also 
walking the walk. If the RJ process 
is successful, then the parties make 

   The Utica School Board is bringing 
trades education back to the inner 
city. On Monday night, November 
21st, at JFK Middle School, Utica 
SB superintendent Bruce Karam 
presented information to the public 
about the plan for expanding Proctor 
to include a wing for education in the 
trades. The goal is to give youths an 
opportunity to learn things like car-
pentry, auto mechanics, early child 
development, etc within their own 
backyard rather than going all the 
way to BOCES where trades are cur-
rently taught.  
According to Karam, the Utica 
School District housed all of these 
educational opportunities up until 
the late 1980’s when they were all 
moved to BOCES. Karam says that a 
major problem for Utica students at 
UFA and Proctor is that if they want 
to learn anything practical like the 
trades, it comes at the cost of their 
primary education. Thus, the need 
for a new Career & Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) school within the proctor 
where students will be able to take 
trade courses as electives in addition 
to their standard classes, and have 
the flexibility that is lacking for them 
at BOCES. 
    The public,  including concerned 
parents and other active community 
members, voted on the proposed 
CTE School on December 7th in a 
public referendum. The proposed 
school will only cost $17,995,000 
to build and the Utica School Board 
states that this will not increase tax-
es for Uticans. Once operational in 
2024, the school will have 13 teach-
ers and about 220 students (expected 
to increase to 440 students by 2027). 

The School Board is establishing job 
shadowing opportunities with local 
unions so that they can offer their po-
tential students real life experience. 
   Former mayor Tim Julian support-
ed this proposal with great enthusi-
asm as he believes that getting Uti-
ca’s youths into local practical jobs 
that pay well is a great way to lift the 
city in general.  
   Lou Parrotta, a local educator,  had 
this to say about the current problem 
with Utica kids having to go to BO-
CES and why he thinks they need 
closer opportunities: “I have students 
who miss 15 minutes of my class. 
We have block scheduling – it’s 90 
minutes, 80 minutes. They [BOCES 
students] can get out 15 minutes 
early, multiply that by 90 classes and 
they’re missing over 900 minutes of 
school of a core class that is taking a 
regents exam at the end of the year. 
We have counselors that I’ve spoken 
to, who have juniors and seniors who 
don’t want to miss their junior and 
senior year when they’re the lead-
ers of the school because they have 
to travel half an hour there and half 
an hour back. So, it’s [the proposed 
school] a win-win. I wholeheartedly 
agree with it. My students will get 
an opportunity to do both: [learn a 
trade] and they get the opportunity to 
take a course like my advanced gov-
ernment class (which you get college 
credits from). But I have it [advanced 
gov] in first block and last block, 
so if you don’t have that flexibility 
in the middle of the day for travel-
ling then you can’t take one of those 
classes because you’re traveling and 
you have to take a science class or a 
physics class or something like that.”

UpstateFamilyHealthCenter.org

LOCATIONS IN UTICA & ROME!
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The people or politicians: whose voice matters?
   This story focuses on the title ques-
tion. It details observations noted on 
a walking tour of Utica. Noticeable 
these days is the lack of or disap-
peared benches, public rest stops in 
public places. 
   Examples include: Oneida square/
circle, at least 6 benches once lo-
cated there have gone missing, the 
nurses memorial park on Genesee 
st. likewise the Fire Station on Park 
Ave. Question: at whose expense 
were they placed there and under 
whose authority were they removed? 
The answer to the former question is 
the Utica and NY state tax payers. 
The later question; was this done by 
common council vote, Mayoral fiat 
or??.....you tell me.
    An entire structure, the pavilion 
at MLK park on South St. was in-
stalled some years ago and last year 
was removed. The remaining flat 
slab of concrete cost $2,600 to place. 
A rough estimate of the pavilion’s 
placement and removal is roughly 
$24,000. The above two questions 
apply to this public park fixture as 
well.
   If the people can find no place to 

rest, don’t be surprised by their un-
rest. The following incident occurred 
on July 12, 2020: A sixty two year 
old Utica resident was waiting at the 
Centro Bus Stop, Genesee St. across 
from the Gaetano  Veterans Center 
near Golden’s Restaurant. As there 
was no public seating at the time, he 
found an empty chair and table on 
the sidewalk next to a sub shop and 
proceeded to roll and light a ciga-
rette. The man was quickly informed 
he could not sit and smoke at that 
table. After some brief words were 
exchanged our man was heard to say 
“have it your way”, and proceeded 
to pick up the cast iron table and 
chair and gently relocate them on the 
double yellow line in the middle of 
Genesee S, where he sat and finished 
his cigarette. 
   The act of civil disobedience begs 
the question of to whom does the 
sidewalk belong and what are the 
rights of the citizenry in public plac-
es? The old man stated he realizes 
that business owners and property 
owners pay their share of taxes to the 
city. Likewise , the old man has been 
smoking a pack a day for over 40 

years now. A quick estimate of ciga-
rette taxes paid to the state over time 
is over $58,000 by this individual.
   Why do I even bring this up? Be-
cause, shortly thereafter a bench 
was placed at that bus stop with an 
attached cable lock. Come to find 
out that the bench was donated and 
installed in a cooperative effort by 
two Utica business people, enacting 
a change the city seems unwilling to. 

   The entire MLK park was profes-
sionally designed and built as a pub-
lic space. The pavilion had become 
a gathering place for the local street 
crowd. These were mostly young 
castaways there for reasons, for 
many it was drug use, often synthetic 
marijuana. The pavilion served as a 
gathering place for some less fortu-

nate Utica citizens, and as such, a 
convenient place to offer outreach 
and assistance. At that time counsel-
ors from Utica Homeless outreach 
would visit and offer what services 
are available. First aid supplies were 
left there, on two occasions I person-
ally cleaned and dressed  open ab-
scess  needle wounds on the arms of 
injection drug users. Other vital re-
sources like free condoms could also 
be found there. And yet, apparently 
the solution to help these Uticans 
was to remove what shelter there 
was, and to disappear the poor and 
needy instead of providing real as-
sistance. Who decided the weak and 
poor are  the enemy and declared 
this some sort of victory?
This story is not over. No  readers, 
I’m just getting warmed up. I plan to 
present this to the Mayor. I demand 
answers. I shall follow up with what 
I learn.. Till then, I will be squatting 
where I please.

By George Kuchma

https://www.uticaphoenix.net/?p=264154&preview=true
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Joanne Shenandoah 1957-2021: Matriarch of Indigenous Music

   She had a bright voice like liquid 
gold, a luminous heart and a mag-
netic smile.  
   Joanne Shenandoah-Tekaliwak-
wah, one of the most renowned In-
digenous musicians on the Native 
American music scene, nurtured the 
spirit, inspired joy and shared her 
love of laughter and her people with 
audiences around the world. 
   She passed into the spirit world 
on November 22, 2021 at the Mayo 
Clinic in Scottsdale, AZ at the age of 
64. 

Multi-talented Singer, Compos-
er, Instrumentalist, Author and 
Actress
   Joanne was known as a matriarch 
of Indigenous music. Given the 
Oneida Wolf Clan name “Tekali-
wakwha” meaning “She Sings”, she 
fully lived into her name. She was 
publicly acknowledged as the most 
prolific and creative Indigenous 
songwriter and performer of her era. 
She was a cross-cultural artist who 
released 24 award winning albums 
and inspired many artists in the bur-
geoning Indigenous music industry. 
Teaching Haudenosanee culture was 
paramount to Joanne, and her peo-
ple’s principles of peace were woven 
throughout her songs, performances 
and humanitarian efforts. 
   Joanne was a visionary trailblaz-
er who has left an impactful global 
legacy. 
   Her original musical compositions 
blended ancestral Haudenosaunee 
melodies and songs with contempo-
rary lyrics and instrumentation. Her 

innovative recordings ranged from 
Indigenous to world, folk, pop, new 
age and country -- she was in a genre 
that could truly be called her own. 
Joanne was adept at picking up any 
instrument she was interested in. She 
played the guitar, piano, flute and 
cello. 
   In 2005 Shenandoah was awarded 
a GRAMMY for the album Sacred 
Ground: A Tribute to Mother Earth. 
Among her more than 40 awards, 
she received two additional GRAM-
MY nominations, an unprecedented 
14 Native American Music Awards 
(NAMMYS), multiple Syracuse 
Area Music Awards (SAMMYS). 
Globally, she received multitudes of 
accolades for her stunning creativity, 
beautiful vocals and teachings.
   Joanne’s remarkable talent as a 
singer took her around the world with 
performances in Australia, South 
Korea, South Africa, Turkey, and 
across North America and Europe. 
She sang before audiences at pres-
tigious concert halls and festivals in 
performances  that included opening 
the first Woodstock revival in 1994 
accompanied by a large Haudeno-
saunee contingency who joined her 
with song and dance; performing 
for Earth Day on the National Mall 
in Washington DC before 400,000 
people; singing for the Dalai Lama; 
at Madison Garden for Seeger’s 
90th birthday celebration with Bruce 
Springsteen, Kris Kristofferson and 
Dave Matthews; at the Vatican for 
the canonization of the first Native 
American saint, Kateri Tekakwitha; 
at the Grand Ole Opry, Sagrada Fa-

milia Barcelona, and the Parliament 
of the World’s Religions (South Af-
rica, Spain, Australia, Canada.)       
   Musicality flows through the 
Shenandoah family. Joanne was of-
ten joined on stage by her daughter 
Leah and sister Diane Schenandoah 
singing in an exquisite three part har-
mony. Both are featured in many of 
Shenandoah’s recordings. 
   “Joanne said her lyrics came to 
her as gifts from the ancestors,” said 
her sister Diane. “The first time Jo, 
Leah and I sang together, our voices 
blended so beautifully it made us cry, 
it felt sacred.” 
   Joanne starred as a headliner at 
Foxwoods Casino on many occa-
sions where she opened for musical 
legends such as Smokey Robinson, 
Randy Travis and Willie Nelson. 
She also sang a musical rendition 
of “Dawn Treader” at Carnegie Hall 
in 2006 for a musical tribute to Joni 
Mitchell. Joanne traveled extensive-
ly and ensured she performed for 
her own Indigenous relatives in hun-
dreds of Native American commu-
nities. Joanne shared the stage with 
musical stars such as Odetta, John 
Denver, David Amram, and Indig-
enous greats such as Rita Coolidge, 
Redbone, Robbie Robertson, Floyd 
Westerman, Ulali, and R. Carlos Na-
kai.
   In 1989 Joanne released her first 
album titled “Joanne Shenandoah”. 
She recorded a top-hit electronica 
song in Germany called “Nature 
Dance” with producer Arian Be-
heshti in 1991. She later composed 
the symphony “Skywoman, A Sym-
phonic Odyssey of Iroquois Leg-
ends” with German guitarist and 
composer, Gerhard Rebmann, and 
that was produced by Tom Wasinger. 
Joanne performed Skywoman with 
Leah and Diane, with the Syracuse 
orchestra Symphoria at the Civic 
Center in Syracuse, NY, and with the 
New Mexico Symphony Orchestra 
that was featured on PBS. She also 
co-authored the book “Skywoman: 
Legends of the Iroquois” with her 
husband Doug George-Kanentiio. 
   Being embraced by Native Ameri-
can musical legends gave her a boost 
at the start of her career. Her second 
album Loving Ways was recorded 
with the late Apache musician, A. 
Paul Ortega in 1995. Joanne was 
fond of saying that he told her to 

never decline a request to sing and 
to always share her musical gift that 
the Creator gave her, and that Chero-
kee musician Loretta Lynn told her 
to stay after her concerts until the last 
fan has left.

   Some of her songs also foretold 
prophecy and broken promises. She 
co-wrote “Treaty” with her good 
friend and musical great Neil Young 
that is featured on her album Eagle 
Cries that urges US Presidents to 
honor their word. She inspired peo-
ple to care for the planet in “They 
Didn’t Listen” and Mother Earth 
Speaks. In her recording of “Proph-
ecy Song” she blends spoken Eng-
lish with Anishinaabe language sing-
ing, calling us to awaken; saying that 
“We are now reminded to be aware 
of our place upon his earth. And to 
fulfill our obligations to ourselves, 
our families, nations, the natural 
world and to the Creator,” adding 
“The words say, ‘We are to awaken, 
stand up, be counted, for you are be-
ing recognized in the spirit world.’”  
   Joanne’s music was meditative, 
healing and uplifted the spirit. Her 
lyrics helped comfort those suffer-
ing from grief, healing from physical 
ailments and is often used in the de-
livery of babies, surgeries and played 
for those transitioning to the spirit 
realm. 
   Beyond music albums, she com-
posed music for a number of film and 
television shows, including “Indian 
in the Cupboard”, “Transamerica”; 

by Michelle Schenandoah
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 Oneida Wolf Clan Singer, Songwriter and Peace Humanitarian
the Indigenous film “Dance Me Out-
side”; the Silver Telly award winning 
film “Warrior in Two Worlds” and 
2019 Emmy nominated PBS Series 
“Native America”. She acted along-
side Ron Perlman, James Le Gros 
and Connie Britton in the film “The 
Last Winter” directed by Larry Fes-
senden. Her film credits can be found 
on IMDB. 
   For her life’s work she was be-
stowed an Honorary Doctorate of 
Music from Syracuse University in 
2002 and in 2007, she received both 
a Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the National Native American Music 
Awards and entered the Hall of Fame 
at the Syracuse Area Music Awards. 
   You can find Joanne’s music on 
Spotify, YouTube and secured at Ap-
ple Music, Amazon and via her web-
site: www.joanneshenandoah.com. 

Peace Advocate and 
Humanitarian
   Joanne was driven to aid and inspire 
where there was need. She supported 
many causes and offered free perfor-
mances for musical benefits across 
the country and loved performing for 
elders in nursing homes. As an advo-
cate for Native American music, she 
supported Ellen Bello, president of 
the Native American Music Awards, 
in giving a voice to hundreds of In-

digenous artists across the Americas. 
At the first NAMMYS awards show 
in 1998, Joanne’s outreach attracted 
Wayne Newton, Richie Havens, 
Robbie Robertson, the Coolidge 
sisters, Floyd Red Crow Westerman 
and John Fusco to the stage.
      Joanne was an ordained friend 
of the East-West Interfaith Ministry 
alongside Nelson Mandela, the Dalai 
Lama, Elie Weisel and Amma. She 
officiated many weddings across the 
country. 
   Mentorship was important to 

Joanne. She generously encouraged 
many young Indigenous musicians 
to join her on stage and gave many 
the start to their musical career. She 
focused messages of encouragement 
to the youth and for all people to be 
mindful of the next seven 
generations. 
  Joanne was a founding board mem-
ber of the Hiawatha Institute for 
Indigenous Knowledge based on 

Haudenosaunee principles of peace. 
In 2014 she served as Co-Chair for 
the National Task Force of Children   
Exposed to Violence for the Depart-
ment of Justice at the request of US 
Attorney General Eric Holder and 
President Barack Obama. 

A Rich Heritage  
   Joanne descended from a long 
line of Haudenosaunee leaders. Her 
ancestor Oneida Chief Skenandoa 
(Shenandoah) was a close friend of 
George Washington for whom the 
Shenandoah Valley in Virginia was 
named. The Oneidas under Skenan-
doa’s leadership helped save Wash-
ington’s army during the Revolution-
ary War and from the naming of this 
valley, came the inspiration for the 
American ballad “O Shenandoah”. 
Chief Skenandoa worked alongside 
his good friend Reverend Samuel 
Kirkland to found Hamilton College 
in Clinton, NY for the education of 
Oneida peoples. 
   In September of 1991 she married 
Doug George-Kanentiio, Akwesasne 
Mohawk journalist. They purchased 
Tkanalohale, the historic homestead 
of the great Chief Skenandoa in 
Oneida Castle. Joanne lived there for 
28 years with her husband, daughter 

Leah Shenandoah, a Ph.D. candi-
date at Cornell, and their grandson 
Ryder Oroniakenrats (Beautiful 
Sky) Shenandoah. Chief Skenandoa 
lived and died here at the age of 110. 
Joanne had wished to turn the histor-
ic home into a cultural center.  
   Another relative was international 
advocate for Native American rights, 
Laura Cornelius Kellogg (Oneida) 
who lived at the turn of the 20th cen-
tury. In 2020, Joanne served along-
side 25 Haudenosaunee leaders and 
community members as consultants 
to the Women’s Suffrage Centennial 
Commision that memorialized Cor-
nelius-Kellogg in a bronze monu-
ment in Seneca Falls, NY. 
   At the time of her passing Joanne 
was working on her autobiography.
   Joanne was predeceased by her 
parents Oneida Wolf Clanmother 
Maisie Shenandoah and Onondaga 
Pine Tree Chief Clifford Schenan-
doah, her beloved grandma Gertrude 
Schenandoah and her cherished 
brother Gerald Schenandoah (Cher-
yl, living.) She is survived by her 
sisters Wanda Wood, Diane, Victo-
ria and Danielle Schenandoah (Tony 
Mata), of central New York. She also 
departs from many nieces, nephews, 
and hundreds of cousins across the 
continent.
   Joanne Shenandoah was a kind and 
generous soul who always found a 
reason to celebrate, laugh and find 
gratitude in every situation. She 
fought a long battle for her health 
that began in 2015 with an infection 
from C. diff that led to organ failure 
and nearly took her life. She was gift-
ed the last five years with her family, 
saw her daughter become a mother 

and welcomed her grandson into the 
world. She will be greatly missed by 
her family, friends and fans. 

Services 
   A national public memorial to com-
memorate Joanne’s life will be held 
in the spring of 2022. Details will be 
forthcoming. 
   Private funeral services were con-
ducted at Hamilton College Decem-
ber 7, 2021. 
  In lieu of flowers please send sym-
pathies and donations to the care of 
Leah & Ryder Shenandoah & Doug 
Goerge. Condolences may also be 
shared at https://www.faroneand-
soninc.com/m/obituaries/Joanne-
Shenandoah/Memories. 

Photos by Jane Feldman with kind permission
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Voices of 
Polonia

By Ted Rajchel

Rena Spiegal: A Diary of World War II
Renia Spiegel Wrote a Diary About 
Her Life During World War II 

Background
  Renia Spiegel wrote a diary about 
her life during World War II.  This 
diary, kept between the ages of 15 
and 18, documents her experience as 
a teenager living in the city of Prze-
mysl, Poland through the war as con-
ditions for Jews deteriorated.  Spiegel 
wrote about ordinary topics, such as 
school, friendships, and romance as 
well as about her fear of the growing 
war and about being forced to move 
into the Przemysl ghetto.  As a diary 
about the Holocaust, it is unique in 
that it chronicles experiences under 
both Soviet and Nazi rule.  Renia 
Spiegel was a Jewish-Polish diarist 
who was killed during World War II 
in the Holocaust.  Though it was in 
the possession of Spiegel’s family 
for decades, the diary was not read 
by others until 2012 and was first 
published in English in 2019.

Early Life
   Renia Spiegel was born on the 18th 
of June, 1924 in Uhrynkowce, then 
Poland and now Western Ukraine, to 
Polish-Jewish parents Bernard Spie-
gel and Roza Maria Leszczkynska.  
She grew up on her father’s large 
estate on the Dniester River near 
the border between Poland and Ro-
mania, along with a sister, six years 
younger than her, Ariana (now Eliza-
beth Bellak), who was a child film 
star in Poland. 
   In 1938, Spiegel’s mother sent her 
to live with her grandparents in the 
town of Przemysl, Poland,  while she 
herself moved to Warsaw to promote 
Ariana’s acting career.  Ariana was 
sent to join Spiegel in Przemysl dur-
ing the summer of 1938.  Spiegel’s 
grandmother owned a stationery 
store and her grandfather was a con-
struction contractor.  
  In August, 1939, the Molotov-Rib-
bentrop Pact and the subsequent Nazi 
invasion of Poland made it impossi-
ble for the two girls and their mother 
to reach each other. Spiegel’s father, 
Bernard, had stayed on the family’s 
estate and subsequently disappeared 

during the ensuing war. 
    Separated from their parents, Ari-
ana later said that Renia “was like a 
mother to me.”  As the war contin-
ued, Spiegel attended school and 
socialized in Przemysl, and in 1940 
began to develop a romantic relation-
ship with Zygmunt Schwarzer, the 
son of a prominent Jewish physician, 
who was two years older than she. 
Spiegel referred to Schwarzer with 
the nickname “Zygu.”  
   When the Przemysl ghetto was es-
tablished July, 1942, Spiegel moved 
in  along with 24,000 other Jews.  
Two weeks later, Schwarzer, who 
worked with the local resistance, 
secretly removed Spiegel from the 
ghetto  as well as his own parents 
to the attic of his uncle’s house, be-
cause they had not received the work 
permits they would need in order to 
avoid deportation to concentration 
camps.  
   An unknown informant told Nazi 
police about the hiding place, who 
then executed the eighteen-year-old 
Spiegel along with Schwarzer’s par-
ents in the street on July 30, 1942.  
Spiegel’s mother, sister, and Schwar-
zer all survived the war and emigrat-
ed to the United States.

The History of Her Diary
   Spiegel began to keep  her diary 
on January 31, 1939 when she was 
fifteen years old.  The nearly 700 

page diary was mostly kept in secret, 
and was made of seven school exer-
cise books sewn together.  The diary 
largely discusses Spiegel’s every-
day school, social, and family life in 
Przemysl, touching in particular on 
her distress at being separated from 
her mother, her romantic relation-
ship with Zygmunt Schwarzer, fear 
around the growing war, and the ter-
ror of moving into the ghetto.
   In addition to handwritten entries, 
the diary contains drawings and 
original poems.  In her final entry on 
July 25, 1942, Spiegel wrote: “My 
dear diary, my good, beloved friend!  
We’ve gone through such terrible 
times together and now the worst 
moment is upon us.  I could be afraid 
now, but the one who didn’t leave 
us then will help us today too.  He’ll 
save us.  Hear, O, Israel, save us, help 
us.  You’ve kept me safe from bullets 
and bombs, from grenades.  Help me 
survive!  And you, my dear Mamma, 
pray for us today, pray hard.  Think 
about us and may your thoughts be 
blessed.”  
    At the end of July, Schwarzer took 
possession of the diary and wrote the 
final entry about hiding Spiegel out-
side the ghetto and about her death. 
“Three shots! Three lives lost!  All I 
can hear are shots, shots.” Schwarzer 
left the diary with someone else be-
fore he was subsequently sent to the 
Auschwitz concentration camp.     

   After surviving the camp, Schwar-
zer brought the diary to the United 
States and gave it to Spiegel’s mother 
in 1950.  Spiegel’s sister, Elizabeth 
(Ariana) Bellak came into possession 
of the diary in 1969 and stored it in a 
bank vault until 2012.  Though it was 
in the possession of Spiegel’s family 
for decades, the diary was not read 
by others until 2012, when Bellak’s 
daughter, Alexandra Renate Bellak, 
a Manhattan realtor, had it translat-
ed into English for the first time by 
Anna Blasiak and Marta Dziurosz.  
    The diary was published in Pol-
ish in 2016 and has since inspired a 
Polish stage play.  Excerpts were first 
published in English in the Smithso-
nian  Magazine in 2018.  The first 
full 90,000—word English publica-
tion in titled Renia’s Diary.” A Young 
Girl’s Life in the Shadow of the Ho-
locaust”, published in the United 
Kingdom on September 19, 2019 by 
Ebury Publishing and distributed by 
Penguin Books.
   In the United States it is titled “Re-
nia’s Diary:  A Holocaust Journal”  
and was published by St. Martin’s 
Press and distributed by MacMillan 
Publishers on September 24, 2019.  
The diary is also the subject of a doc-
umentary film directed by Tomasz 
Magierski titled “Broken Dreams.”  
The film premiered at the United Na-
tions in New York City as part of its 
Holocaust Remembrance program.  
The film opened at a Polish cinema 
on September 18, 2019.
  Journalists have compared and con-
trasted Spiegel’s diary with that of 
Anne Frank with Robin Shulman of 
Smithsonian noting that “Renia was 
a little older and more sophisticat-
ed….. She was also living out in the 
world instead of in seclusion.” 
   Also writing for Smithsonian, Brig-
it Katz said that both Frank and Spie-
gel were “lucid writers, articulate 
and insightful, in spite of their young 
age.”  The Columbia University Pro-
fessor Anna Frajlich-Zajac called the 
diary “an incredible historical and 
psychological document, as well as 
an authentic literary achievement.” 
Writing for the New York Times, Jo-
hanna Berendt said, “At a moment 
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continued from page 6Legal Myths
a confidential agreement to insure 
freedom of expression. Understand-
ing thoughts and feelings is the goal, 
even when the parties disagree with 
the other’s positions.  
   RJ can cut down on the amount 
of time a case continues, sometimes 
by more than 50 percent. It can re-
duce the chances of offending again. 
It provides satisfaction and restora-
tion. It is especially effective for 
juveniles. The satisfaction is much 
greater than an exchange of money 
alone. People find satisfaction from 
expressing their frustration or anger. 
It can bring about closure, and sat-
isfy a need to confront the one who 
has caused harm. It also provides 
justice for the community.
   In New York State the three core 
ideas of RJ that are used are: 1) Re-
pair harm; 2) Encounter between the 
parties to decide the nature of repair 
together; and 3) Transformation - 
causing changes in people, relation-
ships and communities.  RJ is often 
used in New York State schools.  RJ 
can be substantially less expensive 
than court litigation.
    Those who do not believe in the 
effectiveness of the RJ process ar-
gue: 1) RJ erodes legal rights; 2)  

RJ trivializes crime, especially do-
mestic violence against men, women 
and children; 3) RJ cannot make real 
change; 4) RJ leads to vigilantism 
where private individuals take justice 
into their own hands and do not leave 
it to the professionals; 5) RJ cannot 
fix structural societal inequalities, 
like poverty, and other issues grow-
ing from discrimination; and 6) RJ 
needs vastly more studies to correctly 
measure how it is working. 

MYTH:  Playing fantasy sports is le-
gal in New York State.
REALITY: In the world of fantasy 
sports, a person selects a real-life 
sports team and athletes and competes 
based on how well their chosen team 
performs.  A case before New York 
State’s highest court, the Court of 
Appeals, surrounding the legality of 
fantasy sports, has been argued once 
and then ordered for re-argument. 
This suggests that the six justices 
cannot agree and may be deadlocked 
over whether fantasy sports breach 
an anti-gambling section of the NYS 
constitution, and therefore are illegal. 
In 2016, a new law outlined what 
safeguards must be in place in order 
to make the fantasy sports business 

legal in New York State.  The new 
law set up registration and taxation 
of fantasy sports.  The pending law-
suit should determine the legality of 
the fantasy sports laws. 
  The deadlock among the justices 
may be broken when the number 
of justices is increased from 6 to 7, 
making an odd number of justices 
who cannot then deadlock.  Much 
in this area of law depends on who 
the Governor chooses to make up 
the full complement of the Court of 
Appeals (7 justices). Then we may 
have an opinion on the legality of the 
fantasy sports business, although the 

justices will likely still be divided, 
but not deadlocked.
   Attention to legal myths is not 
wrong.  It can be a starting point for 
developing an interest in the law.  
However, if specific legal issues are 
important in your life, for instance, 
regarding custody of children or 
money payable for any reason, it is 
wise to consult a lawyer who can ad-
vise you on the truth of legal myths.  
This discussion is not intended to 
render legal advice on specific cases 
or to express an opinion on any spe-
cific case.  
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At the Movies

   “Ghostbusters: Afterlife” is a 
fun reboot that ushers a new gen-
eration into the classic franchise. 
The 2021 film serves as the next 
chapter in a series that started in 
1984. The original “Ghostbusters” 
lands safely in my Top Films List. 
While thoroughly enjoyable for 
all, “Afterlife” is geared to work 
on a slightly younger audience.
     The film was written and di-
rected by Jason Reitman; him-
self the son of Ivan Reitman who 
helmed the original. Reitman does 
a successful job of blending in 
callbacks, Easter eggs, and hom-
ages to the old film. The score is a 
great mix of old and new bits. The 
special effects are updated and ex-
cellent, never going overboard as 
modern tech is often tempted to 
do.
      Mckenna Grace stars as Phoe-
be Spengler, a nerdy twelve year 
old with a passion for science. Her 
family consists of older brother 
Trevor (Finn Wolfhard) and wine 
drinking mom Callie (Carrie 
Coon). Phoebe is the estranged 
granddaughter of Harold Remis’ 
iconic character, Egon. The cast 
is topped off with Paul Rudd as 
Gary Grooberson, Phoebe’s sci-
ence teacher and Callie’s potential 
love interest. Supporting roles are 
handled by Logan Kim and Ce-
leste O’Connor.
    Unlike the original story, 
“Ghostbusters: Afterlife” features 
kids as the primary cast. None of 
which were alive when the original 
came out 37 years ago. Mackenna 
Grace leads the gang with wit and 
humor. She looks right at home 
firing a proton pack at a mon-
strous ghost. Finn Wolfhard is ev-
erywhere these days. The shaggy 

haired star of “Stranger Things” 
has been on the big screen in “IT” 
and “The Turning” among others. 
Wolfhard and Grace have a great 
chemistry together. Likewise, the 
rapport Rudd and Coon have with 
the kids and each other is fun. It 
will be a treat if they reprise the 
roles for the inevitable sequels.
   Acting and effects are great. My 
complaints come from the story 
itself which is fairly weak. The 
original fleshed out the characters 
and the direness of the situation. 
We knew who Peter, Ray, Egon, 
and Winston were. Here, the char-
acters are fairly quick to accept 
the ghosts, the tools (and talent) 
needed to defeat them. That could 
be a rub on a film that runs slight-
ly over two hours.
   I was instantly reminded of    
“The Force Awakens.” The plot 
rehashes the concepts and charac-
ters from the original while add-
ing in a few new elements. The fi-
nal act is virtually identical to the 
older movie. It won’t be a shock 
when an array of new toys are re-
leased. And while I won’t spoil 
anything, watch out for some 
great cameos, and stay through 
the entirety of the closing credits.
   Is “Ghostbusters: Afterlife” as 
iconic as the original? Not even 
close. But it is a fun flick that 
warrants a viewing. Hopefully it 
will get the younger generation to 
revisit the classic. Diehard fans of 
the series will appreciate the nos-
talgia. Newcomers will laugh and 
love the modern cast.  

By Matt

when basic agreement over simple 
truths has become a political battle-
ground and history a weapon, the 
publication of the book, “Renia’s Di-
ary” offers a reminder of the power 
of bearing witness.”  
    On January 31, 1939, a 15 year old 
Jewish girl sat down with a school 
notebook in a cramped apartment 
in a provincial town in Poland and 
began writing about her life.  She 
missed her mother, who lived far 
away in Warsaw.  She missed her fa-
ther, who was on the farm where her 
family once lived.  She missed that 
home, where she had spent the hap-
piest days of her life.  Over the course 
of more than 700 pages, between the 
ages of 15 and 18, Renia wrote fun-
ny stories about her friends, charm-
ing descriptions of the natural world, 
lonely appeals to her absent parents, 
passionate confidences about her 
boyfriend, and chilling observations 
of the machinery of nations engaged 
in violence.
  The notebook pages, blue-lined 
and torn at the edges, are as finely 
wrinkled as the face of the old wom-
an the girl might have become.  Just 
two weeks before her 18th birthday, 
in June 1942, Renia described under-
standing “ecstasy” for the first time 
with Zygmunt.  But as her romance 
intensified, so did the war.  “Wher-

ever I look, there is bloodshed,” she 
wrote.  “There is killing, murder.” 
The Nazis forced Renia and her 
Jewish friends and relatives to wear 
white armbands with a blue Star of 
David.  
   In July they were ordered into a 
closed ghetto, behind barbed wire, 
under watch of guards, with more 
than 20,00 other Jews.  Poland had 
been the country where most of Eu-
rope’s Jews lived, and it was also 
the site of all the major Nazi death 
camps.
  For Renia’s family, though, the 
goal was publishing her journal.  
The book was published in Pol-
ish in 2016.  It was not widely re-
viewed in Poland—where the topic 
of the Jewish Holocaust experience 
is still a kind of taboo—but readers 
acknowledged its power and rarity.  
“She was clearly a talented writer.”  
She had a gift for transposing herself 
onto the page and for bringing great 
emotional intensity as well as wit to 
her writing.   

By
Ted Rajchel
References:
1.  Wikipedia—Renia Spiegel
2.  How an Astonishing Holo-
caust Diary Resurfaced in America
3.  Smithsonian Magazine / 
November, 2018 

continued from page 11
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By Jess Szabo, Arts Writer/Online Teacher

MJ Trucking and Moving
Your In Town Moving Specialist 

Phone 917-405-3079 or email Dr.Duss@hotmail.com
On Time - Courteous  - Careful

   This time last year, looking for a 
job in education brought up a series 
of online English as a Second Lan-
guage teaching companies with odd 
sounding but catchy names. Anyone 
looking to tutor or teach was encour-
aged to apply to VIPKid, GoGoKid, 
Magic Ears, and other corporations 
based in Beijing. Teachers were 
not actually hired on as employees, 
but were approved to work as con-
tractors with the corporation. Each 
company would provide training, an 
online platform, lessons, and access 
to parents seeking ESL learning for 
their children. The teacher would 
then conduct the lessons via video 
chat under the company name as an 
independent contractor.
   It took a special kind of teacher to 
take on this type of work. Teaching 
in an almost comically happy, upbeat 
style, working at two a.m. local time 
in order to accommodate children 
in China, purchasing backdrops and 
props, and devoting space in your 
own home to serve as a teaching cen-
ter were all just part of the work. But 
it seemed to be worth it.  
  VIPKid’s official website claims 
teachers can make $14-$22 per hour 
teaching from home. Magic Ears’ 
website states that teachers can make 
up to $26 per hour. Some online ESL 
teachers even hosted YouTube chan-
nels in which they taught other teach-
ers how to build a successful business 
in online ESL teaching. Many were 
able to build a steady, full-time inde-
pendent teaching business through 
Chinese ESL companies.
And then they were gone, or at least 
nowhere near as heavily promoted 
as they had been just a week before. 
Several tutoring companies closed 
down completely. Others remained 
open, but completely revamped their 
payment schedules, hiring practices, 
and other policies in ways that dis-
couraged many from working in this 
field.
   This sudden fall occurred because 
of a newly enacted Chinese law ban-
ning teachers based overseas from 
conducting any training activities in-
side China. The teachers were giving 
live lessons via video chat between 
their own homes and their Chinese 
students’ homes, virtually visiting 
their students. This meant their work 
fell under the new law, even though 
they were not physically inside the 

students’ homes in China.
  Because China is a dictatorship, 
controlled entirely by the Commu-
nist Party of China and President Xi 
Jinping, their government has the 
power to simply create, approve, 
and enforce laws at will, without 
the checks and balances, opposition 
from another party, or protests from 
affected citizens you might expect 
from the United States.
    When the law went into effect, many     
Chinese ESL companies simply shut 
down to be in compliance, leaving 
the American tutors with no place 
to work. Others allowed their tutors 
to continue to work until the lessons 
they had already scheduled were fin-
ished. Some companies reportedly 
promised tutors they could continue 
to conduct business through their 
corporation, considering options like 
selling pre-recorded lessons to the 
company for parents to purchase for 
their children. But most  U.S. based 
tutors quickly realized this was done 
more to avoid appearing to criticize 
the Chinese government, or admit 
that something they did was prob-
lematic, rather than a genuine way 
forward in their online ESL teaching 
business. Even if that did work out, 
the amount of money a teacher could 
earn selling a single recorded lesson 
to a corporation is so much lower 
than what they could earn scheduling 
continuous live online lessons, their 
business would likely no longer be 
profitable. Teaching ESL to Chinese 
children online is simply no longer 
a viable option for most American 
teachers.
   One option for affected teachers is 
to continue their work online through 
a company based outside of China. 
Companies such as Open Education, 
LLC, based in Latin America, and 
Lyngo, based in Japan, may provide 
a way to continue doing the same, 
or at least similar, work for a differ-
ent company, though requirements 
and atmosphere may vary greatly. 
Most of the Chinese companies did 
not require any type of certification 
in teaching English as a foreign lan-
guage, while most based in other 
countries do. The students may also 
be older than the ones a teacher has 
previously taught. And since the 
teachers are independent contractors, 
they must pay any costs associated 
with certification and purchasing age 

appropriate props or other learning 
materials for their students.
   Online ESL teachers in Utica may 
find work by moving their work of-
fline. Utica is home to refugees and 
other immigrants from several coun-
tries, and many people speak Eng-
lish as a second language at varying 
levels. Contacting local organiza-
tions devoted to assisting refugees, 
area colleges and universities, and 
places that provide general help to 
those in need may lead to opportu-
nities to help others improve their 

Whatever Happened to online ESL Opportunities?

* APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates accurate as of 8/16/21. Loans from $10,000 to $750,000 available. Loan to value 
cannot exceed 80%. All loans $250,000 or greater, borrower will be responsible for Title Insurance and Mortgage Tax. Closing 
Cost Waiver is required in which Adirondack Bank reserves the right to collect closing costs if loan is terminated within 3 years. 
All loans are subject to credit and collateral approval. Flood insurance required if applicable. Consult tax advisor regarding 
deductibility of interest. Please contact a Branch Banking Representative regarding the possible refinance opportunities of 
current Adirondack Bank loans. Some exclusions may apply. 

3.APR*

25%
As Low As

New kitchen? Extra bathroom? Patio? Vacation to Italy? 

Turn the equity from your home into cash to renovate. Or luxuriate.

Visit your local branch or adkbank.com for more information.

IMPROVE.
Don’t Move. 

With a Home Equity Loan. 

English language skills.
   Offering services as a local ESL tu-
tor on a completely independent ba-
sis may be viable for some. As with 
all completely independent freelance 
work, tutors who choose this path 
will be responsible for setting up and 
maintaining their own professional 
website, creating and ordering all 
business cards and other promotional 
materials, finding and scheduling 
students, and collecting payments on 
their own.
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Home Improvement

Holidays and Observances 
December 1       First Sunday of Advent 
December 6        St. Nicholas’ Day
December 7  Pearl Harbor 

Remembrance Day
December 10 Human Rights Day 

and Human Refugee Day
December 15  Bill of Rights Day
December 17 Wright Brothers’ Day; 

Pan American Day  
December 21 Forefathers Day and 

Winter Solstice 
December 24 Christmas Eve
December 25 Christmas Day
December 26     Boxing Day in Canada; 

First Day of Kwanza 
December 31 New Year’s Eve

   Beginning on Thanksgiving, extending 
to New Year’s Day is the holiday sea-
son which includes the entire month of 
December. Christmas, St. Nicholas Day, 
Hannukkah and Kwanzaa are all reli-
gious holidays during the month. Family 
gatherings and large parties are still un-
der stress and uncertainty related to cov-
id.  Most notable is the polarizing issues 
of vaccine and mask mandates, at work, 
on transit, in schools and at public gath-
erings. Unfortunately, this is unlikely to 
be resolved to everyone’s satisfaction in 
the very near future.
   December also has several proclama-
tion days related to our history and hu-
man and political rights. The best known 
and most commonly observed proclama-
tion day is Pearl Harbor Day on Decem-

ber 7.  The Japanese attack on Hawaii 
80 years ago led directly to American 
involvement in World War II.  The few 
survivors of that attack that remain alive 
are in their 90s. There are occasional 
gatherings at memorials or other obser-
vances to commemorate that day.
   Days in December are also dedicated 
to human rights, refugees, and the Bill of 
Rights. Refugees are certainly important 
locally local with the settlement in recent 
years of many hundreds from Bosnia, 
Burma, Somalia, soon to be joined by 
Afghanis.   
  Historically, the first flight by the 
Wright brothers in North Carolina oc-
curred in 1903. Unlike Pearl Harbor, 
none alive today can remember life be-
fore the airplane.  On the same date of 
December 17, though lesser known, is 
Pan American Aviation Day. This fo-
cuses on support of aviation leading to 
improved communication and cultural 
understanding among nations of the 
Western Hemisphere. 
   After an incredibly warm autumn, the 
expected cold of winter will seem per-
haps even more brutal. There was no 
frost in my Utica yard in October, while 
the long term average first frost is early 
October.  Winter formally begins with 
the winter solstice of December 21, It 
is not until late January that sunset oc-
curs after 5 p.m. But the many Christmas 
lights, both public on squares and down-
town, commercial, or private brighten 
the evenings during this month when 

winter really begins.
   During December there are often many 
special church services or concerts. 
There are also commercial presenta-
tions, with The Nutcracker returning to 
the Stanley Theater on December 10-12. 
There is at least on special celebration 
of the season in most villages and cit-
ies in the region during the month.  At 
Fort Klock in St. Johnsville, NY there 
is usually on the first Sunday of Decem-
ber a St. Nicholas Day celebration, with 
hot apple cider, gingerbread and cook-
ies, along with 18th century music with 
a small ensemble. It is uncertain at this 
writing if this will proceed or not.  
   Merry Christmas to all and enjoy the 
holiday season. 

In the Night Skies
   New Comet Leonard - C/2021 A1 was 
discovered in January 2021.  At present 
between the orbits of Mars and Earth 
will reach its closets point to the sun 
(perihelion) about January 3, 2022, it’s 
tail being longer the closer to the Sun it 
is. On December 12 it passes about 22 
million miles from Earth, and may well 
seen with binoculars, and perhaps visible  
to the naked eye in early December. 
    Planetary activity this month includes 
Venus is at its brightest high enough to 
be seen well after sunset. It is close the 
crescent Moon on the 6th, along with a 
lineup from upper left to lower right, Ju-
piter, Saturn, the Moon and Venus. This 
is visible through the 8th, with the Moon 

shifting position. Mercury is also visible 
this month, from the 24th to the 31st at 
a fairly bright -0.5 magnitude at first be-
low and then to the left of Venus. 
   The Full Cold Moon is on December 
18. The actual winter solstice during this 
season of long nights and short days is 
December 21 at 10:59 a.m. EST.   

   Rising and Setting Times of Sun, Moon 
and Visible Planets on the Solstice, De-
cember 21, 2021:
Sunrise 7:29 a.m.    
Sunset 4:29 p.m.  

Moonrise, waning gibbous 6:35 P.m. 
a.m. northeast 
Moonset 9:40 A.m. northwest   
Mercury sets 5:15 p.m. southwest  
Venus  sets 6:33 p.m., southwest 
Mars  rises 5:37 a.m. southeast 
Jupiter sets 9:16 p.m. west
Saturn  sets 7:47 p.m. southwest 

New Moon   
December 4  rises 7:42 a.m.southeast, 
sets 4:43 p.m., southwest 
First Quarter Moon  December 10 
rises 12:36 p.m., east, sets 11:44 p.m., 
west

Full Cold Moon   December 18 rises 
3:58 p.m. northeast, sets 7:06 a.m.  

Last Quarter MoonDecember 26, rises 
yesterday, sets 12:03 p.m., west.

C.Hamilton Properties
315-723-6553
chamiltonproperties@gmail.com
Owner: Chris Hamilton
Howard Painting
315-795-1257
HowPainting@yahoo.com
Owner: TK Howard Jr.

Rightway Construction 
Contractors
315-921-1218
rightwayconstructioncon-
tractor@gmail.com
Owner: James Beard

T-Square Custom Re-
modeling and Frame
315-790-1063
LewsiTyirell@gmail.com
Owner: Lewis Tyirell

The HomeOwnershipCenter is recruiting 
Minority-Owned, Women-Owned and 

Service Disabled Veteran-Owned Contractors!
 
HOC conducts home rehabilitation, façade revitalization 
and mobile home replacements with funding made available 
by NYS Homes and Community Renewal and the City of 
Utica.   

HOC is currently administering rehabilitation programs 
for the City of Utica, and Madison County NY. Contractors 
are needed to bid on these projects!
 

All projects are awarded through a competitive sealed bid 
process.  

Contractors considering becoming an HOC approved 
contractor must carry NYS Worker’s Compensation 
insurance, liability insurance and be EPA RRP certified.  
Contractors interested in bidding on the HUD Lead-Safe 
Utica projects must have additional EPA certifications. 
 

For more information about how you can apply to be a 
contractor, please call 315-724-4197 or email: home@unhs.org.
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To the tune of the Friendly Beasts:

“I,” said the dog all black and white.
“I guarded the manger all through 
the night.”
“I guarded the Babe ‘til the morning 
light”
“I,” said the dog all black and 
white.”      

  Wayne LaPierre, spokesman of the 
NRA claims that the only effective 
response to, “a bad guy with a gun is 
a good guy with a gun.” Well, Rin Tin 
Tin, Lassie and the Dutch Malinois 
dog that assisted in the takedown of 
Osama bin Laden vigorously object.
For centuries Man has employed 
dogs for service, knowing that in ev-
ery way the dog’s running speed and 
reflex response time, strength, senses 
of smell, hearing and sight, and are 
superior to Man’s. And that ultimate-
ly, a dog will lay down its life to do 
its job. 
  And bad guys don’t like dogs, espe-
cially highly trained ones capable of 
covering a distance of 30 feet in less 
than one second. 
Had Sandy Hook Principal Dawn 
Hochsprung been able to send out 
her school’s well trained Guardian 
Dog to fend off shooter, Adam Lan-
za, she may still have been here to 
tell the story. 
  The recent Newtown Massacre may 
have had a completely different out-
come had the envisioned new cat-
egory of K-9 protectors, the School 
Guardian Dog, been at hand. Trained 
to accept and protect children, the 
dog, at the very least would have 
taken a bullet for Hochsprung. The 
valiant, yet slain educator may have 
had an extra moment to retreat into 
the inner office and call 911 alerting 
police that an armed assailant had 
forcefully entered the school.
  Or perhaps, said Guradian Dog 
would have taken down the shooter 
and prevented the entire event from 
occurring. Lanza wore a bullet proof 
vest. Lanza would not have been pre-
pared for the 330 pounds per square 
inch of jaw power delivered with 
precision and without hesitation, to 
his unprotected arm.
 And speaking to La Pierre’s asser-
tion that only a ‘good guy with a gun’ 
is the answer, Bad Guys Don’t Like 
dogs and dogs don’t like bad guys. 

There is a primordial fear of a snarl-
ing wolf-like animal in the human 
gene pool, understood even by the 
mentally ill.
  Add to that the threat of the focused 
intent of a 75 pound beast trained 
to ignore pain and distractions, that 
can leap 5 foot obstacles, can run at 
speeds exceeding 30 miles per hour, 
is trained to use the full force of his 
body to knock down a human target, 
will attack with a full mouth bite and 
not let go; the power and ferocity 
only a dog can deliver is respected 
and feared. 
  Dog Trainer, Sal Piazza, recalls 
working with the Columbus, Ohio 
Police Department in pursuit of a bad 
guy with a gun. The armed perpetra-
tor ended up on the 2nd floor. When 
the K-9 came onto the scene the bad 
guy jumped out of the window rather 
than face or shoot the dog. He end-
ed up with two broken legs and ex-
plained to police that he jumped out 
of the window because he, “didn’t 
want to be bitten by the dog.”
  Owner operator of Piazza’s Pro-
fessional Dog Training School/K-9 
Services Unlimited, Sal Piazza 
thinks placement of Guardian Dogs 
in schools is a “good idea.” Running 
the oldest dog training school in the 
area, Piazza says. “It is a non-lethal  
method of dealing with adverse, 
even deadly situations. 
   Piazza says he approached former 
Superintendent of Utica Schools, 
Dan Lowengard about putting dogs 
in schools back in  the 80’s. “Things 
weren’t the way they are now. It was 
a different back then,” said Piazza.
   Piazza explains that dogs are gen-
erally trained for use as either Guard 
Dogs for personal protection or for 
offensive training and other police 
work such as cadaver, bomb or drug 
sniffing. This new category of dog 
assistant would be trained with a 
dual purpose ability.  
  These dogs would be chosen for 
their    acceptance of children and 
trained to not only for personal pro-
tection and for guarding the children 
and staff in the school area but offen-
sive training as well. 
  “We condition the dog for different 

circumstances and jobs. These dogs 
are trained with blanks so that they 
are not fearful of guns being fired. 
They will go after the guy and take 
him down. Then there is time to call 
for 911 or lock down the premises.  
These dogs would be a benefit in 
schools.”
  “In close proximity the dog is 
trained to hit the assailant with the 
force of its body, to hit and bite and 
hold. Once a man is down it’s hard, 
almost impossible to fight a dog. The 
dog is then given the command stop 
and hold. The assailant is told to stop 
fighting the dog. 
  “If the guy gives up the dog is 
trained to use the minimum force. 
He barks if the guy makes another 
move. The dog does not need another 
command. The man is then his prey 
and the dog will automatically go af-
ter the man should he flee. Once that 
happens the dog is taught that there 
is mothering to fear. If he does move 
the dog will take him out. The dog 
will fight to the end. 
  “The suspect is thinking about be-
ing bitten by the dog again and no-
body wants to be bitten by a dog,” 
says Piazza.
  Consider this, had a good guy with 
a gun come onto the scene where 
Lanza was shooting children, Lanza 
would have likely been standing be-
tween the children and the ‘good guy 
with the gun,’ putting the children di-
rectly in the line of fire. If the good 
guy’s bullet were to go astray, more 
innocents would have been at risk.
  Had a dog been sent instead, Lan-
za’s fate would have been swiftly 
and precisely delivered. Trained 
Guard Dog’s don’t miss the target, 
delivering upwards of 200 pounds 
per square inch of bite by the lithe 
and energetic Malinois to over 500 
ppi by the Mastiff. And these dogs 
don’t miss their targets.
  Calls for an armed police officer 
in every school is excessive, both in 
manpower costs and in fearful pres-
ence. This new option for school se-
curity should incorporate an already 
existing member of school personnel 
as hander of the Guardian Dog.
  This individual would be trained   
with the dog and responsible for it. 
The dog would accompany the han-
dler home and be a part of the family 
when school is not in session provid-
ing even more of a bond between 
handler and dog.
  Although there would be a cost to 
the acquisition and care of a highly 
trained dog, there would be no ad-
ditional costs to the school in terms 
of added personnel salary, benefits or 
retirement packages, certainly a con-
sideration in this day and age. 
  So, while the national debate rages 
over gun control, adding armed po-
lice officers to schools or arming and 

training teachers and administra-
tors, there are trained dogs returning 
from duty overseas, there are dogs in 
shelters and pounds, there are dogs 
currently in training awaiting place-
ment. Any and all of these dogs can 
be properly trained, selected and 
placed into schools for protecting our 
school children, teachers and admin-
istrators as Guardian Dogs. It could 
begin tomorrow.
  Local Dog Trainer and Consultant 
to the Steven Swann Humane Soci-
ety, Joe Nuccio, thinks it is a great 
idea as well but stresses the impor-
tance of some high ranking official 
to champion the cause.  “Of course, 
liability issues might come into play, 
and these dogs aren’t cheap. The 
handler would have to have at least 
two months of training to work with 
the dog and take it home with them, 
but a dog is a lot cheaper than a po-
lice officer. 
  “And we’re not just talking about 
Shepherds here. We’re talking about 
dogs.  Shepherds flunk out of training 
every day. It’s not every dog that can 
do this work. Some Pitt Bulls would 
be gentle enough with children yet 
be excellent at guarding and protect-
ing. This is a good idea. An excellent 
idea, but you still need the champion 
to make it happen.”
  As President Obama said in his ad-
dress to the nation after the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School Massacre, 
“We can’t tolerate this anymore. 
These tragedies must end. And to 
end them, we must change. We will 
be told that the causes of such vio-
lence are complex, and that is true. 
No single law - no set of laws can 
eliminate evil from the world, or pre-
vent every senseless act of violence 
in our society.
  “But that can’t be an excuse for in-
action. Surely, we can do better than 
this. If there is even one step we can 
take to save another child, or another 
parent, or another town, from the 
grief that has visited Tucson, and Au-
rora, and Oak Creek, and Newtown, 
and communities from Columbine to 
Blacksburg before that - then surely 
we have an obligation to try.” 
  Surely, the reasoned and skilled use 
of ‘Man’s best friend” as Guardian 
Dogs can be one of those steps in 
solving this complex national prob-
lem.

Bad Guys Don’t Like Dogs                           by C. Harris-Lockwood  editor-in-chief

Editor’s Note:Originally printed 
in 2018, sadly this issue contin-
ues to haunt our nation today 
thus it is being reprinted for 
more attention. I came up with 
this idea years ago and finally 
wrote it up. I’d love to see a cam-
paign to train Guardian Dogs in 
schools develop. CHL
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