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Phoenix Editorial Page
The New American EpiphanyBy Cassandra Harris-Lockwood, Editor-in-chief
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e·piph·a·ny
/əˈpifənē/
noun
noun: Epiphany; noun: epiphany; plural 
noun: epiphanies
1. the manifestation of Christ to the Gen-
tiles as represented by the Magi (Mat-
thew 2:1–12).
2. the festival commemorating the first-
Epiphany on January 6.
3. a manifestation of a divine or super-
natural being.
4. a moment of sudden revelation or in-
sight.

   The concept of the Epiphany we Chris-
tians commemorate on January the 6th 
has previously revolved around the first 
three definitions. We Americans, Chris-
tian and otherwise, have been recently 
introduced to the fourthand most cur-
rently relevant definition of the word.
   The Insurrection at the Capitol was 
in fact a clear epiphany. It was in fact 
‘a moment of sudden revelation and 
insight' to the citizens of our nation. In 
fact, the willful violence, vitriol and ha-
tred displayed was a shock to the entire 
world. At the surface there were hordes 
of mostly privileged armed and angry 
White men intent on having their way 
and willing to do damage and defy au-
thority in order to make it happen. 
   As time has elapsed since what has 
been defined as an attempted coup, it has 
become clear how intentional, in depth 
and well prepared these White national-
ist terrorists were.
   These Insurgents built upon and dis-
played their radicalized extremist ac-
tions, philosophies and mores that fly 
in the face of American values and 
laws. The basis of their action was their 
claimed superiority and because of this 
notion of superiority it is their position 
that they could impose and inflict their 
will over the will of the nation. 

   This behavior was a shock to many. 
Not all, but many. Black Americans were 
not shocked or surprised by the storming 
of the halls of our democracy as we have 
lived our lives in this land subject to the 
tyrannical rule of those laws and mores 
which reflect this poisoned philosophy.
Blacks have lived lives in this nation 
subject to the rule of a power structure 
designed to oppress and punish at every 
opportunity. 
   And if anyone ever had a question 
about the existence of inequality of treat-
ment in America, The Epiphany at the 
Capitol made it abundantly clear.  There 
is a completely different set of rules and 
consequences for misbehavior and rule 
breaking in America for White men and 
Black men; even if it is the perception of 
rule breaking.
  Bookended by January 6, 2021 and 
the violence leashed out upon Black 
Lives Matters protesters throughout the 
summer of 2020 the official responses 
couldn’t have been more obviously ap-
palling in their disparity. Inequality 
doesn’t even define it.
   But, being subject to an unequal, ir-
rational, unpredictable, often cruel and 
violent and always depreciative, power 
structure has been the ongoing case for 
Black folks in America from the begin-
ning. Subject to a continual denial of 
rights, privileges, opportunity and access 
to Blacks is the unfortunate and very real 
system under which the US operates. 
   Our country was developed by White 
men with the belief that Blacks were in-
ferior to Whites and women were infe-
rior to men. America is currently in the 
midst of wrestling itself out of that no-
tion. 
   The first definition of the Epiphany 
was established when the Three Wise 
men from the East followed the Star of 
Bethlehem as they were foretold to seek 
by ancient prophesy. They arrived at ‘the 
sight where He lay’ guided by the ‘Star’ 

on January 6, the 12th Day of Christ-
mas, some call 12th Night. 
   The Wise men brought to the Christ 
child their precious gifts of gold, frank-
incense and myrrh thus establishing 
Epiphany which is celebrated by many 
cultures as the time of the gift giving of 
the Christmas season.
   Back to the fourth definition, this re-
cent January 6, this ‘moment of sudden 
revelation or insight’ at our nation’s 
Capitol, delivered a precious gift for the 
many deniers and unbelievers of our 
country. Delivered on the 12th Day of 
Christmas correlates with the visitation 
by the Three Wise men, who brought 
precious gifts, to the Messiah.
   The Star of Bethlehem has been de-
termined to have been a conjunction of 
3 planets, so bright it was said to have 
‘continued both day and night’ and lead 
the three to the Manger. 
   The Winter Solstice, December 21st 
heralds the three darkest days of the 
year. The Ancients recognized that the 
24th marked the eve of return of the 
Sun once again increasing its light upon 
the Earth. The Solstice brings the Earth 
out of the darkness and into the light. 
Winter Solstice 2021once again brought 
us planets in conjunction while herald-
ing the emergence from the darkness 
into the light. This time two planets, Ju-
piter which represents blessings, good 
luck, expansion, growth and fulfillment 
moved into conjunction and Saturn 
which represents limitations, hurdles 
and challenges. And both of these plan-
ets moved from the Astrological sign of 
Capricorn to the sign of Aquarius. 
   Some will recall that the coming of 
the Age of Aquarius is expected to 
bring with it a great positive change for 
all humanity. A change, from the old 
ways to the New Age where revelations 
of truth and the expansion of conscious-
ness unfold for humanity, and where 
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By Ron Klopfanstein
The Curious Case of Rose Grimaldi and Carolann Cardone

cont’d on page  7
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       Two days after the failed coup at-
tempt in Washington, Patrick Lohmann, 
a reporter for Syracuse.com broke stag-
gering political news closer to home.
     “700 votes were tossed in Oneida 
County. Officials ignored state law in lat-
est mess up,” his headline read. This was 
topped the following day when Lohm-
ann broke the story that “The Oneida 
County Board of Elections failed to 
register 2,418 residents who applied on 
time, rendering them unable to vote on 
Election Day.”
    On Tuesday, January 12th, Josh Rosen-
blatt, a Senior Reporter at WBGN 12 
News, in Binghamton broke the equal-
ly remarkable news that Rose Marie 
Grimaldi and Carolann Cardone, the two 
Oneida County Board of Elections com-
missioners who were responsible for the 
disenfranchisement of these thousands 
of voters, had both been reappointed 
to their positions weeks ago-long after 
these “mess-ups” occurred.
   “There were too many errors,” Tony 
Taurisano, a voter from Westmoreland, 
said in an interview via Twitter. “They 
were in charge, so in my opinion, they 
should have been replaced.”
   While Taurisano, like most of the peo-
ple I talked to in the wake of these rev-
elations, assumed that our county elec-
tions hadn’t warranted the scrutiny they 
are getting this year, that may not be the 
case.
  “I am hearing things that this is ‘on-
brand’ for Oneida County Board of Elec-
tions,” Katie Aiello reported in a You-
Tube video posted on December 1, 2020. 
“At the very least, our politics here are 
always ‘entertaining.’”
   Aiello is an independent new media 
journalist who has produced videos for 
both YouTube and her account at Insta-
gram.com/KatieAiello.  
  “We have [Anthony] Brindisi and 
[Claudia] Tenney running for Congress; 
less than one hundred votes separate 
them,” she explains in her video. “It’s 
always bad to misplace a vote and [in-
correctly] categorize it especially with a 
sticky note.”
   Those Oneida County Board of Elec-
tion “sticky notes” have been the source 
of consternation, derision, and humor 
over the past two and half months.
  “County BOEs are supposed to mark 
info about challenged ballots directly 
on the ballots,” Ricky Sayer, a Syracuse 
University student and intern at WBGN 

in Binghamton explained in a tweet. 
“Some BOEs used sticky notes instead. 
Many of those sticky notes fell off, mak-
ing it very tough for a court to determine 
if they had been counted or not, as well 
as if they should count.”
     Sayer and Josh Rosenblatt reported 
on November 23, 2020, that Judge Scott 
DelConte, who is tasked with sorting 
through the mess, said about our Board 
of Elections’ sticky notes, “we have a se-
rious problem on our hands.”
     Indeed. While the bumbling seems al-
most comical at times, the consequences 
are dire.
 
Errors Undermine Faith in the System
   “This feeds right into the right-wing 
conspiracy that we can’t trust the gov-
ernment,” Mark Spadafore, the Up-
state New York Political Director for 
1199SEIU (Service Employees Inter-
nation Union), which represents health 
care workers at several locations in 
Oneida County. “This is bad.”
            In a phone interview, Spada-
fore told me that there need to be con-
sequences and confirmed a fear many 
have-that the massive voter disenfran-
chisement would benefit the Claudia 
Tenney campaign. This is because the 
2,418 Oneida County citizens who ap-
plied to vote but whose registration to 
vote wasn’t processed did so through the 
Department of Motor Vehicles. Improv-
ing accessibility to voter registration is 
generally to make participation in the 
political process within reach of lower-
income and marginalized communities, 
who often vote Democratic.
   “If Anthony [Brindisi] loses shame on 
them,” Spadafore said. “At the end of the 
day, it’s one of those things where the 
will of the voters didn’t shine through.”
     It’s not clear, however, who will bene-
fit from the Board of Election’s mistakes. 
According to Dustin Czarny, among the 
ballots rescued by the court and ruled ad-
missible by Judge DelConte, the major-
ity so far have favored Tenney. He is the 
Onondaga County Democratic Elections 
Commissioner and Democratic Cau-
cus Chair for the New York State Elec-
tions Commissions. I asked him what he 
thought about Oneida County’s news.
    “I can tell you that this is not normal,” 
Czarny told me by phone. “The fact that 
there were 700 ballots that were rejected 
on top of 2,400 [registration forms] not 
processed. This is egregious.”
    A law was passed back in January of 
2019 that allows people registered in the 
state but who have moved outside of 
their county to vote by affidavit in their 
current county of residence.  The 700 
ballots that the Oneida County Board of 
Elections tried to discard resulted from 
these legal attempts by people to vote by 
affidavit.
    Should they [BOE] be held account-
able?” Czarny said. “Absolutely.”
   While he insisted that I consider the 
fact that resources are an issue and that 
“all county legislatures starve their 

board of elections,” I thought back to 
something Katie Aiello had said in her 
Instagram video.
   “$167,000 combined salary for those 
two,” she pointed out, referring to 
Grimaldi and Cardone. “So, I think I am 
mad about sticky notes.”
    In her video, Aiello cited several oddi-
ties going back through the recent histo-
ry of the Oneida County Board of Elec-
tions, particularly the mystery around 
Pamela Mandryck, who switched parties 
while serving as a commissioner after 
drawing nationwide attention in 2012 
for misspelling the name of President 
Barack Obama on the county’s sample 
ballots.
       If all of the disenfranchised voters are 
added together, they number 3,118 vot-
ers. The race for Congress in our district 
between Anthony Brindisi and Claudia 
Tenney is, as of this writing, is separated 
by only 29 votes. This means that if liter-
ally one percent of the disenfranchised 
voters could determine the outcome of 
that election. If all 3,118 of those Oneida 
County citizens had been allowed to ex-
ercise their legal right to vote, the out-
come could be entirely different from 
what the court must ultimately rule it to 
be. Whatever the result, the 2020 Con-
gressional race outcome in our district 
could be reasonably regarded by some 
as illegitimate. This is doubly concern-
ing because the fabric of the country has 
been rent by similar meritless allegations 
about the Presidential election.
   According to Dustin Czarny, now that 
the two commissioners have been reap-
pointed by the Democratic and Republi-
can Committees of Oneida County and 
the Oneida County Board of Legislators, 
the only person the voters can appeal to 
now to Governor Andrew Cuomo (www.
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-con-
tact-form.)
   “It should have never happened this 
way,” he said. “For accountability, 
though, it’s the Governor’s call.”
“I’m listening to what both county com-
mittees and Oneida County Legisla-
tors are saying publicly on the matter. 
Or more importantly, what they’re not 
saying,” Katie Aiello summed it up in 
a Twitter DM. “I worry their silence 
means they’re fine with the job that has 
been done. If this is true, we have big-
ger issues than just the failures that have 
been revealed in court.”
 
A Poll Worker Speaks Out
“I was a little dismayed at the whole op-
eration,” a woman who asked to be called 
“Margo” recounted her experience as a 
poll worker this past fall. “There were a 
bunch of older people who didn’t know 
the hell what was going on. The new 
ones and I were looking at each other 
and saying, ‘this is crazy.’”
            I reached out to “Margo” after 
reading her responses to my column on 
Facebook. She told me her real name 
(which she agreed I could share with 
the editor if he asked) but only permit-

ted me to say that the voting site where 
she worked was the Jewish Community 
Center in Utica.
            “A couple came in to vote,” she re-
called. “He was in the book; she wasn’t. 
The woman [poll worker] next to me 
said she couldn’t vote. I said, ‘that’s not 
up to us!’ and handed her an affidavit.”
            “Margo,” thinks they were both 
doctors and remembers them as being 
very upset. She says they had their kids 
with them.
            “All the new people were say-
ing, ‘this is crazy, nobody knows the 
hell what we’re doing!’” she repeated 
for emphasis. “There was just confusion 
about what to do; it wasn’t very well or-
ganized.” 
  “Margo” is still angry at what she wit-
nessed and what she’s since learned 
about the Oneida County Board of Elec-
tions scandals.  These include 2,418 
voter registration applications not pro-
cessed, 700 votes Judge Scott DelConte 
had to prevent from “discarding,” and 
most of all, the recent reappointment of 
BOE Commissioners Rose Grimaldi and 
Carolann Cardone.
  “The whole thing needs a rehaul,” 
“Margo” insisted. “And to think those 
two women were put back into those po-
sitions! Even after the judge admonished 
them!”
   Rose Grimaldi and Carolann Cardone 
did not return phone calls asking for 
comment.
  “Margo” would like to see a re-vote or a 
runoff election between incumbent Con-
gressman Anthony Brindisi, the Demo-
crat, and challenger Claudia Tenney, the 
Republican, but without Keith Price, the 
Libertarian candidate who came in a dis-
tant third.
 
“It Just Doesn’t Add Up”
            Tim Julian, a member of the 
Oneida County Board of Legislators 
(Independence Party), pointed out that 
Rose Grimaldi was reappointed prior to 
the election, thus before “the majority of 
the issues have come to light.”
    Julian emphasized that Boards of Elec-
tions are notoriously underfunded. This 
made the process extremely difficult in 
a year he describes as a “perfect storm” 
because of COVID’s direct impact on 
personnel and the tremendous increase 
in the number of mail-in ballots.
       “There were sweeping changes with-
out proper funding,” he said.
     I wondered if the commissioners’ re-
appointments were simply a pro forma 
exercise in which the county legislators 
routinely validated the Republican and 
Democratic county committees’ nomi-
nees.
      “Yes,” he said. “We leave it up to the 
parties.”
    “But, will the legislators follow up 
with them considering what happened?” 
I asked. “Who ultimately ‘takes the 
heat?’”
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The Heat Beat: DJ and Rapper J 
Easy’s “Black Lives Matter”

By Jess Szabo, Arts Writer

4 THE UTICA PHOENIX www.uticaphoenix.net

Broad Street Flea Market

ANTIQUES, VINTAGE COLLECTABLES, AMERICANA, PRIMITIVES

OBJET D'ART, EPHEMERA, GLASS, POTTERY, STONEWARE
 VINYL RECORDS, HANDMADE SOAP & CANDLES

807 Broad St, Utica, NY

Saturday - Sunday, 10am - 4pm
Wednesday - Friday, 10am - 5pm

VENDORS & FOOD TRUCKS WANTED

LUCKY BAMBOO PLANTS

FURNITURE

CBD PRODUCTS

315-941-0925

UP TO 50% OFF
NEW AND USED HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

INDOOR YEAR-ROUND

FREE FORT SCHUYLER TRADING COMPANY COFFEE

On January 6, all decent Americans 
watched in horror as an angry mob 
made up not exclusively, but primar-
ily of white people, invaded the United 
States Capitol building. These domes-
tic terrorists plotted to take over the 
government on social media several 
weeks in advance, incited to further 
violence, including murder, by then 
President Donald Trump, his son, 
Donald Trump, Jr., and Trump senior’s 
attorney, Rudy Guiliani. 
   The police, despite one of their own 
being victimized by the terrorists, were 
filmed granting them access to the 
Capitol building, cheering them on, 
even posing for pictures with them. 
Now former President Trump respond-
ed to the terror attack by gently urging 
them to go home after the fact, stating, 
“We love you. You’re very special.”
    These reactions were shocking in 
any case, but made even more so when 
compared to the reactions of most po-
lice departments to the Black Lives 
Matter protests of the previous sum-
mer, in which the majority of the faces 
seen on camera were Black, and the 
focus was on the lives of Black people. 
Police greeted protesters in full riot 
gear, formed human blockades against 
buildings, and were regularly seen 
herding people out of public spaces.
    This contrast served as further vali-
dation of the message of the Black 
Lives Matter movement, and the im-
portance of working toward a society 
in which our treatment by law enforce-
ment is determined by our behavior, 
and not by the color of our skin, or the 
skin of the majority of the people in 
the crowd. While Black Lives Matter 
marches may not be happening right 
now, many continue to work tirelessly 
for justice in this area. Trump’s words, 
in a horrifying manner, demonstrated 
that words matter, and if they can in-
cite evil, they can also inspire others to 
do what is good and just. And some of 
that inspiration for good is happening 
right here at Phoenix Radio.
    Phoenix Radio DJ and Utica Rapper 
J Easy’s song, “Black Lives Matter” is 

an excellent example of speaking out 
for good through art. The song was 
written in 2015, two years after “Black 
Lives Matter” officially formed. Of 
course, racism against Black people 
has always been a shameful part of 
American culture and has never truly 
gone away, but J Easy noted that a re-
surgence of more overt and violent ex-
pressions of that racism began around 
that time, as many racists in the coun-
try were inspired to act out against a 
Black president.

    “I saw everything that was going 
on,” J Easy said, referring to the in-
creasing incidents of violence and 
police brutality directed toward Black 
people, “And I knew a local artist 
needed to say something about it. I do 
a lot of community events locally, so 
I felt like I should be the one to put 
something out.”
    He explained that the song took a 
couple of weeks to write, noting that 
the creative process for this song 
flowed quickly.
    “Usually when I write, once I sit 
down and focus on a song, it comes just 
like that. One verse was performed at 
the Juneteenth celebration that year,” 
he said, adding that he was asked to 
perform a rap verse with some other 
artists, but did not want to do a cover.
    “I like to write my own,” he said. 
“Then I decided to make a whole song 
out of it, because I thought it was a 
good verse.”
    J Easy credits his friend Marcus 
Mann with the beat of the song.
    “He played me some beats, and one I 
heard was it, so I helped him put a beat 
together,” he said. “It was like it was 
meant to be.”
    The video would come later, at the 
urging of another friend, the owner of 
Say What? Marketing Services, a Uti-

ca based company whose owner does 
not list their name on their business 
website.
    Although the song will be six years 
old in 2021, the lyrics ring true to any-
one listening to it today. One can’t help 
but think back to those Black Lives 
Matter protesters in the summer of 
2020, being greeted by police in full 
riot gear when hearing the line, “The 
endorsement of law enforcement to 
kill at will is rough.”
   “We ain’t saying that the others don’t, 
We’re just speaking up for us because 
the others won’t,” brings to mind ev-
ery social media meme insisting that 
“they” wouldn’t have gotten shot if 
“they” had just chosen not to break the 
law in the first place, or at least obeyed 
police orders.
    And “..justice for all…except us…” 
reminds listeners of the 2020 murder 
of George Floyd, the 2018 murder 
of Stephon Clark, and so many other 
Black men and women in recent years, 
as they contrast with the arrests of peo-
ple like Dylann Roof and Brock Turner 
in 2015, who were apprehended gen-
tly, despite being arrested for unspeak-
ably violent crimes.
    The song and video are immensely 
popular, and deservedly so. As of Jan-
uary 18, more than 350 people have 
played the video on YouTube alone, as 

most who hear the song want to share 
it with their friends.
    J Easy said he greatly appreciates the 
love the song has gotten.
    “I want to say ‘Thank you’ to every-
body for listening to it and showing so 
much support to it,” he stated, adding 
that he would perform it at future com-
munity events if asked.
    In addition to continuing to enjoy the 
song and video, J Easy hopes listeners 
and viewers will come away with a 
renewed dedication to the song’s mes-
sage.
    “Overall, I would like to see racism 
end,” he said. “But I know I’m only 
one person. I hope this contributes to 
helping bring the racism level down. 
To really bring racism down, people 
will have to come out of that mindset. 
Hopefully this will help sway their 
minds.”
    The video for “Black Lives Matter” 
can be found on YouTube on J Easy’s 
channel, easyatm. Visit http://Www.
reverbnation.com/easyatm for more 
from this great local artist.
 
  
Jess Szabo is a novelist, writing 
teacher, and arts writer from Utica. 
Visit her website, Artist Cafe Utica, at 
www.artistcafeutica.com to read more 
of her work.
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Riot at Revels    Absence of Justice  Phoenix Staff Reports
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continued on page 10

   In the midst of the June heat of last 
year, a couple (Monica Revels and Jeff 
Yeomans) were beaten in the funeral 
home they own and manage on Eagle 
St. in Cornhill. Ms. Revels was beaten 
within an inch of her life. 
    The attackers happened to be the 
Black family members of the deceased, 
customers who were attending the ser-
vice of their relative. As this attack es-
calated, police arrived to secure the area.  
Police observed much of the violence, 
were told by the victims who the assail-
ants were and took down information. 
Revels and Yeomans were hospitalized 
as a result of their injuries sustained in 
the brutal attacks. 
  In the process, the mob invaded and 
vandalized the business, violated the 
sanctuary, disturbed the sanctity of the 
human body and disrupted the funeral 
service.
   What’s more troubling is how at ev-
ery stage of this incident the system has 
seemingly failed this couple. Their early 
pleas for police security went unheeded, 
their business was vandalized and de-
famed, and their privacy at the hospital 
was violated. The victims feel that their 
request for justice has been ignored.
   To this date, only two out of a mob of 
attackers have been arrested. The family 
never paid for the funerary care of the 
body, the services nor the burial of their 
loved one. There has been little conse-
quence for the brutality and destruction 
which took place.
 
A Brief History
Monica Revels inherited Revels’ Funer-
al Home from her father, Thomas, who 
died in October of 2014. It was 1992 
when Mr. Revels and his wife moved to 
the Utica area and he acquired the Gib-
son Funeral Service, Inc. He then estab-
lished the T. Revels-Gibson Funeral Ser-
vice, Inc., where, for the next 20 years, 
he served the community with great care 
and compassion. 
While she was a successful business 
woman in NYC, Monica Revels de-
cided to keep the funeral home running 
as a tribute to her father and still living 
mother, Synita. Monica’s boyfriend, Jeff 
Yeoman of Syracuse, is a partner in the 
operation of the funeral home as well. 
It’s worth noting that Revels’ Funeral 
Home is the only Black owned funeral 
home in the entire county. In fact, T. 
Revels-Gibson Funeral Service has the 
distinction of being the oldest Black 
business in Oneida County.
There is also a unique significance sur-
rounding funeral homes in American 
culture. The right to properly bury their 
dead was one of the autonomous func-
tions that slaves were allowed early on. 
It was an element of segregation in the 

South that Whites did not want to touch, 
teach or treat Blacks. During the Civil 
War, slaves and Black soldiers did much 
of the burying and embalming of the 
many dead soldiers on battlefields, thus 
gaining the necessary funerary parlor 
skills. After the Civil War, funeral homes 
were one of the key self-owned indus-
tries that Black Americans possessed. 
The Revels’ Funeral Home therefore 
plays a key role for the Black communi-
ty here in Utica as a bastion of Black cul-
ture. Yet, when its owners were attacked 
and their business put in jeopardy, they 
received little attention. 

Sequence of events:
In early June, a 50-year-old woman 
named Felicia Frazier died. Hers was a 
gradual death. Her body had deteriorated 
badly by the time she finally passed. Her 
family called upon the services of the T. 
Revels Gibson Funeral Home for burial. 
Frazier’s mother, Mrs. Thompson, re-
quested a direct burial with no embalm-
ing as the body was already decompos-
ing. The burial was to take place on 
Friday the 12th. 

Wednesday the 10th 
Ms. Revels recounted when Mrs. 
Thompson came by: “She came in to 
formally finalize the arrangements and 
asked if she could view her daugh-
ter one more time.  We agreed that she 
could have that private moment with her 
daughter’s body on Thursday, 11 June, 
2020. We explained to her that though 
the body had been kept according to in-
dustry standard that with no embalming 
having taken place, Felicia’s body was 
decaying and that the mother would need 
to sign a waiver.” The mother declined.
     

Thursday the 11th
It was a shock to the proprietors when 
the next day there were thirty to forty 
relatives of the Thompson and Pearson 
families outside of the Funeral Home ex-

pecting a wake to view the body for that 
very day. Mrs. Thompson had apparently 
changed her mind about having a direct 
burial and now wanted a service unbe-
knownst to the business operators. 
Monica and Jeff explained again to Mrs. 
Thompson, that though her family was 
insisting, that no wake had been planned 
and none could legally be held at this 
point. Furthermore, with Covid restric-
tions in effect, only an extremely small 
number of people could attend an actual 
service inside of the building. 
Several female members of the family 
returned to the Funeral Home three dif-
ferent times that day and demanded to 
see the deceased. The business owners 
report that they were pounding on the 
doors and cursing them out for not let-
ting them in. 
After family members began threatening 
to burn the establishment to the ground, 

Monica and Jeff called the police. A 
UPD patrol car responded and drove 
around the property resulting in the fam-
ily members leaving. They returned later 
to threaten legal action by a cousin who 

Jeff Yeomans after first beat down

s supposedly a Syracuse attorney. 
Revels and Yeomans agreed to a funer-
al service that no more than 25 family 
members could attend for the next morn-
ing. Yeomans then spent that evening 
preparing the deceased even though it 
was to be a closed casket service. 
Marcus Reed, who has lived in Utica for 
38 years, is an assistant at the FH and 
was called in the previous day to help out 
and was present when the family mem-
bers were threatening to burn the build-
ing if their demands were not met. Reed 
heard the one of the family members say, 
“One way or another, we’re gonna get to 
see her body. That casket will be open”.
It’s important to remember that Felicia 
Frazier’s body had not been embalmed 
as the family had only requested a di-
rect burial, and that displaying the body 
at this point would violate the law. The 

Monica Revels after first beat down
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           Legal Myths & Reality
By Susan Tomley

By Judge Joan Shkane
Public Health and Vaccines
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   This moment that calls for tough love. 
It is essential that American Blacks set 
aside the unresolved issues they carry in 
their bodies and minds that result from 
the enslavement of their predecessors.   
Coronavirus is a killer and we have only 
2 ways of protecting ourselves from 
this killer:  We can avoid it by wearing 
masks, maintaining social distance, and 
sheltering in place, or we can be vacci-
nated and enjoin those around us to do so 
as well until we achieve herd immunity.  
There are no other ways to survive this 
pandemic.  The Black community must 
not allow itself to buy into We must not 
allow ourselves, you must not allow 
yourselves to less to Trump and his cro-
nies obfuscation.  Trump does not care 
how many people of color fall victim to 
COVID-19 because his only concern is 
that inconveniences him.  
   The Black Community cannot allow 
past insults and assaults to lead them to 
be unwise to about the coronavirus by 
acting as it would be unsafe to be vac-
cinated against coronavirus.  In the past, 
the whistleblower who made the public 
health and medical communities recog-
nize the outrages perpetrated against the 
Black community of Tuskegee between 
1932 and 1972.  These outrages contin-
ue to lead Black Americans to question 
whether the coronavirus vaccine is safe 
and effective.  Despite Donald Trump’s 
mystifying behavior, the medical and 
scientific communities have been ethical, 
transparent, and determined in carefully 
determining the safety and effectiveness 
of the vaccines developed over the last 2 
decades to protect them American pub-
lic from the SARS viruses, morality, and 
honesty are highly valued.  
   Although it does not seem to be that 
way, we are this public health lifeboat 
together. Donald Trump’s unseemly be-
havior has increased the risk associated 
with SARS CoV-2 to which each of us 
is exposed.  This is far from being the 
only public health danger promoted by 
the Trump Administration.  Savagely 
misogynistic “physicians” in the employ 
of the Trump Administration’s ICE are 
forcing female undocumented immi-
grants who came to the United States in 
search of safety and economic survival 
to undergo sterilization because of the 
racial and economic hatred fomented by 
the political right.  
   The horror of the Tuskegee Syphilis 
study is offered as an explanation of the 
Black community’s reluctance to be vac-
cinated against the coronavirus.  This 
explanation is totally inaccurate, or im-
plausible since it denies the actual robust 
response to the medical and public health 
professionals’ reaction to whistleblower-
reports of the violation of the dignity and 
health of the subjects Tuskegee Syphilis 
study.  Not only did the ACLU settle its 
class action lawsuit against the US Public 
Health less than a year after the publica-
tion of the first whistleblower reports.  In 
the 1973, the settlement awarded the 600 
subjects and their families $10 million in 
1973, or 61.5 million in today’s dollars, 
but the ethical foundations of practice of 
public health were transformed.  These 

foundations are sacrosanct.  The first 
principles of public health following the 
Tuskegee Syphilis study are its ethical 
cornerstones:

Principles of Public Health
  
  Non-maleficence is the precept that 
dictates that public health agents must 
anticipate risk and minimize the harm 
that may result from their actions.  The 
health or well-being of an Individual or 
group may n0t be sacrificed to promote 
the common good, or the greater good.
   Beneficence calls for the maximization 
of benefits. 
   Health Maximization
Actions must be evidence-based.  
The promotion of sustainable effects is 
desirable. Interventions should lead to an 
improvement in the quality of life.  
Autonomy
People are autonomous individuals.  
Informed consent is the method we use 
to assure an individual’s aut0nomy when 
faced with the need for medical care. 
Consent must never be assumed. No 
public health action should manipulate, 
coerce, or deceive an individual or com-
munity. The free will of individuals must 
be respected
Justice
No public health activity should result 
in discrimination or stigmatization.  Any 
action undertaken by public health activ-
ists must be transparent. A public health 
intervention should eliminate exist-
ing social and health inequities. Public 
health activists promote the good of vul-
nerable sub-populations. Interventions 
should lead to the promotion health and/
or social equity.
  
  Students of public health learn of the 
shame of Tuskegee on this first day of 
class because the academic public health 
really means “never again” associated 
with the Tuskegee Syphilis Study. The 
practice of public health as we know it 
transformed the lives of American chil-
dren since I was a child.  My childhood 
was punctuated by a series of infectious 
diseases from which today’s children are 
protected by vaccines.  
   As children in the 1950s, my brothers 
and I endured the mumps, chicken pox, 
measles, and German measles whereas 
my brother’s grandchildren were pro-
tected from most of these infectious dis-
eases by vaccines.  
   I remember my parents’ dread that we  
would contract polio during the hot, hu-
mid summers of my childhood.  When 
I started school in 1957, several of the 
children in my school were wheelchair 
bound or crutches dependent.  In June 
1963 my family moved to Europe for 
several years. When we left for Europe 
the WHO required that we be vaccinated 
against a few diseases one of which was 
smallpox.  
   The next time I left the United States, 
I learned that I no longer needed to be 
vaccinated against smallpox because it 
was eradicated in most of the world and 
would soon be eradicated throughout 

This is a continuing discussion of Legal 
Myths and Reality, because those in-
formed are always the most successful.
MYTH:  A power of attorney must be 
exactly and correctly written or it will 
not be honored by banks, medical pro-
viders, and others.
REALITY:  This is currently the law in 
New York State.  But it will be changed 
180 days after mid-December, 2020.  
A power of attorney is used to appoint 
another person to act in financial, medi-
cal, Social Security, Medicaid, pension, 
medical records, and most other matters, 
including personal decisions.  Without it, 
for example, an incapacitated person’s 
rent or mortgage may go unpaid, utility 
payments cannot be made and other ser-
vices may go unpaid and therefore un-
provided.  The old law requiring exact 
procedure was written to protect against 
elder abuse or exploitation.  The old law 
required an incapacitated person to take 
an expensive route to have someone 
appointed as legal guardian by a court.  
This would require incurring attorney 
fees and court fees.  Under the old law 
the principal (person giving the power of 
attorney) must be physically able to sign 
a power of attorney.  If the rules were not 
exactly followed, there were unintended 
consequences, such as a bank, hospital, 
or other entity refusing to act.  
The Legislature approved and the Gov-
ernor signed a new bill that will go into 
effect 180 days from mid-December, 
2020.  After that time the process of 
preparing a power of attorney will be 
streamlined.  Then banks and anyone 
else interested must accept the form, 
and the delegation of power it provides, 
if the form SUBSTANTIALLY COM-
PLIES with the new statute.  The form 
will not need to be exactly in accordance 
with the law.  Currently, when an incom-
plete or questionable power of attorney 
form is presented, if it is not precisely 
correct, the default is to deny the power 
to act to the designated person.  Soon the 
default will be to accept the form and act 
in accordance with the power granted to 

the third party.  In addition, a principal 
will be able to appoint someone to sign 
a power of attorney form on his/her be-
half, if the principal cannot physically 
do so.  An example of this is a hospital 
caring for an incapacitated person.  The 
hospital will be able to Zoom with the 
principal and third party and during the 
Zoom conversation the incapacitated 
person will be able to direct the third 
party to sign all documents, including a 
power of attorney.  This new law is ex-
pected to reduce the costs of granting a 
power to from thousands of dollars for a 
guardian, to several hundred for a power 
of attorney, at most.  
MYTH: New York laws do not respond 
to real needs of the people.
REALITY: Some new laws that will go 
into effect in New York State in 2021 fall 
into several categories:  Some of them 
are the Legislature’s direct response to 
the Covid virus, or to individual medi-
cal needs.  Some eligible employees are 
entitled to up to 12 weeks of job-protec-
tion, including paid time off.  This can 
be taken all at once or on separate days.  
Among other events, the time-off can be 
used to care for a new child, to care for 
an ill family member, or to help when a 
family member is deployed overseas on 
active military service.  
The cost of insulin will be capped for 
out-of-pocket costs at $100.00 for a thir-
ty-day supply.
A panel will be created to review how 
to simplify health insurance claims for 
Covid related treatment;

Some new laws are directly in response 
to specific situations.  In 2005, an 
11-year-old girl was killed in a boating 
accident off Long Island.  Now all boat 
operators born after January 1, 1988 
must complete a boating safety course.  
In 2018, a stretch limousine crash in 
Schoharie killed twenty people.  Now 
stretch limos altered starting in 2021 
must have safety belts for each seat.  
Limos modified before 2021 must have 
safety belts for each seat by January 1, 
2023;
The 2020 election cycle produced sev-
eral new laws.  Now there will be an 
immediate full, manual recount when 
the margin of victory for one candidate 
is 20 or fewer votes, or 0.5% or smaller.  
Where at least one million votes were 
case and the victory is less than 5,000 
votes, there will be an immediate manual 
recount.
Sample ballots must be posted by each 
county Board of Election on its website 
in a conspicuous place;
There are numerous miscellaneous 
new laws.  Illegal dumping of con-
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    “They’re still in court,” Julian ex-
plained that he and his colleagues didn’t 
want to impede the election process fur-
ther. “When this all shakes out, we’ll see 
where the missteps were.”
   “Yes, it was a screw-up,” Bill Thick-
stun, the Oneida County Democratic 
Committee Chair of Towns, admitted. 
“That’s one of the reasons we didn’t rush 
to reappoint [Democratic commissioner] 
Carolann Cardone in November.”
   Thickstun says that Cardone is still “the 
most competent person in that office.”
    He told me she realized after June 23, 
2020, that it had been “impossible to pro-
cess the unbelievable number of mail-in 
ballots” even for that relatively smaller 
primary election. He says she assured 
him that it could not be allowed to hap-
pen in the general election. To ensure it 
didn’t, she even outsourced the absentee 
ballots to Fort Orange Press, a company 
that, according to their website (fortor-
angepress.com/ballot-printing/) “mas-
tered the ballot production workflow to 
assure superior ballot printing services 
and a trouble-free election day.”
            Ultimately, though, according 
to Thickstun, the increased demands 
required an infusion of federal aid that 
never arrived. Election Day was any-
thing but “trouble-free.”
     “There was a bill in the House [of 
Representatives] for months,” he ex-
plains. “But [then Majority Leader] 
Mitch McConnell blocked it because he 
and Trump thought it would benefit the 
blue states like ours.”
    I asked Pete Sobel, the Oneida County 
Republican Committee Chairman, to 
comment on the reappointments.
   “For the record Rose Grimaldi [Repub-
lican commissioner] has been reappoint-
ed five times, [most recently] in October 
2020,” he pointed out.
    I asked him if his party shared Judge 
DelConte’s concerns about the over 
three thousand potentially disenfran-
chised voters.

            “At the conclusion of the judge’s 
discussion [trial], we will reconvene and 
have a review and discussion,” he re-
plied.
     “Who is ‘we?’” I asked.
    “I don’t have a definition as to who,” 
he answered. “I will join others, and oth-
ers will join me, and we will have a re-
view.”  
       The only person, other than Judge 
DelConte who can take action at this 
point is Governor Andrew Cuomo. I 
asked his Rich Azzopardi, Senior Advi-
sor and Spokesman, if the Governor was 
aware of the situation.
“We are aware of the various operational 
issues in this race and across the state on 
Election Day,” Azzopardi assured me. 
“We have proposed some remedies so 
that we don’t have this haphazard pro-
cess again.”
He told me that the Governor’s proposed 
budget calls for funding to help count the 
absentee ballots quicker so that, like oth-
er states, ballots can be opened, counted, 
and cured more efficiently.
“In the last few years, the Governor has 
done a lot of things to open up the elec-
tion process and make the process way 
less restrictive,” Azzopardi reminded 
me. “But, we do need to speed it up be-
cause it is still too unacceptably slow.”
            According to Luke Perry, Pro-
fessor of Government of Utica College, 
“Now the full extent of Oneida County’s 
shortcomings this cycle are known, in-
cluding disenfranchising thousands of 
voters. It’s reasonable to expect one or 
both commissioners to resign and hope 
both party committees agree to collec-
tively reform the selection of Board of 
Elections commissioners/staff and over-
haul our electoral administration.”
  Perry added that “at minimum, this is 
necessary to help restore public trust in 
local government and strengthen our de-
mocracy.”
  This lack of trust in the system is pre-
cisely what the poll worker, “Margo,” 
articulated to me when we spoke this 

The Curious Case   
Rumble: Indians Who Rocked the 
World premiered on PBS two years 
ago, on January 19, 2019. This re-
markable, and long overdue, show 
featured Indigenous musicians who 
have had significant impact on con-
temporary and historical music. 
While most of the profiled artists are 
from the 20thcentury it does prove 
that aboriginal music is the true 
“North American” means of harmon-
ic expression.
   By watching the documentary we 
learn that the Blues, Jazz, Rock, New 
Age and world music have had Na-
tive roots. Past composers and stars 
of Native ancestry range from Char-
ley Patton, the godfather of the Blues 
to the Jazz artist Russel Moore and 
Kay Starr, one of the most prominent 
country singers of the 1940’s-50’s. 
   Others of influence are Link Wray, 
Peter Lafarge, Jesse Ed Davis, Floyd 
Westerman, Joseph Fire Crow, Willie 
Dunn, Buddy Red Bow and A. Paul 
Ortega, all now in the Spirit World 
but not before they were able to share 
their talents as singers, composers 
and instrumentalists across the globe.
   Among the contemporary artists 
are Robbie Robertson, Buffy St. Ma-
rie, Joanne Shenandoah (my wife), 

Joanelle Romero, Pat Vegas, R. Car-
los Nakai, Bill Miller, Annie Hum-
phrey and hundreds of others. They 
are talented equal to anyone else 
but have been muzzled because of 
their heritage. Whatever cartel con-
trols the music industry has decided 
that Native music is not marketable 
hence made invisible.
   This was evident on January 20 
when US President Joseph Biden 
took his oath of office in heavily se-
cured US Capitol. President Biden 
has called “inclusiveness “as a cor-
nerstone of his term and this is re-
flected in his selection of cabinet 
secretaries including US Rep. Debra 
Haaland, Laguna, of New Mexico to 
oversee the massive Department of 
the Interior (70,000 employees).
   Given this there should have been 
at least one Native performer at the 
inauguration to mark the historic 
event. There should have been at 
least one Native spiritual leader to 
give voice to the Indigenous Nations 
and to the natural world.
  Instead, the planning committee 
decided to go with mainstream per-
formers one of who sang the Woody 
Guthrie ballad “This Land is Your 
Land.” This song makes Native peo-
ple very upset since it gives the im-
pression that the continent belongs to 
the Americans when, in fact, it was 
stolen by the settlers among whom 
was Mr. Guthrie’s father Charles 
Guthrie, a land speculator who was 
said to have cheated Native people of 
their property.
   Guthrie himself was aware of, and 
sensitive to, the displacement of In-
digenous peoples and the subsequent 
suffering which was a result. Yet 
while he might have included a verse 
acknowledging his family’s part in 
these thefts but he did not and the 
ballad has become a way for the im-

migrants to lay claim to that which is 
not theirs. It is irritating that no one 
on the inaugural planning committee 
realized how provocative this song 
is-as offensive to us as those old “ne-
gro” black faced minstrels. 
  This was a serious mistake by 
whomever decided to have Jennifer 
Lopez sing the song. It was a glaring 
reminder by indigenous people that 
we remain, with the exception of Ms. 
Haaland, obscure. 

Perhaps this will change but the oppor-
tunity to profile one of our artists and to 
have our history and current status ac-
knowledged before hundreds of millions 
of viewers and participants was forever 
lost. 
This is not right but we can encourage 
President Biden to hold a special event at 
the White House featuring our perform-
ers and show that we are not a forgotten 
people and will no longer be subjected to 
these slights

continued from page 3
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Study Buddy Club Alum is a Utica Success Story     By Phoenix Staff

Utica resident Na’Jaia Engram is a 
Utica and Study Buddy Club success 
story. Currently a senior at Proctor High 
School, she is headed off to college in 
the Fall of 2021, and will major in Music 
with a minor in Business Administration.
Her grandmother, Kim Baynard, de-
scribed Na’Jaia as a born artist, some-
one with a love for performing and a 
rising star in her own right, adding that 
the Business Administration studies will 
serve to both support her artistic goals 
and as a possible second career while her 
goals in the arts unfold.
   Na’Jaia  has not yet made her final 
decision on where to attend college, 

but she has been accepted to Delaware 
State, her first choice school. She is also 
considering Howard University, SUNY 
Oneonta, Hamilton College, Virginia 
State, Spellman, North Carolina A&T, 
and the American Musical and Dramatic 
Academy.
  Nai’Jaia’s success and focus is due to 
a combination of natural talent, hard 
work, and family and community sup-
port, including Na’Jaia’s mother Aleisha 
Troutman. Na’Jaia comes from a family 
of artists and began to show aptitude for 
the arts at age four.
  “She was four when I first noticed she 
could hold a tune,” Baynard said. “The 
song ‘Soldier,’ by Beyonce was a favor-
ite at the time. Nai’Jaia sang what she 
could grasp at four years old. I hardly 
think she understood what the words 
meant, but she sang the song as she un-
derstood it.”
   By age nine, Na’Jaia had begun sing-
ing in church, in the junior choir, and in 
school. In the third grade, Na’Jaia began 
studying the violin. 
  “She really has a love for perform-
ing,” Baynard said. When Na’Jaia en-
tered high school, she became active in 
the Show Choir and the Drama Club. 
Na’Jaia has also been active in basket-
ball, playing the violin, the Mohawk Val-

ley Junior Frontiers, and held a part-time 
job while in high school.
   Baynard attributes Mohawk Valley Ju-
nior Frontiers’ mentors in helping shape 
her granddaughter’s life. “They help 
kids learn skills and hold them account-
able,” she said.
   Na’Jaia came into the group in the ninth 
grade and is still participating today.
Na’Jaia’s involvement in the Study Bud-
dy Club began when she started tagging 
along with her sister, Emajinae Trout-
man.
  “It was a supporting piece of helping 
with homework, and teaching her to 
carve out time for homework. She also 
credits the Study Buddy Club with guid-
ing Na’Jaia on the path to researching 
and selecting the right college
  “As a onetime volunteer, I would ac-
company them to Hamilton College and 

saw up close and personal how impor-
tant it was to have high school students 
interact with college students,” Baynard 
noted. “For many students, they want to 
go to college, but don’t visit the campus-
es, they don’t know what it’s really like.”
Baynard encourages her granddaughter 
and everyone in the class of 2021 to en-
vision what they want to be in life and 
stick to their own vision of what they 
want to be, guided by God. She fur-
ther encourages Na’Jaia and her peers 
to avoid people who seem unwilling to 
work toward goals, or who seem stuck 
in old patterns that do not benefit them 
or society. We don’t get what we want 
without setting goals and setting a time-
line to work from,” she reminds them. “I 
wish you all the brightest future and the 
best chance to do what nobody else has 
done.”
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Introducing...

SaniClean of CNY at work

  Just before the holidays, CEO 
Cassandra Harris-Lockwood made 
the rounds to the Utica Food Bank, 
The Johnson Park Center, the Thea 
Bowman House, Mr. Marianne 
Westside Kitchen and the Bou-
tique delivering thousands of hand-
made masks to distribute to those 
in need. Pictured  above with Rep. 
Marianne Buttenschon and Utica 
Food Bank director Chief Rus-
sell Brooks, Harris-Lockwood 
makes delivery to the Food Bank. 
   The 100% cotton, 2 ply, washable 
and reversible masks were made by 
Layers of Love, a group of Volun-
teers from the Waterville area who 
sew masks for free distribution in the 
Central NY area. The masks come in 
all sizes to fit the entire family from 
extra-large for men to preschool sizes 

with adorable patterns and designs. 
   Harris-Lockwood said, “My sister-
in-law, Susannah Lockwood Quayle 
is one of the leaders in Layers of 
Love. During this pandemic they 
have made over 9,000 masks and 
made them available to the public. 
Suzy made it possible for us to part-
ner with Layers of Love to keep our 
Urban community safe by getting 
these masks to outlets that serve the 
most vulnerable in our area. We are 
grateful and happy to be a part of this 
important work to keep people safe.” 
   Garro Drugs on Bleecker St in 
downtown Utica is also a location 
for people to ask for these masks. 
   If you would like to help out Layers 
of Love go to https://www.paypal.
com/pools/c/8q6y5w7qjX as they 
rely on donations to buy supplies.

For The Good Provides Community 
with Masks from Layers of Love

February 2021



   Stephen L. Lockwood, P.C.
General Practice of Law
Zoom Conferencing Available

                                                                                      Se Habla Español

                                285 Genesee Street
                                                          Utica, NY 13501
                                                    Telephone: 315.724.5177
                                                  lockwoodlawpc@gmail.com                                                        

10 THE UTICA PHOENIX www.uticaphoenix.net

Riot at Revels
family had the right to view the body by 
signing a waiver, but for whatever rea-
son the Pearson and Thompson family 
wouldn’t sign.

Friday the 12th
  At 7:30AM, the proprietors called the 
UPD and requested police presence for 
the event scheduled for the next day in 
case of any further acts of aggression. 
At the time of writing this, Monica is re-
questing phone records from her phone 
provider to confirm her claim that she 
called for police security. According to 
the Funeral Home staff, no police were 
present for security. The Assistant DA 
has said that the UPD were in fact in the 
area for security. If that’s the case, then 
the staff were unaware of UPD being in 
the area, therefore it clearly wasn’t the 
level of security requested. Monica and 
Jeff expected squad cars to be parked at 
the Funeral Home as a visual deterrent.  
   Family members and friends of the de-
ceased began arriving at 11 o’clock for a 
noon service. Ms. Revels had to strongly 
refuse the family's request to have 25 
people enter the building as that would 
incur a massive fine. While only around 
six relatives were allowed to sit and stay, 
Jeff reported that almost 60-70 relatives 
waded into the building none were wear-
ing masks.
  As the service ended and the deceased’s 
body was to be moved to the hearse, 
Yeomans began ushering people out. He 
came upon one of the deceased's grand-
daughters sitting in a chair. She told him 
she wasn’t leaving and that she would 
have to be escorted out by police. Jeff 
said, “Alright, I’ll call them [police] 
now” and walked away.
It was at that moment Jeff was attacked 
by approximately 20 members of the 
family. He reports that they were punch-
ing and hitting him from all sides and 
from behind and forced him against the 
wall. Yeomans’ injuries corroborate this 
account. 

Funeral assistant Marcus Reed saw the 
attack unfold, and was surprised as he 
knew the deceased and her immediate 
relatives well and said that this behavior

 

was uncharacteristic of them. “They are 
a very outstanding family, but to this day 
all the events that happened are a shock-
er to me.” 
   As the attack happened, Reed immedi-
ately called 911 from the office. He says 
he called 911 six to seven times but they 
still didn’t respond.   
   Two male members of the family pulled 
Yeomans out of the fray and attempted 
to end the attack. Ms. Revels entered the 
main chapel to witness the attack. Rev-
els recounts, “I heard all of this ruckus 
so I walked back into the chapel to see 
Jeff pinned against a wall. His jacket 
was torn. His face was bloodied. He was 
fighting off multiple attackers. He was 
angry. There was a lot of screaming and 
yelling. People were laughing and mock-
ing him as he stood his ground and a few 
men tried to guard him.
  “We got Jeff back into the office and I 
walked back to the chapel. One woman 
asked me if I was the owner and I re-
plied yes. The next thing I know was she 
punched me in my head and then a group 
of women started kicking and punching 
me. I later found out that one of the men 
who was in attendance saved me and 

brought me back to the office. When I 
cleared my head, I looked for Jeff and 
someone told me that he was outside 
with the police.”
  Before exiting the building, Jeff had 
called 911. Both Jeff and Monica re-
called that the 911 operator failed to take 
their call seriously in the midst of the 
crisis and kept asking an excess of irrel-
evant questions. 
  Minutes later, all parties were outside 
of the building. The fracas had spilled 
out into the street. Jeff was standing next 
to a UPD Officer when he was again at-
tacked by several family members. As-
sistant DA Laurie Lisi stated that only 
one single officer responded initially and 
that while he did an excellent job trying 
to contain the situation, did in fact arrive 

alone and called for backup only after 
seeing the situation get out of hand. Lisi 
mentions that the crowd turned on the of-
ficer, but is that what motivated him to 
call back up and not the descriptive calls 
of the victims? Also, if there was already 
a police presence in the area then why 
did only one officer arrive at first?
  Meanwhile, Ms. Revels had left the 
building to again look for her partner. 
She explained, “I went to look for Jeff 
out of our side door and saw the police 
car but I did not see Jeff.  As I walked 
toward the officer, I was jumped by the 
same person who hit me initially in the 
chapel. She hit me in the head and I re-
member falling and hitting my head on 
the concrete. Then someone was drag-
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Background
   John (Jan} F. Krawiec was born on 
June 15, 1919 in Bachorzee, Poland. He 
received his elementary and high school 
education in Przemysl, Poland. In July, 
1939 he graduated from the army’s offi-
cer cadet training unit and participated in 
the September’s campaign against Nazi 
Germany’s invading forces. In October 
1939 he joined the Polish underground 
movement, working in various capaci-
ties, but mainly in underground newspa-
pers. Jan Krawiec, a Polish underground 
fighter, who survived Auschwitz, went 
on to be a newsman in Chicago, died In 
October, 2020. He was 101 and had lived 
long enough to see his homeland freed 
from Soviet domination. It was a silent 
killer called Covid-19 that did what Nazi 
Germany couldn’t do. It took Krawiec’ 
life at a nursing home in suburban Chi-
cago. Krawiec, the longtime editor of 
Chicago’s leading Polish language, lived 
long enough to see the dream of his gen-
eration of exiles come true-his homeland 
of Poland to be a free country. In his final 
years he devoted himself to publishing 
books in Polish about his ordeal and tell-
ing the younger generations in English  
what happened  to  him and his coun-
try  during World War II.  “He did so,” 
friends said. with the timing of a prac-
ticed comedian, who specialized in very 
dark humor.” The German invasion, 
torture at the hands of the Gestapo, the 
horrors of Auschwitz and Buchenwald  
newsman Jan Krawiec survived them all 
and got his life’s story out way ahead of 
the deadline.

What the Nazi Germans did to Him
Consider his description to a researcher 
for the United States Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum of what the Nazi Germans 
did to him after he was arrested in April 
1943: “They brought me to a basement,” 
Krawiec said in precise, but in heavily 
accented English. “There was a hook in 
the ceiling. They tied my arms behind 
me and pulled me up so I was hanging 
with my feet off the ground. It was very 
painful. Then  they  went  to  lunch,”  he  
said.  The story and its delivery were that 
the story took place about Krawiec’s tor-
ture, said Amanda Friedeman, Assistant 

Director of Education at the Illinois Ho-
locaust Museum and Educational Center 
in the Chicago suburb of Skokie. “He 
was such an extraordinary storyteller/’ 
Friedeman  said of  Krawiec, who for 
more than a dozen years, would go to 
the Center and talk to groups of students  
about the war that left him with the num-
ber 153156 tattooed on his left arm.”  His  
story  was  so compelling. To Sue Kow-
all, of Hoffman Estates, Illinois, Krawiec  
was “Uncle John”, who doted on his 
nieces and nephews and who would joke 
rather than complain about  getting old-
er. I would ask him how he was doing 
and he would say, “Well, I got  out of 
bed,”  said Sue Kowall, He was a tough 
Polish guy’’. Krawiec was serving in the 
Polish army and planning to become a 
journalist when the Germans invaded 
on September 1, 1939 and touched off 
World War II. Sixteen days later, when 
the Russians invaded from the East, and 
the Polish defenders finally collapsed, he 
burled his uniform and sneaked back to 
his village, where he joined the Polish 
underground and ran a newspaper until 
1943, when he was arrested. Krawiec 
said he wasn’t picked up for running an 
illegal newspaper. In a case of mistaken 
identity, he was suspected of killing a 
Gestapo chief in a nearby town, which 
is how he wound up being hung from the 
ceiling by his arms and beaten over sev-

eral days,  he said.  Krawiec  continued  
by saying that  rather than letting him go, 
the Germans placed him and hundreds 
of other  Polish  prisoners  into a cattle 
car and transported them to Auschwitz. 
There they were stripped, tattooed and 
shaved.”They shaved us from head all 
the way down”, Krawiec said, “That was 
very painful.” It was September, 1943, 
and while most of the Jews arriving at 
Auschwitz were immediately dispatched 
to the gas chambers, slave labor was the 
fate of Polish Catholic prisoners  like 
Krawiec. He said that from his barracks, 
he could see from “afar” Jewish families 
being marched to the gas chambers and 
the smoke belching from the chimneys 
of the crematoriums. “When the wind 
blew, there was the very characteristic 
smell of  burning flesh.  Three weeks 
later he and other captured Poles were 
abruptly transported to the Buchenwald 
concentration camp, which was in Ger-
many proper, where the factories needed 
slave workers.”  he  said. “There he was 
put to work felling trees and was then 
made to slave  away  in  munitions fac-
tories, where mostly imprisoned Ger-
man criminals assigned by the Nazis to 
police the other prisoners, would beat 
them if they didn’t work hard enough,”  
he said.  Those  who tried  to escape and 
were caught were hanged publically so 
that we could all see. They were fed just 

enough to stay alive,” he added. With the 
allied forces getting closer, the Germans 
evacuated Buchenwald in April, 1945 
and forced the prisoners to embark on a 
death march, shooting the inmates who 
couldn1 t keep up.  Krawiec  said that 
he and the other Poles sustained  them-
selves by eating stolen dog biscuits until 
they were liberated by the US Troops. 
“If not for those dog biscuits, I would 
not  be here,” he said.  With a Russian-
backed communist  regime taking over 
his homeland of Poland, Krawiec went 
into exile.

Arrived Four Years Later in Chicago, 
Illinois, USA
Chicago was then a mecca for Poles dis-
placed by the war. For the next decade, 
Krawiec worked as a mechanic for the 
Canfield Beverage Co. before he restart-
ed his own journalism career as a writer 
for a Polish--language newspaper. A few 
years later he moved to a new Polish-
language newspaper and was appointed 
editor-in-chief, a post he held  until  
he  retired  in 1985.  His strong stance 
against the Polish communist govern-
ment made him  many enemies in  War-
saw and allies in Washington. He was 
among the reporters who accompanied 
President  Richard Nixon on his visit to 
Poland in 1972. . It was “the only way 
he could safely return to his homeland 
of Poland.”

After His Retirement
Krawiec remained a newspaper legend, 
and the old-timers would like how he 
handled complaints from unhappy read-
ers. In his final years Krawiec devoted 
himself the publishing books in Polish 
about his ordeal and telling the younger 
generation in English what happened 
to him and his country of Poland dur-
ing World War II. In retirement Krawiec 
kept to a strict schedule-on Mondays 
and Wednesdays he went to the gym to 
lift weights and swim. On Tuesdays and 
Thursdays he volunteered at the holo-
caust museum. On Fridays he drove into 
Chicago from his apartment in Evanston 
and bought copies of the newspaper for 
him self . Krawiec, in his testimony, 

Polish-American Jan Krawiec, 
a Nazi/Auschwitz Survivor

continued on page 13
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some people will experience enlighten-
ment and new leaders will come forth to 
bring us out of the darkness an into the 
light.
   The good news is that change is un-
derway. And the forces of the New Age 
are continuing to mount. By February 
11 which brings about the New Moon 
in Aquarius,  several other planets will 
move from Capricorn into Aquarius 
moving furether away from the old order 
and conjunct these powerful planets set 
to assist us into seeing new visions for 
the future. 
 The entire planet is subject to the new 
forces of planetary influences. Look at 
what is going on in Russia. This move 
calls for a transformation in our under-
standing of reality and a paradigm shift 
to create new and better world bassed in 
compassion, love, understanding, justice 
and peace.
   Today many of those who supported 
Trump are beginning to realize that they 
have been played. The Big Lie has be-
come apparent. They are confused and 

disoriented because their expansion of 
consciousness is underway. 
     Republican legislators with any sense 
of righteousness who experienced the 
mob violence are turning their thoughts 
to new leadersip and leaning towards co-
operation.
  So, although the Insurrection at the 
Capitol was and is disturbing with the 
carnage, destruction, violence and hatred 
it showed, it needed to be displayed.
   We cannot change what we cannot see, 
what remains hidden will not and can-
not be changed. So, January the 6th, The 
New American Epiphany, was in deed a 
gift of revelation. It is now our turn  to 
accept the gift and make the change. But 
it won’t happen overnight and it must 
be intentional. We must choose Truth 
over Lie, Light over Darkness, Good 
over Evil and we must choose again and 
again. It won’t be easy or comfortable.
  We have to expect it. Embrace it. Rec-
ognize it. Express it. Encourage it. En-
hance it. Maximize it. Own it. Dream it. 
Live it. Love it. The Age of Aquarius.

The New American Epiphany 
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   There’s a central theme that runs 
constant through Aaron Sorkin’s 
“The Trial of the Chicago 7”—that 
of a ‘political trial.’ His film, apro-
pos for not only its time in the ‘60s 
but also today’s political climate, 
sheds light on events and perspec-
tives shared differently by not just 
its viewing audience, but its own 
players. 21 festival wins later, and 
“Chicago 7” is perhaps a shoe-in for 
Oscar nods. But by analyzing one of 
its key scenes—whereby Eddie Red-
mayne’s Tom Hayden realizes he is 
in over his head as he is relentlessly 
questioned by Mark Rylance’s Wil-
liam Kunstler—is a masterclass on 
connecting emotions through cin-
ema, and filmmaking and scriptwrit-
ing at its best. 
   The stage is set: Hayden, the self-
appointed ‘leader’ of the seven (due 
to not only his squeaky-clean image, 
but also his own ego and set of prin-
ciples) has come to heads with Sacha 
Baron Cohen’s Abbie Hoffman for 
most of the film’s run. He accuses 
Hoffman of being a joke and a pa-
riah: elections are lost because of the 
Hippie-like antics he brings to the 
table; they are won, he balks, by hard 
work and being able to work with 
others. He despises everything Hoff-
man stands for: his flamboyance, his 
bombastic nature, his disrespect for 
anything and everything authority. 
   Hoffman isn’t as angry or defen-
sive, but questions Hayden’s drive 
and his intentions. He accuses 
Hayden of sacrificing the integrity 

of the movement for the hopeful 
goals of the future; of wanting to put 
to the back-burner everything Hoff-
man cares for now for the hopes of 
crumbs of change decades down the 
road. They almost come to blows. 
And then comes the bomb: Kunstler 
walks in with damning evidence, 
an audio tape that incontrovertibly 
shows Hayden screaming the com-
mand: “If blood’s going to flow, let 
it flow all over City!” to a riled-up 
mob. His squeaky-clean image is 
gone, and maybe so is their whole 
defense. 

That is, until a closer look. 

The Trial of the Chicago 7

   The revolution will be televised: 
Hoffman and a group of protes-
tors meet armed cops on the streets 
of Chicago (Dreamworks Pictures, 
2020).
   Sorkin arranges his characters care-
fully. Hayden insists he can still take 
the stand, and Kuntsler grills him 
like the prosecution will. And while 
Hayden cracks under pressure, his 
voice rising as the rest of the group 
simply watches on, it’s soon evident 
this isn’t meant to be a preview to 
his testimony; it’s the on-screen trial 
of he and Hoffman’s value systems, 
played out in real time. But then a 
surprising thing happens: Hayden 
lets it slip that by ‘blood,’ he mean’t 
‘our blood’—signifying the beating 

protesters were taking from the po-
lice—and suddenly Kunstler gets it. 
And Hoffman does too. 
   It’s at this moment the tide turns 
and the Hoffman/Hayden feud ends. 
Why does it end? Because, two 
thought-adversaries realize they’re 
on the same side. No, not the same 
side of the defense stand, but the 
same side of the cause. Hayden’s the 
progressive liberal next door; Hoff-
man the in-your-face Hippie many 
Americans had grown to despise. 
But in this moment they realize that 
though they have different presenta-
tions, they have the same goal: stop-
ping the war, having a voice—and, 
as a byproduct, fighting the systemic 
police brutality that wants nothing 
more than to shut them up. Hoffman 

Analysis of the Trial Prep Scene in ‘Chicago 7:’ 
Tom Hayden Cracks Under Pressure; Abbie Hoff-
man Discovers Common Ground

pontificates some flight of ideas and 
non sequiturs, but you can’t mistake 
the inescapable grin on his face: 
Hayden gets it; maybe he always has. 
And Hoffman’s entire being is aglow 
with that look one gets when they 
realize someone else not only feels, 
but shares the very thing that drives 
your being.
   In a movie of powerful scenes and 
moments, this scene sticks out as one 
of its most poignant. It’s perfected by 
the acting of its players, but designed 
to this effect by Sorkin’s near-perfect 
script. Show, don’t tell. Sorkin, Bar-
on Cohen, Rylance, and Redmayne 
don’t force their values down our 
throats—they let us do one of the 
hardest things for films to do: they 
let us in and let us feel it.

spoke of leaving behind a “true love” in 
Poland. He never married . “Some of us 
were meant to be bachelors and that is 
ok.” People recalled him saying that “he 
was content with his life in America.” 
“Krawiec lived out his last days at a 
rehabilitation center in Hoffman Es-
tates,” Kowall said. He died there on 
October 28, 2020 after a two week 
battle with the coronavirus. The plan 
is to return his ashes to his home 
village in Poland so that they could 
be buried beside the remains of his 
parents. One of his reporter friends 
said that the last time she saw him 
was at his 100th birthday party, when 
he was served a cake with the words 
“stolat” (sto lat), which means liter-
ally means “may you live to be 100.  

This saying was written on top of the 
cake. It is the Polish equivalent of 
happy Birthday. He was quite proud 
of himself for making it that far. His 
friends thought he would live forev-
er. He was a happy man and died in 
America fr ee. It was a silent killer 
called COVID-19 that did what the 
Nazis couldn’t do to him. He was 
a happy 101 years old man. Jan 
Krawiec, Nazi foe and Auschwitz 
survivor.

References:
1. COVID-19 Claims Life of Chica-
go based Polish newsman, Jan (John) 
Krawiec, a Nazi foe and Auschwitz 
Survivor
2.COVID-19 kills Polish newsman 
who defied Nazis
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struction waste now will be considered 
a major crime.  
Under the new Child Parent Security 
Act, whenever a child is born using do-
nated sperm, eggs or embryos, the in-
tended parents will have all rights and 
obligations over the child.  The donors 
will not;
   One of the most important and possibly 
the most beloved of new laws protects a 
consumer. Starting February 9, 2021, if a 
business, such as Netflix or Hulu, seeks 
to automatically renew the service with-
out the subscriber’s consent, it cannot.  
Companies must explain clearly how re-
newal works.  A business cannot adver-
tise a service as free when, in fact, it is 
free only when attached to an automatic 
renewal.  This may be a long overdue 
consumer protection and will probably 
be greatly welcomed!
   Giving attention to legal myths is not 
wrong.  It can be a starting point for de-
veloping an interest in the law.  Howev-
er, if specific legal issues are important 
in your life, for instance, regarding cus-
tody of children or money payable for 
any reason, it is wise to consult a lawyer 
who can advise you on the truth of legal 
myths.  This discussion is not intended 
to render legal advice on specific cases 
or to express an opinion on any specific 
case.  

continued from page 10

ging and punching me and at that point 
is when I lost consciousness.”
The beating that Monica suffered was 
savage. It completely pulverized her 
face. From a private photo, you can see 
that the extent of the damage was so se-
vere that it rendered Ms. Revels unrec-
ognizable.  
   Jeff says that when he saw what was 
happening to his loved one he ran to her 
aid and delivered a flying side kick to the 
assailant sending her back into the bush-
es. A police officer had brought Monica 
back into the office, virtually saving her 
life. Both business owners were brought 
via ambulance to St E’s for medical 
treatment. 
   Before leaving, Monica Revels and Jeff 
Yeomans say that UPD had completely 
secured the street. An assistant to the 
Funeral Home had identified the key as-
sailants. There were patrol cars stationed 
at the property for the remainder of the 
day as various threats had been leveled 
to destroy the building. Only one person 
was arrested that day.
  Marcus Reed goes on to describe the 
UPD presence as being calm. Accord-
ing to him there were 100-150 friends 
and relatives outside the building, many 
of which were violent, but that only 3-4 
UPD squad cars (eventually backed up 
by NHPD) responded and that the of-
ficers were extremely reserved. Reed’s 
account is corroborated by Paul Van 
Valkenburg, another funeral assistant, 
who identified one of the women who 
vandalized the chapel and is still willing 
to testify in court. 
  Reed refused to identify any of the as-
sailants out of fear for his own safety. 
This is a position that he still holds.  
In the Funeral Parlor
  According to Rev George Clark, who 
works at the funeral home, after the 
initial assaults on Jeff and Monica ev-
erything escalated in the funeral parlor 
where the body lay. “There was a rumor 
among family members that the reason 
the proprietors wouldn’t allow the body 
to be viewed was because there was no 
body in the casket.” 
  One female family member ran to the 
casket during the melee when no staff 
was able to protect it. She violently 
dragged it from its original placement 
which was intended to prevent its open-
ing. She snatched and wrestled with the 
coffin and opened it. And immediately 
hollered, “There’s no body in there.” 
   This indecent action was done in such a 
manner as to make Rev Clark concerned 
that the coffin would tip over and off of 
the bier. He was greatly concerned that 
should it fall the condition of the already 
crumbling body would be even more 
damaged.
Reverend Clark shouted in response, 

“There is a body in there.” 
   What this family member saw was a 
body entirely wrapped up in plastic, 
which is the standard procedure and 
treatment for a non-embalmed body. The 
smell of the rotting flesh was nauseating. 
Nonetheless her words were sufficient 
to ignite a whole other level of violence 
and destruction.
   “No he didn’t say that,” the casket vio-
lator replied, and went to grab a chair 
to strike the Rev with. The chairs were 
linked and she couldn’t strike him with 
the single chair but then the woman’s 
husband drew back his fist to strike Rev 
Clark. Another young lady intervened. 
She said, “He didn’t do anything. Leave 
him alone,” and they did.
   A young man came to the Rev’s de-
fense and ushered him to safety. Once 
things calmed down outside and Monica 
and Jeff were taken to the hospital, Rev. 
Clark recalls that detectives from Syra-
cuse, along with police from Utica en-
tered the building. “I requested they take 
a photograph of the body for verifica-
tion,” he said.  
  “In all of my 45 years as a minister 
and 29 as a pastor I’ve never seen any-
thing like this. It was shameful and heart 
breaking. I’ve seen deplorable scenes 
like this on television but nothing like 
this ever in person, and in my own 
hometown. Where I work. I had night-

mares for weeks after this incident. It 
was traumatic and disturbing, especially 
seeing Monica so badly beaten. It was 
horrible.”
   According to investigators, Clark never 
responded to messages requesting his in-
formation. Recently however, Reverend 
Clark said that he would absolutely tes-
tify against the assailants. 

Medical Treatment @ Saint Elizabeth 
Hospital
 UPD Detectives interviewed both 
Revels and Yeomans while at St E’s 
and asked if they would want to press 
charges. The couple replied that they did 
indeed wanted the charges pressed. The 
victims described the detectives’ attitude 
as being apathetic and disinterested in 

the case. According to ADA Laura Lisi  
charges have been filed against only two 
persons.
   Yeomans states that throughout the en-
tire time he was at Saint Elizabeth Hos-
pital he was never once given medical 
treatment. He cleaned his on cuts and 
bruises in a bathroom sink. Ms. Revels 
was severely injured. At 94 pounds the 
brutal beatings she suffered had broken 
her orbital bone, her clavicle, and sep-
tum broken in the attack. 
   St E’s decided that Monica’s injuries 
exceeded their ability to treat her effec-
tively and transferred her to Upstate Hos-
pital in Syracuse. Jeff was discharged 
and told to immediately leave the hospi-
tal. He was told he couldn’t ride to Syra-
cuse with Monica in the ambulance. 
   Without a car at the hospital, Yeomans 
was simply left to walk out of the build-
ing, his injures still untreated by medi-
cal staff. He waited for a friend to take 
him to Upstate to be with his loved one. 
Once he arrived at Upstate, he was im-
mediately admitted when the staff saw 
the severity of his injuries. 
  Ms. Revels’ injuries being far more 
extreme, incurred far more lasting and 
permanent damages. From the brutal 
beating, she is now legally blind in her 
right eye, has double vision in her left, 
and suffers from concussion injury. She 
sees and eye specialist several times a 
week. As a result of the severity of her 
ENT injuries (ear, nose, and throat) she 
will need surgery to restore her breath-
ing properly. Official letters show that 
Monica and Jeff released their medical 
information to their attorney and that the 
attorney offered said information to the 
DA. According to the victims, the DA 
has the medical information.
   Monica was unable to identify who hit 
her from a photo array provided to her 
by the UPD, though she was struck from 
behind and lost the use of one eye and 
has double vision in the other. 
  Visiting the UPD’s Facebook page 
where they post such incidents as bur-
glaries, weapons possession arrests, and 
even homicides, there is no reference to 
the Revels’ Funeral Home incident. In 
fact, the only UPD Facebook posts of 
June the 12th was for an uptick in fire-
works in the area.  
  It should be noted that shortly after 
the melee occurred, a gruesome photo, 
obviously taken at the hospital, some-
how made its way to social media and 
was widely disseminated. This photo is 
horrific in and of itself but the fact that 
it was leaked by the hospital calls into 
question further violations of the HIPAA 
laws designed to protect people in vul-
nerable medical circumstances among 
other things. 

Questions Remain
Given that the Pearson and Thompson 
families displayed such extreme aggres-

the world.  While living in Europe, 
I attended and Irish boarding school.  
The 196os was the era when the Re-
public of Ireland was completing the 
herculean effort of eradicating TB, 
the highly contagious, highly mor-
bid, and frequently fatal disease that 
had become endemic in the small 
country when it was under British 
rule. Because millions either died or 
were incapacitated by TB, the first 
minister of health knew that the fu-
ture of the free state depended on rid-
ding the country of a bacteria.  
   When we returned to the United 
States after a 6-year absence, it was 
striking to see that students in the 
grades behind me were free of the 
signs of polio.  In the late 1970s, it 
seemed Americans forgot the tyran-
ny of fear that results when it faces 
an epidemic of an emerging disease. 
The onset of AIDS/HIV was a ter-
rifying time.  While we have yet 
to have a vaccine for HIV, the dis-
ease that was originally a death sen-
tence has become a chronic disease.  
SARS emerged 2 decades ago which 
prompted the onset of the hugely im-
portant for the development of a vac-
cine that would save us from SARS 
CoV-2 a year after it emerged.

Vaccines
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  February is going to be different in 
many ways due to the covid pandemic. 
It is likely that most Valentine’s Day cel-
ebrations will be at home with take out 
instead of a romantic restaurant dinner. 
Large celebrations of Mardi Gras and 
church services on Ash Wednesday may 
be somewhat limited as well.  

Holidays and Observances 
February 1 National Freedom 
Day; St. Brigit’s Day  
February 2 Groundhog’s Day; 
Candlemas; Cross Quarter Day of Im-
bolc.
February 12 Abraham Lincoln’s 
Birthday; Chinese New Year
February 14  St. Valentine’s Day
February 15 Susan B. Anthony 
Day; Presidents’ Day 
February11-15  President’s Day Week-
end; Great Backyard Bird Count
February 16 Mardi Gras / Shrove 
Tuesday
February 17 Ash Wednesday 
February 22 George Washington’s 
Birthday
 Many winter activities like skiing and 
snowmobiling  can be done alone or in 
small family groups and it may be possi-
ble to get out for some activity and fresh 
air. However, limited snow fall through 
mid January this year has limited these 
activities and winter sports enthusiasts 
are hoping for snow.  For hockey and 

basketball fans, the season is unclear as 
well. This lack of public activities makes 
an already difficult season of cold weath-
er and short days even more depressing 
to many. It is important to try to find 
something to do, and as well to at least 
occasionally get outside for some physi-
cal activity, fresh air and sunshine

Back Yard Bird Count 2021
   Watching birds in one’s backyard is 
an interesting option for those who are 
bored and tired of being stuck at home 
due to Covid restrictions and / or the nor-
mally cold and snowy winter weather. A 
couple of simple tube or platform seed 
feeders and a suet box or two hung from 
a pole, swing set or tree branch can at-
tract a wide variety of birds.  The birds 
can be closely observed from the com-
fort of your home while having a hot 
beverage.
  The Great Backyard Bird Count 
(GBBC) has been held on Presidents’ 
Day weekend for many years. Observa-
tions of thousands of participants from 
across the country and around the world 
provide a snap shot of where the birds 
are just prior to the spring migration that 
begins in March. 
  Over several years on this weekend, 
this writer has seen in an urban setting 
with several feeders about fifteen spe-
cies of birds in a typical year, and over 
twenty varieties total. Some birds are 
seen only rarely every few years, such 

as redpolls, Cooper’s Hawk, and vari-
ous winter finches. Other species are 
seen nearly every year during February, 
including Downy, Hairy and Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers, Blue Jays, Cardinals, 
White Breasted Nuthatch, Dark-eyed 
Juncos, American Goldfinch and House 
Sparrows.  In a suburban or rural area, 
the varieties of birds could be different 
or greater.
The color and activity of such birds pro-
vides a direct contact with natural world. 
Recording observations helps science 
keep track of bird ranges and numbers. 
Sometimes the birds are quite amusing. 
The antics of the squirrels the neighbor-
hood adds to the activity.  They can be 
aggravating at times but also very amus-
ing.
It is very easy to find out more infor-
mation from their web site of the Great 
Backyard Bird Count at   http://gbbc.
birdcount.org/  The site explains in sim-
ple terms how to make and submit obser-
vations of what comes to your feeders (or 
observations in a park or neighborhood).  
The Cornell School of Ornithology or 
the Audubon Society web sites provide 
much more information on identifying 
common birds and setting up simple bird 
feeders. 

In the Night Skies
Jupiter and Saturn, after their close con-
junction in December have now passed 
to the other side of the Sun and are not 

visible most of the month. Mercury may 
still be seen low on the western horizon 
shortly after sunset. Mars is visible in the 
evening, with a conjunction near a wax-
ing Gibbous Moon on February 18. 
   Late in the month it might be possible 
to see Saturn, Jupiter and Mercury in 
the pre-dawn eastern sky, but as they 
are only about 7° elevation, one would 
need a very flat eastern horizon. The Full 
Snow Moon is February 27. 

Last Quarter Moon February 4  
Rises 12:17 A.M., east   Sets 
11:02 A.M., west
New Moon   F e b r u a r y 
11 Rises 7:24 A.M., southeast Sets 
5:19 P.M., southwest
First Quarter Moon  February 19 
Rises 10:40 A.M., northeast 
Sets: 12:42 A.M., northwest   
Full Snow Moon  February 27 
Rises: 6:17 A.M., east  
Sets:7:15 A.M., west    

Sunrise 7:15 A.M.    
Sunset  5:15 P.M.    
Moon, waning gibbous Rises 11:03 
AM, southeast Sets 11:02 A.M., west
Mercury Sets 6:18 P.M. west
Venus Rises 6:24 A.M., southeast
Mars Sets 1:02 A.M., northwest 
Jupiter Rises 7:09 A.M., southeast  
Saturn Rises 6:54 A.M., southeast 

   

sion on the 11th and showed that they 
were a credible threat, why didn’t the 
UPD provide security on the 12th when 
asked and prompted? Why didn’t the 
UPD FB page make any mention of the 
event? 
  According to ADA Laurie Lisi, two 
people were arrested, each for hitting 
Monica and Jeff. The pandemic has pre-
vented the court from being able to get 
the arrested persons in front of a Grand 
Jury. 
   However, several more laws (seen be-
low) were violated so why haven't more 
arrests been made?  
   Section 120.06 of the NYS Penal code: 
Gang assault in the second degree (This 
applies as the assailants were aided by 
2-3 others. 

   Over the years the existence of 
the lone Black funeral home in an 
impoverished Black community has 
taken its toll. Endless streams of 
families on Social Services seeking 
funerals for their loved ones with in-
adequate finances or no life insurance 
has resulted in the taking on of the 
financial burden of many not paying 
their bills. T. Revels Gibson has gra-
ciously over the years absorbed the 
bulk of these losses. It is a rarely rec-
ognized case of genuine charity and 
community service. Case in point, 
this disgusting display of savagery 
described above was framed by the 
family, to this day not paying the bill.
   There has been a distinct and grad-
ual erosion of social norms in the 
Black community as well as the US 
in general. Funeral services which 
were once conducted with dignity 
and the occasional emotional break-
down have sadly become arenas for 
boisterous and outrageous behaviors. 
Scenes such as people drinking al-
cohol, fighting, throwing bottles and 
smoking weed in churches and sanc-

Revels continued Editor’s Note tuaries is disturbingly, not out of the 
ordinary. 
   This latest episode goes beyond 
what Black folks refer to as, “The 
Black Tax,” whereby more affluent 
Blacks accept the periodic financial 
burden of those less fortunate. This 
situation has deteriorated to a situa-
tion whereby some families, having 
exhausted their goodwill with the 
Black-owned home, will pay their 
bills in advance to White-owned pro-
prietors instead of making good on 
their debt to T. Revels. This is the 
business that stood up and supported 
this community through thick and 
thin as the years have gone by.
   T Revels deserves the respect and 
support of the entire community. 
Especially the Black community. T 
Revels also deserves justice. 
  This incident leaves the oldest 
Black owned business in Oneida 
County and probably many neigh-
boring counties, fighting for its life. 
Fighting for Justice and fighting for 
due respect from the community it 
has served for generations and gen-
erations.

   The victim’s attorney requested that the 
DA consider using this.) Section 4220 of 
the Public Health Law: A person who, 
without authority of law, obstructs or de-
tains any persons engaged in carrying or 
accompanying the dead body of a human 
being to a place of burial, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor.  
   Section 120.06 of the NYS Penal code: 
Disruption or disturbance of a religious 
service, funeral, burial or memorial ser-
vice.  
   T. Revels Gibson Funeral Home barely 
remains in business after the horrific and 
brutal attack, and while their business is 
indeed a priority, Monica and Jeff still 
seek resolution to what happened on that 
terrible summer day. 
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Help Create 
Economic Justice

Coming this Summer!

Emma Amos:
Color Odyssey

June 19 through September 12

Emma Amos: Color Odyssey is organized by the Georgia Museum of Art, University of Georgia, and is supported in part by the National  
Endowment for the Arts and the Willson Center for the Humanities and the Arts, University of Georgia. Shawnya Harris, Ph.D., the Larry D. and 
Brenda A. Thompson Curator of African American and African Diasporic Art at the Georgia Museum of Art, is curator of this exhibition.

315-797-0000   mwpai.org

Open Tuesday through Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Sunday 1 to 5 p.m.

Emma Amos, 22 and Cheetah, 1983, acrylic on canvas with handwoven fabric, 84 x 62 in., Nasher Museum of Art at Duke University;  
Museum purchase with funds provided by the Jolie and Matthew Johnson Fund for Acquisitions; Sotheby’s, in honor of Blake Byrne;  
Lori Arthur Stroud and Thomas K. Stroud; Ruth and John Caccavale; Trent A. Carmichael; Gail Belvett; Laurie Cone; and Michelle F. Hooper
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