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College/Community Partnership for Justice Racial 
Justice Reform A NECESSARY STEP FORWARD
Justice Must Be Served
Ms. Lillian Woods
The senseless murder of George 

Floyd continues to weigh heavy on my 
mind as well as the killing of too many 
of my people at the hands of police of-
ficers who did not believe Black lives 
mattered and consequently refused to 
see the humanity of their victims.

When Derek Chauvin casually placed 
his hands in his pockets, pressed his 
knee on Mr. Floyd’s neck for almost 
9 minutes, refusing to honor the des-
perate pleas he made for his breath, 
this was a despicable act of meanness 
and hate. The case of Eric Garner also 
comes to mind. And sadly, as I write 
this article there have been several 
more incidents of Black men being in-
jured or killed because of police bru-
tality. Jacob Blake was shot 7 times 
in the back as he was walking away, 
unarmed and trying to get into his car. 
Tragically, three of his children, ages 
3, 5, and 8, were in the back seat and 
witnessed the horror of watching their 
father being shot. It appears that no re-
straint in the use of force was exercised 
even upon seeing Mr. Blake’s children 
in the back seat. The amount of fire-
power unleashed could have physical-
ly endangered these innocent children. 
The trauma of witnessing this incident 
will be with them for the rest of their 
lives and forever inform their view of 
police. 

Thank fully these tragic cases have 
sparked a nation-wide protest to bring 
renewed attention to the problem of po-
lice brutality and the issues of racism 
and racial injustice. There are many 
unanswered questions that beg to be 
answered by the conduct of officers in 
all these cases that have been brought 
to public attention. Victims like Mr. Ja-
cob Blake, George Floyd, Eric Garner, 
Breonna Taylor, Sandra Bland, Daniel 
Rude and many other examples of how 
the lives of Black people are treated 
as if they have no meaning or value. 
It ought t make it very clear why the 
Black Lives Matter movement was 
needed.

Because Black people are dispropor-
tionately more likely to be killed by 
the police, the presence and influence 
of racial resentment or animosity as a 
causative factor must be considered. 
Much research has been conducted on 
conscious and unconscious bias- that 
is, how negative perceptions, stereo-
types and myths about Black behavior 

and culture influence police assess-
ment of our threat level, drive deci-
sions about the amount of force to be 
employed and have bearing on an of-
ficer’s decision to physically abuse a 
suspect during an arrest. Psychologist, 
Jennifer Eberhardt has done extensive 
research around the unconscious bias 
and has been involved in the training 
of officers around the country. On this 
topic she is a resource worthy of con-
sideration by police departments. 

We know there are many good and 
honorable police officers across the 
nations who honor their good duty to 
serve and protect the public and try to 
maintain good relations with minority 
communities. We have seen the com-
passion of these officers as they have 
joined in the marches against police 
brutality and racial injustice and have 
physically embraced protestors. We 
have heard law enforcement officials 
right here in Utica recently declare 
their intolerance of the use of unau-
thorized physical force in response to 
an incident involving one of their of-
ficers. It was encouraging to learn of 
the swift action taken to suspend this 
officer and to see Police Chief Mark 
Williams promise of transparency 
and accountability and to read Mayor 
Palmieri’s affirmation that “what trans-
pired is not a reflection of what we are 
or what we want to be” (OD Article, 
11.11.20) This goes a long way in re-
storing the community’s trust in the po-
lice department. However, there needs 
to be continued focus and problem 
solving around the insurmountable dif-
ficulty in securing criminal prosecution 
of officers who use excessive force. It 
is the absence of consequences at this 
level that leaves families who have lost 
loved ones feeling that justice has not 
been served and makes their anger and 
grief and that of the community’s more 
difficult to resolve.

Historically, the response to our truth 
telling about racism and inequity has 
been met with anger, backlash, de-
nial, dismissiveness, and the unwill-
ingness of those in power to listen to 
our perspective and concede the need 
of change in laws, policies and institu-
tional practices that perpetuate inequity 
in the justice system and so many areas 
of our lives. For example, people who 
protest against police brutality and ra-
cial injustice have been mischaracter-
ized as haters of the police. This atti-
tude comes from a place of anger and 

resentment at the truth about injustice 
and inequity. Nevertheless, we must 
continue to speak truth to power in 
love and unity and work in a collabora-
tive fashion to achieve the necessary 
reforms in the criminal justice system. 
Violence, whether it comes from the 
left or right, has no place in the move-
ment for change and only compounds 
the pain being experienced by those 
who have lost loved ones.

There is need for much healing in 
our nation after four long years of de-
rogatory and inflammatory language 
about minorities and racial issues from 
the White House by the President. He 
hasidentified himself as the “law and 
order President” but has failed to send 
a strong rebuke to the law enforce-
ment community about his intolerance 
of police brutality and has been silent 
about the hate and violence of White 
Supremacy groups that he refuses to 
denounce. His failure in these areas 
has worsened race relations in America 
and has precluded his ability to provide 
leadership and advocacy for criminal 
justice reform.

In light of this pressing need, the 
launch of the College/Community 
Partnership for Justice Racial Justice 
Reform by Frank Anechiarico, the 
Maynard-Knox Professor of Law at 
Hamilton College could not have come 
at a better time with its stated goal, 
“to help police departments formulate 
reform plans based on racial justice”. 
(OD article 11.17.20) All who love jus-
tice and peace should support this im-
portant endeavor.
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REMEMBERING OUR OWN
Mrs. Alberta Warfield
Editor-in-Chief 
Cassandra Harris-Lockwood

In order to cover the life of the late 
entepreneur and chef extraordinaire, 
Mrs. Alberta Warfield, I spoke to sev-
eral elders on her life and her work. 
These interviews spanned a range of 
people from family friends to a sitting 
Supreme Court Justice. The following 
is the first installment of our newly 
formatted Black History Column, RE-
MEMBERING OUR OWN. 

Mrs. Warfield was described by 
Daisy Williams as “a woman who was 
really good at what she did and knew 
what she did was good. She made the 
best food in the city.”

Daisy says that when she first came 
to Utica in 1953, Mrs. Warfield was a 
cook and dietician at Faxton Hospital, 
where she, Daisy worked as nurse. 
While Daisy says, “She definitely 
cooked the most delicious food you 
ever tasted in your life, it wasn’t neces-
sarily the best food for you by today’s 
standards. It was rich and impressive 
and it made you want to eat the whole 
thing.”

Adell Davis and Gertrude Brown 
remember Mrs. Warfield as somewhat 
of the politician’s specialty chef. As a 
Republican, she catered for some of 
the most powerful politicans in Onei-
da County. Trudy says that Senator 
Donovan and all of the mayors used to 
have meetings and get togethers at her 
home, especially around election time. 

One well known Judge, John Buck-
ley of the New York State Supreme 
Court, was a close personal friend who 
visited her in her later years at Broad 
Acres Nursing Facility. He indicated 
that he met her through former Mayor 
Frank Dolan and loved to go to parties 
at her house where her specialty was 
Southern Fried Chicken. 

He remembers her as “…a person 
of tremendous standards, a wonderful 

human being. She was a close personal 
friend of my wife and mother and just 
a great, great person. She would never 
blow her own horn although she car-
ried herself with pride. To know her 
was to know that she had pride in her-
self. She treated everyone with respect. 
She expected to be treated with respect 
and deserved to be treated with respect. 
She was really somebody special. 

“If you were a friend or if you weren’t 
and needed help, she would help you. 
She took kids in that had problems. 
She didn’t make a big thing about it. 
She never singled them out, never em-
barrassed them. They were guests in 
her house. If anyone was down and 
came across her they just wouldn’t be 
down anymore. 

“She just loved to give parties with 
lots of good food. I don’t think she ever 
invited anyone to her house without 
having lots of food. Nobody walked 
out of there just having a cup of tea. 
Nothing was a burden. It was a plea-
sure, with the greatest of ease. 

“She was really something special, 
outstanding. We were lucky to have 
had her in the community. Anyone was 
lucky to have known her.”

Lester Crooms recalled her as “a nice 
lady who wanted to bring newcomers 
into town. A lot of fellas coming here, 
away from home for the first time, 
were looking for a mother figure. They 
would go by to see her as a mother. She 
was a good friend of Pauline Bass, Ed 
Bass’s wife. 

Trudy Brown remembers a res-
taurant on Elizabeth Street that Mrs. 
Warfield and Pauline Bass operated, 
but no one around has too much to say 
about it. 

Angela Pearson, President of CHPU 
remembers Mrs. Warfield as a partici-
pant in the work the Landmarks Soci-
ety did on Rutger street. 

“Mrs. Warfield had work done on her 

house as part of the Historical District 
grant money that used to be available. 
I met with her many times, and she 
invited me over to watch her prepare 
chicken and baking soda biscuits. I’m 
sure the boarders she had at the time 
were the best fed people in Utica. 

She took great pride in her home, 
that it be well decorated and main-
tained. She complained to me that 
she couldn’t find drapes just the right 
shade and length. I shopped for fabric 
during one of my visits home to Long 
Island and sewed the dining room and 
living room drapes she used as long as 
she had her home on Rutger Street. She 
insisted on paying me the going rate 
for my time, grateful to be able to get 
exactly what she wanted.” 

Phil Cooper, retired General Electric 
engineer remembers her as providing 
a sort of home away from home for 
“the few GE type people coming into 
town in search of a good home cooked 

meal.”
He explained, “that they just went to 

her home and made arrangements with 
her. They understood that she was in 
that business.” 

Phil also indicated that she cooked 
for a few prominent white families as 
well as whenever dinners were held at 
her church. “White people used to mix 
more so than they do today. But then in 
Utica’s Black population there were a 
lot more migrant workers and passive 
folk, there were fewer militant ones in 
those days.” 

She was a lifelong member of Hope 
Chapel and served on the trustee board 
for many years. She was one of the first 
members of the Cosmopolitan Center. 
She also was a member of the NAACP 
and sponsored many fund raising din-
ners for the organization. She was a 
member of many service organiza-
tions. 
Continued on Pg 10

Continued on Pg 12

“Whites Only” Deeds in the 1960’s and How They Ended
By Stephen Lee Lockwood, Esq.
It was the summer of 1966.  I was 22 

and between my second and third years 
at Albany Law School. I was one of the 
many thousands of White college stu-
dents caught up in the cause for justice 
for Blacks in the Civil Rights Move-
ment. Each summer I would come 
home to New Hartford where I would 
have a job waiting, a place to stay with 
my parents, family, and friends. To 
provide some context I had graduated 
from Wesleyan University in Middle-
town, Connecticut in 1964 during the 
height of the Civil Rights movement.

When President John F. Kennedy was 
assassinated on November 22, 1963, 
I was sitting in an American History 
class. We had all in various ways been 
enthralled by and engaged in the Civil 
Rights Movement. All at once in one 
intentional horrid act a nation’s dreams 
of progress in equal rights, journeys to 
space, callings such as, “Ask not what 
your country can do for you, but what 
you can do for your country!” came to 
an abrupt yet tragic end. John F. Ken-
nedy’s assassination, that of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. on April 4, 1968, 
in Memphis, Tennessee during the 
sanitation workers boycott. Our nation 
has never admitted the true source of 
these tragic assassinations can only be 
assigned to its White racist foundings 
and a 400-year heritage of abuse. We 
have been engaged in and waging this 
civil rights movement for generations 
yet, as a nation, Americans have never 

truly acknowledged its White racist 
roots and heritage.

That summer I was hired by the State 
of New York and assigned to the Real 
Property Department which as I re-
member had an office on N. Genesee 
Street and another on Wurz Avenue. 
They surveyed and obtained ease-
ments for roadways and other eminent 
domain takings as they are referred to 
in the New York and the United States 
Constitutions. Within the Department 
was the unit I was assigned to which 
handled title searches. I was under the 
supervision of Newton Herrick, Esq. 
who was originally from Great Brit-
ain. He lived in Canajoharie and com-
muted to wherever there were titles 
being searched. He spoke impeccable 
English and was a wonderful mentor. 
We spent the summer researching land 
titles in various counties in Upstate 
New York for properties from whom 
easements would be required for vari-
ous road projects. I was searching 
land titles in one of the new suburban 
housing developments in North Utica 
when I noticed the regular presence of 
racially restrictive covenants in all of 
these deeds prohibiting the sale of the 
properties to non-Caucasians. Cauca-
sian is a term that refers to the White 
European race of humankind as clas-
sified according to physical features 
and color.  I was appalled that these 
restrictive covenants, which were ille-
gal, remained in these deeds. In 1948, 
the U.S. Supreme Court in Shelley v. 

Kramer, 334 U.S. 1 (1948) declared 
these racially restrictive covenants 
unenforceable. Despite Shelley, these 
racially restrictive covenants contin-
ued to be written into deeds until the 
practice was made illegal through the 
Fair Housing Act of 1968. I pointed 
out these covenants to Mr. Herrick 
and asked how these restrictions could 
still appear in deeds when they had 
been declared illegal by the Courts. I 
complained that these restrictive cov-
enants were a trap for the unwary and 
could lead one to believe they could 
not transfer their lands to anyone who 
was not White. On the other hand, a 
person who was racist would feel free 
to impose the restriction on a person of 
color. Mr. Herrick agreed it was wrong 
and suggested we send the deeds to 
New York Attorney General Louis 
Lefkowitz, which we did.

Approximately two to three weeks 
later the Attorney General sent back 
several summons and complaints in a 
legal action by the State of New York 
against North Utica homeowners in-
tending to strike these clauses from the 
deeds in this development. Mr. Her-
rick showed them to me and asked, 
“Would you like to serve these?” I re-
sponded I would be privileged to do 
so. When I would knock on the front 
doors of the defendant homeowners to 
be served and hand the owner the sum-
mons and complaint, (my recollection 
was that all were women), they were 
alarmed and wished to know why they 

were being sued by the State of New 
York. I would immediately attempt to 
calm them by indicating they had sim-
ply been selected as representative of 
those in the development with identical 
racially restrictive covenants in their 
deeds. The purpose of the lawsuit and 
was simply to remove these racially re-
strictive covenants from their and their 
neighbors’ deeds. I explained that they 
were illegal and presented a trap for 
the unwary. This local example of ra-
cial restrictions in deeds was repeated 
throughout our country in an attempt 
to restrict Black’s freedom and keep 
them and other Americans of color 
segregated from the White population. 
It was housing discrimination. Despite 
the passage of The Fair Housing Act of 
1968, Richard N. Nixon became Presi-
dent in 1969. Nixon had run as a law 
and order candidate intended to attract 
the conservative White community by 
fear of Blacks. Nixon soon ignored the 
strictures of The Fair Housing Act of 
1968 and did nothing to enforce the 
law. 
Astonishingly, just this October it was 

revealed that these same covenants re-
main in deeds in the Rochester, New 
York area. We should ask our Legisla-
ture, our Governor, and ourselves how 
may these hateful racial restrictions 
still persist in deeds today?

Continued on Pg. 12
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Robert Johnson 

The Heat Beat
The Urban Legends of 
Blues: Robert Johnson and 
the Crossroads
By Jess Szabo

Music fans listening to 95.5 the Heat/
Phoenix Radio on Wednesday evening 
from 8-10 p.m. know that Phoenix 
Radio now features Blues music. The 
program is called “Blues Power” and 
is hosted by Utica singer-songwriter 
and Masters of Jazz Program Host Lou 
Santacroce.
Make sure to listen every week, and 

you might just hear some music by 
Robert Johnson (1911-1938). Johnson 
was not only one of the greats in the 
Blues, he is the subject of one of the 
genre’s most enduring urban legends.
According to the legend, Robert 

Johnson wanted nothing more than to 
play the Blues. He played whenever 
he could. There was just one problem. 
He couldn’t play. Johnson wasn’t just 
a hobby-level player when he wished 
he could be professional. He wasn’t 
even just bad at what he did. He was 
strikingly awful, so awful that bar 
owners couldn’t let him take the stage 
because he’d run off the customers. It 
was probably not terribly surprising 
when he disappeared. Most people 
would give up and go away if they 
were that poorly received. The shock 
came when he returned. Johnson not 

only returned to the stage a year after 
he disappeared, he returned as one of 
the best guitar players anyone had ever 
heard. Johnson would go on to record 
forty-one tracks of twenty-nine songs 
between 1936 and 1937. He died in 
1938, but those recordings would form 
the basis of his eventual status as one 
of the legends of the Blues.
The shock at Johnson’s astounding 

improvement in skill level soon turned 
to speculation. Johnson himself never 
made this claim, but others began to 
speculate that he must have sold his 
soul to the devil at the crossroads in 
exchange for such talent.
Today, such a legend could spring 

up literally overnight. One tweet, one 
facebook status update, one utterance 
on a YouTube or Instagram or Tik-
Tok video, and a brand new rumor is 
born. A few clicks, and it’s all over 

the world. Back in the 1930s, things 
of course spread much slower, but 
this particular legend attached itself to 
Johnson quickly, as it was already part 
of the Blues and Jazz scenes of the era. 
How the legend came to those particu-
lar communities is up for debate. Some 
say the legend was imported when 
Black people were brought from Af-
rica as slaves, with Satan a Christian 
version of trickster gods from African 
legends. Others argue that there are too 
many western elements in the legend 
for it to be strictly African in origin. 
The technical name for “selling your 
soul to the devil in exchange for talent 
and/or good fortune” is a Faustian pact, 
and Faustian pacts can be traced back 
to sixteenth century German legend.
Whether the popularity of Faustian 

legend was the result of white Euro-
pean culture being imposed on Black 
people in America, the importing of 
African legends, or a combination of 
both, it was firmly planted and popu-
lar by Johnson’s time. The bars where 
Johnson played, known as “juke 
joints,” already had a bad reputation. 
Jazz and Blues were similarly painted 
as “devil music” or music that celebrat-
ed debauchery.
Jelly Roll Morton (1890-1941) 

claimed to have invented Jazz. While 
this claim was widely disputed, espe-
cially by other people who played the 
same style of music at the time, nobody 
doubted that Jelly Roll was a bit odd. 
His grandmother, Eulalie Echo, is said 
to have sold his soul to the devil in a 
voodoo ritual in exchange for his tal-

ent. Some say he was heard calling for 
the Holy Spirit to break the pact on his 
death bed.
Other musicians who lived from the 

late 1800’s through the 1930s embraced 
the legend, probably in an effort to en-
hance their own fame. Peetie Wheat-
straw (1902-1941) referred to himself 
as “the high sheriff from hell” and “the 
devil’s son-in-law.” He claimed he had 
sold his soul at the crossroads for suc-
cess. Tommy Johnson, no relation to 
Robert Johnson, lived from 1896-1955. 
He claimed to have handed his guitar 
to a mysterious figure at the crossroads 
for some magical tuning.
Anyone who follows a musician or 

any other type of artist on YouTube or 
Instagram today can see that with con-
stant learning, practice, and dedication, 
skills can develop dramatically in the 
course of a year. Johnson didn’t sell 
his soul. He worked hard. He just did 
it out of the view of anyone he knew, 
so it seemed as though the improve-
ment happened instantly. But the ease 
of debunking the urban legend does not 
lessen its hold on popular music. The 
legend was featured in a 2009 episode 
of KISS lead singer Gene Simmons’ 
reality show “Family Jewels.” Internet 
gossip sites currently speculate that art-
ists from Jay-Z to Miley Cyrus to Emi-
nem have made Faustian pacts today.
To learn more about the Blues 

while you enjoy the best Blues music 
around, tune in to “Blues Power” ev-
ery Wednesday evening. The show is 
broadcast and streamed exclusively on 
95.5 the Heat/Phoenix Radio.

The crossroads where Robert Johnson “sold his soul”
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Legal
Oneka Cambell, esq. 
Small Business Legal Services, 

Realtor
C Hamilton Properties
CREAM Team Properties

Restaurant/Catering
Soul 112
D Hayes Catering
Come Into Jamaica
Island Breeze Bar/Grill
Ty’s Kitchen
Grill and Chill

Retail
Lionest Fashion & Care
Harlem Vibes
WeDaBest
Let’s Deal Fashion
First Class Promotions
Crooked Brook

Construction
Right Way Construction
T Square Construction

Salons/Hair Care
Mayes Salon
JJ Merchandise

Funeral Home
T Revels Gibson

House Painting
Howard Painting

Physician
Dr Gordon Fung

The story of civilization involves the 
story of the minority. Whether or not 
that minority succeeds in its new ad-
opted country rests almost entirely in 
its ability to grow financially to the 
point of being self-sustaining. For bet-
ter or for worse, this is the only way 
waves of immigrants in America have 
succeeded; by investing in their own 
communities before investing in oth-
ers. The counter to this is that it pro-
motes segregation by encouraging 
everyone to think along racial/ethnic 
lines. There is truth to this. However, 
to date, there has never been a suc-
cessful immigrant wave to this country 
that didn’t prosper by looking out for 
their own interest before others. When 
the Italians first came here, they faced 
mass discrimination on account of their 
different appearance, their language, 
their customs, etc. An example of the 
bigotry they faced is that in 1891, 11 
Italian immigrants were lynched in 
front of a statue of Robert E. Lee by 
a xenophobic mob. In a perfect world, 
Italian Americans could’ve lived any-
where, worked anywhere, and spent 
their money anywhere regardless of 
ethnicity. But that wasn’t the case. Ital-
ians, pressured by discrimination, had 
their own communities within America 
and therefore spent their money within 
those neighborhoods. This had the ef-
fect of creating wealthy Italian busi-
nesses that could expand, send future 
generations to college, and be seen as 
an established part of America. This 
has been the same story for most eth-
nicities to enter the country. Jews, 
Slavs, Asians, Indians, Latinos, and 
many more established themselves 
by investing in their own communi-
ties. Black America has had a different 
story, partly because Blacks didn’t im-
migrate here, and partly because there 
have been major external impediments 
to their success.
Ater WW1, Blacks started filling a la-

bor gap created by the closing of the 
U.S. borders to European nations. With 
the economic rise of the Black com-
munity came the resentment of White 

Attorneys
315-586-2251
PamHamilton.com

Realtor
315-723-6553
creamteamhomebuyers.com
Restaurant/
Catering
171 Genesee St, Utica
dhayeshomecooking.com
1224 Steuben St, Utica
517 Mandeville St, Utica
1012 Columbia St, Utica
122 Eagle St, Utica

Retail
825 Albany St, Utica NY
8555 Seneca Turnpike, New Hartford
1125 Stark St, Utica
IG @lets.deal331
440 S Jay St, Rome
50 Auert Ave North, Utica
Const
ruction
FB: rightwayconstructioncontractors
118 Grove Pl, Utica
Salon
s/Hair Care
1614 Genesee St, Utica
1155 Mohawk St, Utica, 

Funeral Home
trevelsgibson.com

House Painting
315-795-1257
Physic
ian
4 Oxford Crossing, New Hartford

This is a partial list, to view the complete list visit uticaphoenix,net

a unique struggle for blacks
How the Economy of Black Americans has failed
By Eamon Handzel

Supremacists, culminating into riots all 
over the nation, where White Suprem-
acists mobs attacked Blacks openly. 
That summer of violence across three 
dozen cities left many Blacks dead 
from riots as well as 97 lynches.
The worst of that summer was in 

Elaine, Arkansas. Fearful of Social-
ism, White farmers went to disrupt a 
Black Farmers Union meeting, and 
in the confrontation a White man was 
shot dead. The Whites formed a militia 
and over two days killed between 100-
237 Black men, women, and children 
at random with 5 Whites dying as well.
The classic story of the disastrous 

consequence of Blacks attempting to 
become financially stable is the 1921 
Tulsa Burning. Blacks living in the 
Greenwood District of Tulsa Oklaho-
ma, started self-investing and became 
an incredible wealthy community. 
“Greenwood became so prosperous 

that it came to be known as “the Negro 
Wall Street” (now commonly referred 
to as “the Black Wall Street”). Blacks 
had created their own businesses and 
services in this enclave, including 
several grocers, two newspapers, two 
movie theaters, nightclubs, and numer-
ous churches. Black professionals, in-
cluding doctors, dentists, lawyers, and 
clergy, served their peers. Following a 
mob fight between Whites and Blacks 
over the rumor of a Black man being 
lynched, a White mob, many of whom 
were deputized by police, ransacked 
and set fire to Greenwood. The destruc-
tion left roughly 10,000 Blacks home-
less, 800 injured, and an estimated 300 
dead.
Recent events show ongoing external 

impediment to Black financial stability 
in the form of Wells Fargo, the nation’s 
4th largest bank, racially discriminat-
ing against Blacks and Hispanics. Af-
ter the Housing Bubble Burst in 2008, 
many minorities saw their property 
foreclosed on as a result of especially 
high mortgage rates.“A government in-
vestigation found 34,000 instances of 
Wells Fargo charging African Ameri-
cans and Hispanics higher fees and 
rates on mortgages compared with 
white borrowers with similar credit 
profiles, according to documents filed 
in the U.S. District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia.” Later, Wells Fargo 
ended up paying $175m in settlement. 
Despite the grim history of the Black 
American experience and several not-
ed instances of calamity, there is still a 
strong effort from many Black leaders 
to reach the same financial viability at-
tained by many other minorities of this 
country.
Protesting is a great means of fighting 

injustice, but ultimately, it’s reactive 
rather than proactive. It is the opinion 
of this Newspaper that one of the most 
effective means of elevating the Black 
community is for Black people to start 
spending their money at Black owned 
businesses as much as possible. In ef-
fect, to create a 2nd Black Wall Street 
right here in Utica, only this time it, 
won’t suffer the same fate. This is not 

to discriminate against any non-Black 
businesses, but to promote a new mar-
ket. A financially healthy Black popu-
lation means more potential Black 
customers eventually spending outside 
their community and thus benefitting 
everyone regardless of race. It’s sim-
ple; Black community invests in itself, 
creates financially secure Black spend-
ers, then those people contribute to the 
prosperity of the nation. This of course 
isn’t to suggest that only Black people 
should be obligated to spend at Black 
owned businesses. Whatever your 
race/ethnicity, it’s in your best interest 
to invest locally. So, if you happen to 
live in a Black neighborhood, spend 
there as well. It’s better to shop at lo-
cal businesses instead of chain stores. 
Strong local economies are vital for the 
restoration of the nation.

The Burning of Tulsa OK, 1921

Welcome to  the  “Black  Market”!
If you’d like to support the community, below is a list of 

various Black owned businesses  that are all right here in 
Utica. These businesses are an often overlooked part of Uti-
ca’s economy and can offer an array of different services 
including legal aid, food, real estate, and even construction.   
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Legal Myths & Reality
Judge Joan Shkane

This is a continuing discussion of Le-
gal Myths and Reality, because those 
informed are always the most success-
ful.

MYTH: New York State through the 
police can take, analyze and use any-
one’s DNA sample in present or future 
law enforcement.
REALITY:  The vast majority of DNA 

samples in New York are collected ei-
ther openly by police (with the subject 
person’s consent) or secretly, such as 
by DNA taken from soda cans, cof-
fee cups, or other related ways.  About 
32,000 people have samples on file in 
New York State.  About 8,000 of those 
people have never been convicted of 
a crime.  Of those 8,000 about 20% 
are juveniles, who cannot legally be 
convicted of a crime.  Two main labs 
collect and compare DNA samples 
for New York City.  One is the New 
York City Medical Examiner’s Office.  
They claim the largest public DNA lab 
in the state.  The other collector is the 
New York State lab. Historically these 
agencies have handled the DNA sam-
ples differently from each other.  Both 
labs collect the DNA and analyze it.  
The medical examiner’s lab analyzes 
the DNA sample, which can come 
from any source, and then compares it 
to other evidence of a crime to make 
a connection.  The State lab does only 
the initial analysis and not the com-
parison.  The State lab has on file only 
profiles of adults who have been con-
victed of major or minor crimes.  
Various groups have now pressured 

the medical examiner’s lab to imme-
diately stop making comparisons of 
DNA results.  The medical examiner 
has announced a new policy that they 
will no longer make comparisons un-
less the police produce associated evi-
dence of a crime.  Associated evidence 
means other evidence found at a crime 
scene, like fingerprints, security pho-
tos, a witness, or other evidence.  
The Legal Aid Society says that this 

new policy does not go far enough be-
cause it applies only to DNA evidence 
going forward, and does not deal with 
samples already on file.  That group 
includes juveniles, who, by law, can-
not be convicted of a crime.  They also 
argue that the New York City Police 
Department is continually expanding 
its surveillance practices, and there 
is no promise that they will not exert 
pressure on the medical examiner to 
continue the collecting and compari-
son policy in the future, once this ef-
fort blows over.  Others say that the 
medical examiner is diligently remov-
ing samples of those not convicted of 
crimes or juveniles who are illegally in 
the system, and have already removed 
about 20,000 hits.  They say that they 
are trying to promote fairness while 
permitting the use of scientific and un-
biased tools for public safety.      

MYTH:  If the United States Supreme 
Court makes a ruling, then all states 

are bound by the ruling, regardless of 
a state’s wish otherwise. 
REALITY: The example that best il-

lustrates the contrary principle is the is-
sue of abortion.  Some analysts believe 
that the U.S. Supreme Court is about 
to turn ultra conservative with the ad-
dition of Judge Amy Coney Barrett, if 
she is confirmed.  They argue that then 
women’s right to choose abortion or 
not, will be limited or eliminated.  At 
least five District Attorneys, or can-
didates for District Attorney, have 
pledged that if the U.S. Supreme Court 
strikes down the abortion case, Roe v. 
Wade, thereby outlawing abortion and 
a woman’s right to choose, they have 
a remedy.   The District Attorneys ar-
gue that they have an obligation to up-
hold the U.S. Constitution.  They also 
explain that they have a duty that is 
greater than that.  That duty is to exer-
cise discretion and Independent judg-
ment.  They already sometimes decline 
to prosecute particular crimes or entire 
categories of crimes.  For instance, 
adultery remains criminal in over 20 
states, but it is not prosecuted.  The 
states and major cities with prosecutors 
who have signed on to the pledge not to 
prosecute abortion cases include New 
York, California, Tennessee, Colorado, 
Georgia, Massachusetts, and Vermont.
The public can expect vast arguments 

involving states’ rights in enforcement 
proceedings if this all comes to pass 
by a Supreme Court ruling overturning 
the Roe case. 

MYTH:  The criminal justice system, 
and especially penalties for a crime, 
are unchangeable.
REALITY:  The New York criminal 

justice system is constantly scrutinized 
to try to make it the most efficient and 
responsive system possible.  Changes 
are often proposed.  A recent movement 
addresses penalties of those who have 
served their time and are released from 
prison. Currently persons convicted of 
a crime must serve the sentence, minus 
certain periods for, among other things, 
good behavior.  However, whenever 
released, they are responsible for court 
and other supervision fees. A proposal 
called the End Predatory Court Fees 
Act would eliminate court fees, manda-
tory minimum fines, incarceration be-
cause of unpaid fines and fees, govern-
ment seizure of commissary accounts 
set up for the prisoner’s use, probation 
fees, and asset forfeiture.  Those sup-
porting the law argue that the convict-
ed person has served the required time 
and should not be further punished.  
They say it’s kicking someone when 
they are down.  They also argue that 
some municipalities are so vigorous 
with enforcement that the collected 
amounts actually account for the sec-
ond largest source of income to some 
municipalities. They say that some 
prisoners fulfill one of the main goals 
of prison, that is, they are rehabilitated, 
and sometimes earn college degrees or 
learn trades in prison.  However, they 
cannot become employed because of 
the heavy outstanding fees and the risk 
of returning to prison for not paying 
the fees.  Those not in favor of the law 
say that taxpayers should not pay the 
bill for convicted criminals.  We shall 
see whose argument carries the day.  

Giving attention to legal myths is not wrong.  
It can be a starting point for developing an in-
terest in the law.  However, if legal issues are 
important in your life, for instance regarding 
custody of your children or money payable for 
any reason, it is wise to consult a lawyer who 
can advise you on the truth of legal myths.  
This discussion is not intended to render le-
gal advice on specific cases or to express an 
opinion on any specific case.

Continued on page 12
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STAR STUDENTS RECOGNIZED Legal Myths & Reality
On Point for College Utica 2020 Virtual Celebration
Dawn LaGuerre

Judge Joan Shkane

Under the leadership of Executive 
Director Samuel Rowser, On Point 
for College provides the opportunity 
to change lives, one life at a time, by 
enabling students to fulfill their college 
and career dreams. 

The organization is dedicated to de-
veloping programs and cultivating 
relationships to change the lives of 
traditional and non-traditional, 17- to 
29-year-old students by breaking down 
barriers through access to training, col-
lege, and careers for success in life. On 
Point for College works with students 
from application to graduation, and be-
yond, making higher education acces-
sible to youth who have the desire and 
the will, but who feel college is out of 
reach due to economic, academic and 
other barriers. 

On Point for College Utica has been 
honoring star students and partners 
since 2012, helping more than 800 
first-generation Utica adults have 
overcome obstacles to their success 
and gone on to enroll in college. 350 
students graduated with the help of 
On Point for College, an organization 
dedicated to removing academic and 
economic barriers for students who 
have the desire but rarely the means 
to advance their learning beyond high 
school. To celebrate these successes, 
On Point for College is hosting a virtu-
al event on November 12, 2020 at 5:00 
PM.  The event is free to attend and 
will be hosted on On Point’s website 
at onpointforcollege.org/celebration as 
well as On Point’s Facebook page at 
facebook.com/onpointforcollege
On Point for College Utica 2020 cel-

ebration Honorary Chair Tom Clark 
commented, “ I am proud to be Honor-
ary Chair of this wonderful organiza-
tion that does so much for our youth 
here.”

Awards will be given to the following 
honorees: 
Make a Difference Award: 
Professor Erol Balkan: The Hamilton 

College Leonard C, Ferguson Profes-
sor of Economics, has been a partner 

This is a continuing discussion of Le-
gal Myths and Reality, because those 
informed are always the most success-
ful.

MYTH: New York State through the 
police can take, analyze and use any-
one’s DNA sample in present or future 
law enforcement.
REALITY:  The vast majority of DNA 

samples in New York are collected ei-
ther openly by police (with the subject 
person’s consent) or secretly, such as 
by DNA taken from soda cans, cof-
fee cups, or other related ways.  About 
32,000 people have samples on file in 
New York State.  About 8,000 of those 
people have never been convicted of 
a crime.  Of those 8,000 about 20% 
are juveniles, who cannot legally be 
convicted of a crime.  Two main labs 
collect and compare DNA samples 
for New York City.  One is the New 
York City Medical Examiner’s Office.  
They claim the largest public DNA lab 
in the state.  The other collector is the 
New York State lab. Historically these 
agencies have handled the DNA sam-
ples differently from each other.  Both 
labs collect the DNA and analyze it.  
The medical examiner’s lab analyzes 
the DNA sample, which can come 
from any source, and then compares it 
to other evidence of a crime to make 
a connection.  The State lab does only 
the initial analysis and not the com-
parison.  The State lab has on file only 
profiles of adults who have been con-
victed of major or minor crimes.  
Various groups have now pressured 

the medical examiner’s lab to imme-
diately stop making comparisons of 
DNA results.  The medical examiner 
has announced a new policy that they 
will no longer make comparisons un-
less the police produce associated evi-
dence of a crime.  Associated evidence 
means other evidence found at a crime 
scene, like fingerprints, security pho-
tos, a witness, or other evidence.  
The Legal Aid Society says that this 

new policy does not go far enough be-
cause it applies only to DNA evidence 
going forward, and does not deal with 
samples already on file.  That group 
includes juveniles, who, by law, can-
not be convicted of a crime.  They also 
argue that the New York City Police 
Department is continually expanding 
its surveillance practices, and there 
is no promise that they will not exert 
pressure on the medical examiner to 
continue the collecting and compari-
son policy in the future, once this ef-
fort blows over.  Others say that the 
medical examiner is diligently remov-
ing samples of those not convicted of 
crimes or juveniles who are illegally in 
the system, and have already removed 
about 20,000 hits.  They say that they 
are trying to promote fairness while 
permitting the use of scientific and un-
biased tools for public safety.      

MYTH:  If the United States Supreme 
Court makes a ruling, then all states 

with On Point for College of research 
projects involving and benefiting our 
students, raising funds with Hamilton 
College student groups and staff for 
laptops for On Point students as well as 
finding creative collaborative solutions 
to help our students and area commu-
nities.
Campus Angel Award: 
Michelle Sebastian: Michelle is 

a Community Resource Specialist 
MVCC College Community Connec-
tion (C3) Program where she has in-
spirationally partnered with On Point 
for College to effectively help students 
overcome hurdles and succeed
Foundation of Hope Award: 
Martin Babenic and the UpMobility 

Foundation: Martin Babenic has over 
the years helped empower On Point 
for College students. Recently, Martin 
provided funding for laptops through 
the UpMobility Foundation to help 
ensure every On Point Utica Region 
student had a laptop for college access, 
success and good jobs
Dream Maker Award:
Elsa Magee: New York State Higher 

Education Services Corporation Exec-
utive Vice President, Elsa Magee was 
instrumental in making the successful 
replication of On Point for College to 
the Utica region possible.  

You can become a sponsor of On 
Point for College, and help future stu-
dents succeed:

Sponsorship levels
$65 College Admission Sponsor
$100 Internet Access Sponsor
$250 Textbooks Sponsor

$500 Student Laptop Sponsor
For more information call Kevin 

Marken at 315-454-7293 or make your 
donation to help sponsor a student’s 
educational dreams come true online 
at: onpointforcollege.org/celebration

Sponsors making this event possible 
include: Title Sponsor Adirondack 
Bank, Senior Sponsor Mohawk Val-
ley Community College and Printing 
Sponsor PJ Green.

are bound by the ruling, regardless of 
a state’s wish otherwise. 
REALITY: The example that best il-

lustrates the contrary principle is the is-
sue of abortion.  Some analysts believe 
that the U.S. Supreme Court is about 
to turn ultra conservative with the ad-
dition of Judge Amy Coney Barrett, if 
she is confirmed.  They argue that then 
women’s right to choose abortion or 
not, will be limited or eliminated.  At 
least five District Attorneys, or can-
didates for District Attorney, have 
pledged that if the U.S. Supreme Court 
strikes down the abortion case, Roe v. 
Wade, thereby outlawing abortion and 
a woman’s right to choose, they have 
a remedy.   The District Attorneys ar-
gue that they have an obligation to up-
hold the U.S. Constitution.  They also 
explain that they have a duty that is 
greater than that.  That duty is to exer-
cise discretion and Independent judg-
ment.  They already sometimes decline 
to prosecute particular crimes or entire 
categories of crimes.  For instance, 
adultery remains criminal in over 20 
states, but it is not prosecuted.  The 
states and major cities with prosecutors 
who have signed on to the pledge not to 
prosecute abortion cases include New 
York, California, Tennessee, Colorado, 
Georgia, Massachusetts, and Vermont.
The public can expect vast arguments 

involving states’ rights in enforcement 
proceedings if this all comes to pass 
by a Supreme Court ruling overturning 
the Roe case. 

MYTH:  The criminal justice system, 
and especially penalties for a crime, 
are unchangeable.
REALITY:  The New York criminal 

justice system is constantly scrutinized 
to try to make it the most efficient and 
responsive system possible.  Changes 
are often proposed.  A recent movement 
addresses penalties of those who have 
served their time and are released from 
prison. Currently persons convicted of 
a crime must serve the sentence, minus 
certain periods for, among other things, 
good behavior.  However, whenever 
released, they are responsible for court 
and other supervision fees. A proposal 
called the End Predatory Court Fees 
Act would eliminate court fees, manda-
tory minimum fines, incarceration be-
cause of unpaid fines and fees, govern-
ment seizure of commissary accounts 
set up for the prisoner’s use, probation 
fees, and asset forfeiture.  Those sup-
porting the law argue that the convict-
ed person has served the required time 
and should not be further punished.  
They say it’s kicking someone when 
they are down.  They also argue that 
some municipalities are so vigorous 
with enforcement that the collected 
amounts actually account for the sec-
ond largest source of income to some 
municipalities. They say that some 
prisoners fulfill one of the main goals 
of prison, that is, they are rehabilitated, 
and sometimes earn college degrees or 
learn trades in prison.  However, they 
cannot become employed because of 
the heavy outstanding fees and the risk 
of returning to prison for not paying 
the fees.  Those not in favor of the law 
say that taxpayers should not pay the 
bill for convicted criminals.  We shall 
see whose argument carries the day.  

Giving attention to legal myths is not wrong.  
It can be a starting point for developing an in-
terest in the law.  However, if legal issues are 
important in your life, for instance regarding 
custody of your children or money payable for 
any reason, it is wise to consult a lawyer who 
can advise you on the truth of legal myths.  
This discussion is not intended to render le-
gal advice on specific cases or to express an 
opinion on any specific case.

Continued on page 12

Restaurant Review: Cafe charm
Terrace Cafe by O’Connors at Munson Williams 
By Phoenix Staff
There is a place in this city where a 

person may feel as though they are 
among the most sophisticated and cul-
tured elements of society while wear-
ing jeans. Through food and art, the 
Terrace Café by O’Conner’s offers you 
an exquisite dining experience. This 
new version of the café presents fine 
dining at a gracious price. Minute Filet 
Mignon & Au Poivre at a mere price of 
$16. Seared Salmon, Shrimp Waldorf, 
and even Burger are just some of the 
other fine items also offered at such a 
reasonable price. I can assure you that 
the quality is not diminished by the 
low cost. The Chef is a southern man 
and every bit the expert in his craft. 
My guest and I had the good fortune of 
meeting this man when he stopped us 
as we were leaving just to let us know 
how much he valued our regular pa-
tronage (he was unaware that we were 
writing a review of his establishment).
While O’Connor’s perfectly balances 

the world of fine dining and casual cafe, 
it should not be mistaken for a “diner” 
by any means. Terrace is a café, through 
and through. In this world, a truly good 

café is something of a rarity. This is not 
some gated Highrise café for the rich. 
This is a truly Utican thing. The food 
really is that good and what’s more, is 
that it’s no more expensive than your 
typical restaurant. Terrace Café is an 
extension of the Munson Williams Art 
museum located in the Fountain Elms 
wing. Fountain Elms is a Victorian-
style house masterfully furnished as 
such. The café residing on the balcony 
of the Victorian house gives the feel-
ing of eating in the 19th century, an ex-
perience in its own right. However, if 
you take the longer entrance, through 
the museum, you’ll be privileged to 
gaze upon Dali’s and Hopper’s great 
works before arriving at the café. In 
the warmer days, you can sit outside on 
the balcony to look upon the actual ter-
race itself. The interior of the café can 
best be described as classic European. 
Modest but tasteful. The waiters, the 
most attentive in the whole city, liter-
ally run from one spot to the next wast-
ing not one second in their service of 
you. The menu is simple and refined. 
A single sheet of paper that shows a 
Continued on pg. 12
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Broad Street Flea Market

ANTIQUES, VINTAGE COLLECTABLES, AMERICANA, PRIMITIVES

OBJET D'ART, EPHEMERA, GLASS, POTTERY, STONEWARE
 VINYL RECORDS, HANDMADE SOAP & CANDLES

807 Broad St, Utica, NY

Saturday - Sunday, 10am - 4pm
Wednesday - Friday, 10am - 5pm

VENDORS & FOOD TRUCKS WANTED

LUCKY BAMBOO PLANTS

FURNITURE

CBD PRODUCTS

315-941-0925

UP TO 50% OFF
NEW AND USED HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

INDOOR YEAR-ROUND

FREE FORT SCHUYLER TRADING COMPANY COFFEE

Ruth Bader Ginsburg and the Iroquois: A Tragic Legacy
Doug George Kanentiio Akwasane Mohawk

Perhaps it is not that the late US Su-
preme Court Justice Ruth Bader Gins-
burg was hostile to Indigenous people 
but that in her legal career they had no 
presence, no bearing. They were, as 
she is cited in writing, advocates for a 
distinct status which was ‘rekindling 
the embers of sovereignty that long 
ago went cold”.

Justice Ginsburg was a rightfully 
praised defender of human rights 
and specifically those of women. 
She wanted them to enjoy full equal-
ity under American law and to brush 
aside those elements of discrimination 
which qualified their constitutional 
rights. She had difficulty in accept-
ing the historical fact of aboriginal 
separation and the claim that a group 
of “Americans” would not only assert 
their independence but seek redress for 
the theft of their lands based upon the 
enforcement of treaty law.

Ginsburg would have a difficult time 
with the Haudenosaunee (Six Nations 
Iroquois) Confederacy since it specifi-
cally rejected US citizenship, refused 
to endorse the suffragette cause in that 
it sought the right to vote, waged an 
ongoing struggle to compel individual 
states and the federal government to 
abide by their treaties and to have all 
levels of American government refrain 
from exercising any jurisdiction on its 
territories.

Towards the end of her career as a 
Justice she did become more sensitive 
to Native issues and supported the re-
cent McGrit v. Oklahoma ruling which 

affirmed that indigenous people living 
on their treaty lands in eastern Oklaho-
ma were exempt from state laws.
The Haudenosaunee saw this as a pos-

sibility that the harmful ramifications 
of the City of Sherrill v. Oneida Indian 
Nation 544 US 197 (2005) would be 
temporized.  
In that decision she indicated that de-

spite Article Six of the US Constitution 
which reads:

This Constitution, and the Laws of 
the United States which shall be made 
in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties 
made, or which shall be made, under 
the Authority of the United States, 
shall be the supreme Law of the Land; 
and the Judges in every State shall be 
bound thereby, any Thing in the Con-
stitution or Laws of any State to the 
Contrary notwithstanding.

Ginsburg ignored the intent and 
meaning of this section which binds 
the nation to adhere to its treaties and 
is the supreme law of the land without 
any time or legal qualification. As she 
tried to dismiss the claimants in the 
Sherrill case using a “laches” defense 
(when too much time has passed to 
warrant a legal claim) she ignored the 
fact  that the Haudenosaunee can, and 
have, shown ongoing efforts to have 
their stolen lands returned to them and 
that at no instance in the past 216 years 
(and in some instances before) since 
the signing of the Canandiagua Treaty 
in 1794  has the Confederacy aban-
doned its press for justice.

But complicating the Sherrill case is 
that the plaintiff Oneida Indian Nation 
was not, and is not now, a member of 
the Confederacy. It can be shown that 
the Oneida Indian Nation has no basis 
as a government under either Haude-
nosaunee or US laws and can only 
date its existence to 1992 when it was 
formed as a requisite for a gambling 
compact with New York State.In ef-
fect, the Oneida Indian Nation was the 
weakest possible entity to press for the 
collective treaty rights of the Haudeno-
saunee. It did not exist in 1794 nor can-
not prove it has governed the Oneida 
people since time immemorial.

The OIN was encouraged to pursue 
a disastrous legal tactic in which it 
threatened to name thousands of home-
owners in the claim area as defendants. 
This led to the inevitable decision by 
the Supreme Court since it has never 
given such power to any Native na-
tion nor has it acknowledged the self 
determination status of truly sovereign 
Native nations-a reasonable inference 
given Article 6.
Ginsburg also added another layer to 

all ready bad “Indian” law in that she 
affirmed the source of all US claims to 
control over indigenous people is root-
ed in the racist series of edicts passed 
by the Catholic Church called the Doc-
trines of Discovery.

The papacy was throughly corrupt 
in the 15th century and the arrival of 
European ships into regions which 
were not Christian gave them access 
to wealth by trade which much of that 
consisting of slavery. Like the Romans 
before them the Church needed a thin 
veneer of legality to steal lands and en-
slave humans so the popes beginning 
with Nicholas V in 1452 and leading to 
the notorious Alexander VI (the Borgia 
pope) in 1493 held that any non-Chris-
tian entity could be forcibly subdued 
and their resources taken by a Christian 
power based upon “discovery”.
Perhaps Justice Ginsburg did not 

know her own ancestors were com-
pelled to pay for Cristobal Colon’s 
journeys (aka Columbus) since their 
property was being taken by Queen Is-
abella and King Ferdinand as the Jews 
were forcibly expelled from a newly 
united Spain. It is said that ship loads 
of refugee Jews were departing for 

Africa at the port of Palos at the same 
time as Colon set sail westwards.
It is stunning that Alexander VI pa-

pal bull would be the basis for Gins-
burg to rule against the US Constitu-
tion and, subsequently, every Native 
nation seeking its enforcement. The 
Doctrines have led to the death of mil-
lions of people and the loss of a hemi-
sphere to those very Christian powers 
which tried repeatedly to eradicate the 
Jews. It is the source for the ambiguous 
claims by the individual states and the 
national government to rule over indig-
enous nations.

This is why the Haudenosaunee find 
it impossible to join in the national 
celebration of Justice Ginsburg’s ca-
reer. Great harm was imposed upon 
our people which may well take gen-
erations to remedy. Ideally, she should 
have held that the Oneida Indian Na-
tion had no standing to bring suit and 
remanded the case to the Grand Coun-
cil of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy 
for final resolution while extinguishing 
the Doctrines of Discovery so it may 
no longer be the foundation of US “In-
dian” law.
Now that would have been her great 

abiding legacy.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg
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Utica Opioid Treatment Program

www.helio.health

Same day Walk In 
Assessments

Medication Assisted
Therapies

Individual and Family
Counseling

Do you like working on cars?

Are you any good working on cars?

Wanna get better working on cars with the computer? 
Because today most cars are not only diagnosed with 
a computer but they’re also fixed with the computer.

The Steet Auto Group on Commercial Drive in Yorkville 
offers apprenticeships with on the job training, 
factory authorized online courses and personal 
in-house mentors to help you with your advancement 
to develop your skills as an automotive technician. You 
can make upwards of $100k a year by building your 
knowledge and moving you up the ladder.

The Steet Auto Group has a proud history of racial 
inclusion. It is part of our corporate heritage. We will 
welcome you.

So, call 315-797-9797 or email us at steetauto@gmail.com put 
tech in the subject line and make that appointment today to 
begin your new career as an auto tech here at Steet Auto Group.
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Utica Phoenix: 4.75” x 7.5” 

Homeownership more affordable.

M&T has options to help you achieve homeownership.   

You may be eligible for solutions to help: 

• Reduce the cash needed at closing

• Lower monthly payments

• Save thousands by paying less interest

• Qualify with a less-than-perfect credit history

Get started with one of our mortgage specialists by calling 

1-888-253-0993 or visit us at mtb.com.

Equal Housing Lender. 
Certain restrictions apply. Subject to credit and property approval. ©2020 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. NMLS# 381076. 43771-A 200710 VF

We Accept All Medicaid and Major Insurances!

Covid is Real!
Stay Safe

Wear Your Mask
Avoid Crowds

Socially Distance
We speak your language...Spanish, Burmese, 
Karen, Bosnian, Russian, Hindi and many more!

 Free Delivery Utica, New Hartford, 
 Marcy, Clinton, Herkimer and surrounding areas.

704 Bleecker Street Utica, NY 13501
          315-732-6915

TRUSTED FOR  
MORE THAN  

80 YEARS
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Call 
MJ Trucking and Moving 

Your In Town Moving Specialists
Phone 917-405-3079

Email Dr.duss@hotmail.com
On Time - Courteous- Careful

Members of the Delta Omega Epsilon ΔΩΕ Fraternity of 
SUNY Poly Technic Intstitute came by the garden on a 
warm October day, to help us prep for a cold winter. 

Murphy’s Excavating unloads compost to cover the gar-
den beds, saving our annuals from a harsh winter sea-
son.

Closing up the 
garden for 2020
Saying goodbye to the 
2020 season, getting ready 
for 2021
By Editor-In-Chief
Cassandra Harris-Lockwood
The For The Good Community Gar-

dens have been remarkable this year. 
The tremendous support from our 
community has again made it possible 
to feed hundreds of people and families 
throughout the summer. Steet Automo-
tive’s check for $10,000 took us into 
the harvest with a sense of comfort.
Murphy Excavating transported our 

needed compost to fill and refill the 
beds and delivered needed component 
panels to path the fence and secure the 
perimeter.
Pictured here are 5 members of SUN-

YPoly’s DOE fraternity who have been 
showing up, masked up, to lend their 
labor and help be a part of this impor-
tant community asset.
Volunteers rebuilt many beds and the 

funding for the wood was provided by 
Hamilton College’s Brothers.
The straw used to cover the beds to 

keep weeds down for next Spring was 
provided by Clinton Tractor. For The 
Good thanks all volunteers and garden 
workers for their help and support for 
the 2020 Garden Season.
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Voices of 
Polonia

By Ted Rajcel
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Voices of 
Polonia

Witold Pilecki—Auschwitz Volunteer Who Told the World About the Nazi Death Camp
By Ted Rajcel
Background
 Witold Pilecki was a Polish cavalry officer, intelligent agent, and resistance 

leader during World War II.  He volunteered to be captured by the Nazis and em-
bedded in Auschwitz concentration camp to understand the nature of the camp, 
which was not known at the time.  After his escape several years later,  he wrote 
Witold’s Report, the first comprehensive intelligent report on the atrocities of the 
Holocaust.  Witold Pilecki was a Polish resistance fighter, who voluntarily went 
to Auschwitz to start a resistance.  He sent messages to the allies, becoming  the 
first to sound the alarm about the true nature of Nazi Germany’s largest concen-
tration and extermination camp.
Early Life
Witold Pilecki was born on the 13th of May 1901 in the town of Olonets, Kare-

lia, Poland, at that time in the Russian Empire.  He was a descendant of a noble 
family.  His grandfather, Jozef Pilecki, was a member of the Polish landed gen-
try and a dedicated Polish Nationalist.  Jozef Pilecki had been a supporter of 
the secessionist January uprising by Russian forces of 1863,1864  following the 
brutal defeat of the uprising by Russian forces.  Jozef Pilecki, like most Polish 
nobles who had supported the rebellion, had his title revoked and his estate and 
other properties  confiscated by the Russian government.  He was condemned to 
exile to Siberia for seven years.  After his release he and his family were forcibly 
resettled by Tsarist authorities to the remote territory of Karelia, Poland, where 
Witold was born.
Nazis Invaded Poland in 1939
As a young man Witold Pilecki fought against the Soviets in the Polish-Soviet 

War, earning citations for gallantry.  When the Nazis invaded Poland at the start 
of World War II, Pilecki was called back to military service, but Poland fell in 
less than a month, split by the Nazis and the Soviets. Pilecki went into hiding and 
joined the Polish resistance.  “The French Resistance is so famous, but in actual 
fact, over half of all the intelligence from continental Europe to reach London 
came from the Polish underground.”  It was the biggest operation in Europe, and 
they provided the highest quality intelligence—much prized by the allies—about 
German capacity and war production.  As the Nazi occupation‘s grip tightened 
on Polish Jews, some Poles turned against Jews, too, while many Poles secretly 
helped their Jewish neighbors. The leader of Pilecki’s resistance cell pushed to 
make the groups Catholic—only Pilecki was a Catholic, but he argued against the 
change and pushed successfully to unite the group with a mainstream resistance 
cell that believed in equal rights for Jews.  When the Nazis are doing their best to 
try and divide society and break down the bonds between Poles, Pilecki occupied 
Poland was known to be a Nazi work camp for Polish prisoners of war.  Pilecki 
was to gather information about conditions inside and organize a resistance cell, 
perhaps even an uprising.  This dangerous mission was voluntary.  He could have 
refused.  On September 18, 1940, he placed himself in the middle of  a Gestapo 
sweep and was sent to Auschwitz.
Life in the Concentration Camp
Nothing could have prepared him for the brutality he found. As he leaped out 

of a train car with hundreds of other men, he was beaten with clubs.  Ten men 
were randomly pulled from the group and shot.  Another man was asked his 
profession.  When he said that he was a doctor, he was beaten to death.  Anyone 
who was educated or Jewish was beaten.  Those remaining were robbed of their 
valuables, stripped, shaved, assigned a number, and given prison stripes, and then 
marched out to stand in the first of many roll calls. “Let none of you imagine 
that he will ever leave this place alive’” an SS guard announced.  “The rations 
have been calculated so that you will only survive six weeks.  The mass gassings 
that came to define the Holocaust had yet to begin, but the crematorium was up 
and running.  The only way out of Auschwitz , another guard said, was through 
the chimney.  Thus began 2 ½ years of misery.  As Pilecki and other prisoners 
starved,  lice and bedbugs feasted on them. Typhus outbreaks regularly ranged 
through the camp.  Work assignments were exhausting.  Guards delighted in pun-
ishing the prisoners, who, in desperation, stole from and betrayed one another for 
scrapes.  Many killed themselves by leaping into the electrified fence, but slowly, 
Pilecki organized his underground.  At first it was just a few men he knew from 
before.  In the end, there were nearly a thousand men.   They formed a network 
to steal and distribute food and extra clothing, sabotage Nazi plans, hide infected 
and sick prisoners, and improve morale with a sense of brotherhood and regular 
news from the outside world.  “With almost a thousand men-- and barring for one 
incident with a Gestapo spy—not one of Pilecki’s men betrayed each other, in ex-
traordinary circumstances of starvation and violence.”  Pilecki’s built something 
really powerful in that camp.”
The Underground Working with  the Allies
Starting in October, 1940, the Underground worked together to smuggle mes-

sages to the resistance (Allies) outside.  The first was sent via prisoner Alzksander 
Wielopolski.  In Auschwitz’s early days, a few prisoners were able to secure their 
release, if their families paid big enough brides. Wielopolski was one of those 
few. Rather than risk smuggling out a paper report, Pilecki had him memorize 
it.  Once free, Wielopolski passed the message on to Pilecki’s friends in the Re-

sistance and Allies. Pilecki never knew whether or not his reports reached the 
Allies.  Over the next two years, Pilecki continued to send messages to London 
via risky escapes by his men and notes passed to Polish farmers neighboring the 
camp.  Each message was more dire: the Nazis were conducting disgusting medi-
cal experiments on patients in the camp hospital.  The Nazis killed thousands of 
Soviet POWs in a mass execution.  The Nazis were testing a way to gas prison-
ers en masse.  The camp expanding.  Huge trainloads of Jews were being gassed 
and cremated.  Hundreds of thousands of men, women and children were being 
murdered.  “Pilecki, by recording every step of the camp’s evolution towards 
the Holocaust,   was in some ways grappling with the very essence of the Nazi’s 
“evil before anyone else”.   Pilecki kept asking:  Couldn’t the allies at least bomb 
the train lines leading to the gas chambers or create a distraction so the prisoners 
could try to rise up and escape?
Pilecki Decided to Leave Auschwitz
By spring 1943 it was clear the Allies weren’t going to help the prisoners with-

out any outside help.  An uprising would never succeed.  Increasingly frail and 
in danger of being found out, he decided it was time for him to leave Auschwitz.  
It took months to plan, but he and two friends pulled off an incredible escape 
through the camp bakery in the early hours of the 27th of April.  From there, he 
sneaked into Warsaw, where he was briefly reunited with his wife and children.  
The Soviets liberated Auschwitz on January 27, 1945.  By then 1.1 million people 
had been killed there, most of them Jews.  We think of May, 1945 as the end of 
the Second World War in Europe, with parades and so on.  “Pilecki’s story is 
a powerful reminder that what happened in Eastern Europe was that the Allies 
gave Soviet leader Joseph Stalin a free hand to occupy and subjugate half of 
Continental Europe.”  The war didn’t end for millions of people.  Poland would 
spend the next four decades as a communist puppet state behind the iron curtain, 
but Pilecki didn’t see much of it.  He remained loyal to the idea of a free Polish 
republic and continued sending messages to British intelligence.  He was arrested 
by communist authorities in 1947, tortured repeatedly, and executed as enemy 
of the state the next year.  According to a Polish newspaper, as he was led to his 
death, he said, “I’ve been trying to live my life so that in the hour of my death, 
I would rather feel joy than fear.”   Pilecki’s reports remained hidden away in 
Polish archives until the 1990s.  Now he was showered with posthumous awards 
and hailed as the hero he was.   He is also a symbol of the way many Poles were 
forced to bury their war experiences for decades.  Comparing it to of the Ameri-
can heroes of D-Day, they had been treated as traitors.  That reckoning continued 
as leaders from over the world gathered in Israel to commemorate the liberation 
of Auschwitz .  In attendance was Russian President Vladimir Putin, who had 
recently spread misinformation about the Poles during World War II.  He was 
given a top speaking role at the ceremony, prompting Polish President Andrzej 
Duda to boycott the event.  Pilecki’s place of burial has never been found, but it 
is thought to be somewhere within Warsaw’s Powazki Cemetery.  After the fall of 
communism in Poland, in 2012 Powazki Cemetery was partially excavated  in a 
effort to find his remains.
Legacy
Pilecki and all others sentenced in the show trial were rehabilitated in Septem-

ber, 1990.  He was awarded The Order of Polonia Restituta in 1995, and  received 
the Order of the White Eagle in 2006, the highest Polish decoration.   On the 
6th of September, 2013, he was promoted to colonel by the minister of national 
defense.  Films about Pilecki include, “The Death of Captain Pilecki”, 2006, the 
film “Pilecki”, 2005, and the documentaries “Against the odds:  Resistance in 
Nazi Concentration Camps”, 2004 and “Heroes of War: Poland,” 2014 produced 
by Sky Vision for the History Channel UK.  A number of books have been writ-
ten about him and his comprehensive 1945 report on his undercover mission at 
Auschwitz.  One of them was published in English in 2012 under the title “The 
Auschwitz Volunteer; Beyond Bravery.”  The New York Times called it “A His-
torical Document of the Greatest Importance”.  Pilecki is the subject of Jack Fair-
weather’s 2018 book entitled “The Volunteer: The True Story of the Resistance 
Hero Who Infiltrated Auschwitz”.

A photograph of Pilecki inside Auschwitz
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Ruth Bader Ginsburg and the Iroquois: A Tragic Legacy 
continued from page 7

in the 15th century and the arrival of 
European ships into regions which 
were not Christian gave them access 
to wealth by trade which much of that 
consisting of slavery. Like the Romans 
before them the Church needed a thin 
veneer of legality to steal lands and en-
slave humans so the popes beginning 
with Nicholas V in 1452 and leading to 
the notorious Alexander VI (the Borgia 
pope) in 1493 held that any non-Chris-
tian entity could be forcibly subdued 
and their resources taken by a Christian 
power based upon “discovery”.
Perhaps Justice Ginsburg did not 

know her own ancestors were com-
pelled to pay for Cristobal Colon’s 
journeys (aka Columbus) since their 
property was being taken by Queen Is-
abella and King Ferdinand as the Jews 
were forcibly expelled from a newly 
united Spain. It is said that ship loads 
of refugee Jews were departing for 
Africa at the port of Palos at the same 
time as Colon set sail westwards.
It is stunning that Alexander VI pa-

pal bull would be the basis for Gins-
burg to rule against the US Constitu-
tion and, subsequently, every Native 

nation seeking its enforcement. The 
Doctrines have led to the death of mil-
lions of people and the loss of a hemi-
sphere to those very Christian powers 
which tried repeatedly to eradicate the 
Jews. It is the source for the ambiguous 
claims by the individual states and the 
national government to rule over indig-
enous nations.
This is why the Haudenosaunee find 

it impossible to join in the national 
celebration of Justice Ginsburg’s ca-
reer. Great harm was imposed upon 
our people which may well take gen-
erations to remedy. Ideally, she should 
have held that the Oneida Indian Na-
tion had no standing to bring suit and 
remanded the case to the Grand Coun-
cil of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy 
for final resolution while extinguishing 
the Doctrines of Discovery so it may 
no longer be the foundation of US “In-
dian” law.
Now that would have been her great 

abiding legacy.

She was known as a woman of class 
and distinction. My mother, Georgetta 
Harris, remembers her as a woman 
who had it all and put it together. “She 
had the manners, she had the style, she 
had the clothes and the speech. She 
was a woman of elegance and grace.”

Mom, having also been a nurse at 
Faxton, also recalls. “There wasn’t too 
much food on the patient’s plates that 
came back to the kitchen in those days. 
Alberta was an exceptional cook.” 

After coming to Utica in 1931 from 
Mobile, Alabama, she lived for many 
years at 211 Rutger Street. She was 
married for a time to a Charles Warf-
ield, but not much is known about that 
relationship, only that he did not spend 
his life with her here in Utica. She died 
in Broadacres Nursing Facility on Au-
gust 30, 1988 at the age of 89. She was 
visited every Sunday by a close per-
sonal friend, Frances Williams. Fran 
says she looked at Mrs. Warfield as a 
“dear friend and a second mother.” She 
has been kind enough to provide us 
with the photograph of Mrs. Warfield, 
the personal data and the sample pro-
motional material she used.

I’d like to thank all of those who of-
fered their thoughts and memories on 
Mrs. Warfield. I was too young and un-
aware to remember much of any signi-
cance about her and couldn’t have done 
it without you all.  

Remembering Our Own 
Mrs Alberta Warfield Cont.
Editor-in-Chief 
Cassandra Harris-Lockwood

small but varied list of delicious items. 
You have the option of soups, appetiz-
ers, sandwiches, dinners, and desserts.
At last, the food itself is the true prize 
of this establishment. My first dish 
was the Cornish Hen with Rosemary 
Brine with Mustard Cream, and I’ve 
never had better. I’ve sampled their 
fish, beef, greens, and more all with the 
same pleasant result. Yet another treat 
is the Fried Deviled Eggs appetizer. It’s 
become something of a personal obses-
sion. They are delicious beyond any 
imagining and compliment any of the 
main courses. The Munson William’s 
Burger, a favorite of the waiters, is 
typical of the menu. The very first bite 
is positive. Appropriately cooked; not 
too dry and not too greasy. The bun’s 
texture is perfect and there’s some kind 
of special sauce that gives such an in-
describable zest.  I hesitantly recom-
mend this only because to order the 
burger means to deprive yourself of the 
opportunity to enjoy other items. It’s a 
special kind of hell to have to choose 
one amazing thing over another.
In December, Fountain Elms (includ-

Restaurant Review:
Cafe Charm Cont.
By Phoenix Staff

ing the café) will be decorated in a 
historic Christmas style. I’m told that 
it’s something not to be missed. This 
location will be temporarily closed in 
the dead of winter, so I urge you to go 
now while you can (while observing 
the proper Covid guidelines) and enjoy 
this fine experience. Go now and taste 
this wonder of Utica.
Goat cheese toast, crumbled chevre, fig pre-
serves, apple slaw, blistered grapes, pickled 
cherries, toasted almonds - $12

THE HOT SEAT!
With Cassandra Harris-Lockwood

Monday-Thursday
5-6 PM

 

FRIDAY NIGHT MELTDOWN
With DJ Bobby Bounce

Friday 9-11 PM

MASTERS OF JAZZ
With Lou Santacroce

Sunday 2-6 PM

Listen on 95.5 FM or Stream live 
@955theheat.com
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At the
Movies

With 
Mark 

Ziobro

Arpit Nayak
The Trial of The Chicago 7

Historical events need each genera-
tion; not only do they teach us about 
the past, but they give us a much-need-
ed reality check on our lives. Cinema 
has often used stories related to histori-
cal events in documentary, short, and 
full feature-length films. We have seen 
such films that talk about the unspoken 
reality of history and injustice and the 
brutality that often follows. Many film-
makers have visually used this context 
from a dramatic to the most realistic 
way. A recently premiered film, “The 
Trial of the Chicago 7,” also centers on 
the real-life-based important event of 
United States history.   
The story of the film is set in 1968 in 

Chicago, and a peaceful demonstra-
tion against the ongoing Vietnam War. 
There are many people among the 
protestor such as Tom Hayden (Eddie 
Redmayne) and Rennie Davis (Alex 
Sharp), who support peaceful protests 
for the young people that lost their lives 
in the war. Then there are family-guys 
like David Dellinger (John Carroll 
Lynch) and the militant leader of the 
Black Panthers Bobby Seale (Yahya 
Abdul-Mateen II). Yippy Abbie Hoff-

man (Sacha Baron Cohen) and Jerry 
Rubin (Jeremy Strong) have a chaotic 
protest approach. But somehow, what 
meant to be a non-violent act of oppo-
sition takes an ugly turn, causing a riot 
between police and protesters; we see 
tear gas and rifles in short time.
State Government decides to voice an 

anti-war moment; they charge seven 
demonstrators with conspiracy to in-
cite a riot. The Attorney General John 
Mitchell (John Doman) has pre-decid-
ed that this event is responsible for the 
unrest. He assigns the case to Richard 
Schultz (Joseph Gordon-Levitt) and 
Thomas Foran (J.C. MacKenzie). As 
the trail begins, it signals on the chips 
stacked against the seven, and prosecu-
tors wanting them to be found guilty, 
whatever it takes. The judge of the trial 
is Julius Hoffman (Frank Langella), a 
man who shuffles on that wild brink 
between inept and wicked. William 
Kunstler (Mark Rylance) is a defense 
attorney for the seven. The story most-
ly stays in the courtroom and sporadi-
cally shifts to the outer world. As the 
story unfolds, seven people with dif-
ferent beliefs and organizations fight-
ing against the bias system, they want 
to make an example. 
The film is based on a real-life event; 

it is directed and written by critically 
acclaimed filmmaker Aaron Sorkin. He 
starts the story a few months after the 
historic Chicago 8 event. Sorkin’s nar-
rative focuses on the function of gov-
ernment hindrance that is vigorous in 
its regulating apparatus, police power, 
and judiciary structure. The displeas-
ing outcomes of the opposition’s re-
pression are close when the US was in 
a metamorphosis from Lyndon John-
son to Richard Nixon. The script is 
neat, bold, and finely balanced, which 
is filled with niceties. 
The story boldly showcases police 

cruelty, an unforgiving legal system, 
and the liability lines splitting those 
grapples into an autocratic regime. 
The screenplay modifies accurate de-
tails to edge the courtroom drama that 
engrosses the 1960s; it does not fear 
questioning the system and our con-
science. The misuse of center power 
people and racism is shown in relevant 
conversion. The films’ dialogue is 
magnificently written; it’s almost a 52 
year-old-event, yet the conversations 
make it realistic and relevant in today’s 
time; Sorkin fictionalizes a bit, but 
does not go away from the main points. 
He smartly randomly induces actual 
life footage from the riots of 1968 and 
uses words to visualize and exhibit the 
historically important event. 
What makes “The Trial of the Chi-

cago 7” primarily remarkable is the 
cast of the film; it’s one of those stories 
where each character shines in its way. 
Eddie Redmayne, as Tom Hayden, is 
pitch-perfect. We can see from the be-
ginning, he gets into the ideology of 
the role that shows throughout the film, 
as well as Rennie Davis as Alex Sharp. 
Yahya Abdul-Mateen II, as the Black 

Panther’s leader Bobby Seale, is excel-
lent and showcases his emotion per-
fectly. Mark Rylance, as lawyer Wil-
liam Kunstler and Frank Langella as 
Julius Hoffman, deliver dialogues very 
well, again proveing their exceptional 
skills. But what I loved the most is the 
performance of Sacha Baron Cohen as 
Abbie Hoffman. He has personified the 
real-life protagonist so well that every 
scene recreates the authentic look at 
the original. The rest of the cast, like 
Jeremy Strong, Joseph Gordon-Levitt, 
J.C. MacKenzie, John Doman, and Mi-
chael Keaton are equally performed. 
The film takes viewers to an actual 

event in the history of Freedom of 
Speech, the ability to protest, and the 
right to question the government’s 
most fundamental actions. The layer-
ing between the 1968 Chicago protests 
and recent Black Lives Matter protests 
are all manifest. The story also focuses 
on free minded people who get treated 
as a threat to society. The movie re-
minds one of the rights to freedom and 
the consequences it can cause to one’s 
life. 
“The Trial of the Chicago 7” is a must-

watch story today, especially when the 
applicability of how history is, in turn, 
continual by its very nature. It not only 
has a predominantly astonishing story 
by Aaron Sorkin but also has the mas-
ter class performance of the entire cast. 
The film leaves an important message 
that everyone in today’s times should 
understand. You can check out this film 
now on Netflix.  

The real life Chicago 7, University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law, 1969 Chicago police battle protestors in a scene from the film. Courtesy of Netflix.

Mark is the Managing Editor of The Movie Buff 
and started the site in 2011 with Matt DeCristo. 
He is a lover of cinema, his favorite genres being 
drama, horror, and independent. Follow Mark @
The_Movie_Buff on Twitter for all site news.



14 The Utica Phoenix www.uticaphoenix.netOctober 2020

My Father’s Battle with Housing Discrimination in the early 1950’s
Editor-in-chief Cassandra Harris-Lockwood

Vernon J. Harris, Jr. graduated from 
Catholic University in Washington, 
DC in 1952 with a degree in Electrical 
Engineering at the age of 26. General 
Electric hired him right out of college 
as one of their test Engineers and he 
was assigned to work in Schenectady, 
NY. There he moved into an apartment 
with his wife Georgetta, their two 
small children, and one on the way.
As a young Engineer, Mr. Harris was 

put to work in various test programs in 
different divisions. While working in 
Large Motors and Generators in GE 
Schenectady, Mr. Harris heard about a 
new electronics plant opening in Utica. 
(GE was on track to establish major 
manufacturing plants on Bleecker St., 
Broad St., Plant St., and French Road 
by the end of the decade.)
Harris, a native of Richmond, VA, 

asked, “Where’s Utica?” About 90 
miles down the road he was told. He 
decided he wanted to get an assignment 
there so he picked a day and drove to 
the Utica plant. “It was Electronics I 
wanted and all I had was Large Motor 
and Generators and the Hermes project 
in Schenectady, which I worked as a 
Test Engineer 3 months and 6 months 
as a sign up in charge of the Electrical 
test area,” he recalls.
Bill O’Hara was a manager in the per-

sonnel area and offered him a position 
in Quality Control. Harris stated that 
he wanted a position in design engi-
neering, so Bill arranged for some in-
terviews. Harris did land an Engineer-
ing assignment and immediately began 
looking for a home for his growing 
family.
Mr. Harris had heard about the new 

Sunset Manor housing development 
coming online in Whitesboro near the 
Hidden Valley Golf Course. It was 
then owned by Wm. Morris, Sr. father 
of Wm. Morris, Jr. present owner of 
the New Hartford Shopping Center. 
Mr. Harris put down a $100 deposit 
and was assigned a lot in the first row 
of houses.
Meanwhile, Harris was commuting 

back and forth between Schenectady 
and Utica on the weekends by train. 
He would leave the car in Schenectady 
for his wife to have while he was away. 
While in Utica he lived in the board-
ing house of a Mrs. Partello, known as 
Mrs. P, on the corner of Sunset Ave and 
Melrose in South Utica.
Harris recalls he would walk to work 

to the French Road plant from Mel-
rose to Seward to French Road. He 
remembers walking to work one time 
in -10 below zero F. Having grown up 
in Richmond, Va. Harris was unaccus-
tomed to cold above and below zero.  
By the time he got to French Road his 
knees were creaking and his ears were 
about to fall off. It was this incident 
that resulted in his yearly wearing of 
earmuffs during most of his adult life.
Monday nights in Utica the shopswere 

open. Harris would stroll downtown to 
be amongst the people and buy little 
trinkets to take home to his children 
the following Friday when he would 
return to Schenectady.
At Mrs. P’s there were three other GE 

employees there and mostly Mohawk 
Valley Technical Institute students 
there as well. MVTI was the predeces-
sor of MVCC and was located where 
Utica National Insurance headquarters 
is located in New Hartford where State 
Routes 5, and 12 connect. And at that 
time Route 8 was routed through that 
intersection there as well.
Mr. Harris recalls, “Sunset Manor 

was a large development of lookalike 

houses. There were 4 or 5 streets go-
ing in and my lot was on the first street. 
There were about 30 houses per street 
and the houses were going for $10,500. 
They were the National Homes brand, 
two-bedroom, Cape Cod models.”
There were also numerous other GE 

employees who had bought lots and 
put down payments at Sunset Manor. 
When word of the building being un-
derway was in the air, Mr. Harris drove 
by the location and found that the de-
veloper had built up to his lot, skipped 
over it, and continued construction all 
around his plot.
Mr. Harris then made an appointment 

to see Mr. Morris and asked about the 
building of his house.
Morris then showed him a clause in 

the contract near the bottom of the 
page which stated that if for any reason 
either party wished to back out of the 
deal they simply had to pay the other 
party $5.
Harris said, “I complained and told 

him I don’t want the $5. I want my 
house.”
Mr. Morris explained that he was get-

ting complaints from Whites about a 
Black family moving in and threats to 
pull out of numerous deals.
Recently, when Wm. Morris, Jr. was 

asked about this incident he said, “It 
would have meant my father losing his 
shirt.”
The senior Morris sent Harris a check 

for $105, his deposit, and the $5 fee for 
withdrawing from the contract.
New York State had an anti-segrega-

tion law on the books but the clause in 
the contract superseded it as it made no 
specific reference to race.
Years later Wm. Morris, Sr. came to 

know Vernon Harris as a man and a 
community activist. They served on a 
committee together. Morris acknowl-
edged to his own son, Bill Jr., that his 
decision to deny the Harrises housing 
was one of the greatest regrets of his 
life. The senior Morris was also known 
to have made that pronouncement of 
regret to committee members as well.
Challenged with the need for hous-

ing for his family and getting to work 
on a daily basis, Harris appealed to 
the leading Black minister in the com-
munity for assistance, Rev. Alphonso 
Whitfield, pastor of Hope Chapel AME 
Zion.
Rev. Whitfield was what was called, 

connected. Rev. Whitfield got in touch 
with one Denny O’Dowd, head of the 
City of Utica Water Board. O’Dowd 
was a powerful figure in Utica politics, 
under Democratic strongman, Rufus P. 
Elefante.
The solution was placement for the 

family in Washington Courts. Demol-
ished in 2007, Washington Courts was 
built in the early 1940s and was origi-
nally constructed by the WPA, Works 
Progress Administration as Depart-
ment of Defense housing but, by the 
late ’40s, Washington Courts was used 
for low-income housing. Mr. Harris’s 
actual income was above the income 
levels for low-income housing but, ar-
rangements were made and the family 
moved in although he was constantly 
encouraged to find another place to 
live. Any time Harris got a raise the 
MHA would raise his rent.
He continued to seek other housing in 

the area but was met with repeated dis-
crimination. One reoccurring instance 
was Mr. Harris, who is light-skinned, 
previewing an available apartment 
then returning with his brown-skinned 
wife for final approval to find the apart-
ment was no longer available.

“One time I remember very vividly 
was on Kemble St. directly across from 
the UFA high school building. I had 
brought my wife by to show her the 
apartment I had already viewed. It was 
a convenient location, near the down-
town shopping area and near Genesee 
St. and the bus route.
“It would have been an ideal apart-

ment for a starting location. When 
Georgie and I got there, the place was 
no longer available. This happened 
more than a few times,” he said.
The young family did eventually 

find other housing on the Westside of 
town on Court Street. The landlady, for 
whatever reason became annoyed with 
the pitter-patter of little feet overhead. 
She lived on the first floor, the Harrises 
on the second floor. The landlady just 
shut off the heat and drove them out of 
the place. This occurred in a particu-
larly cold March of 1954. The Harrises 
were forced to place their children with 
other families until they could return to 
Washington Courts.
One Sunday morning after church 

Mr. Harris and his wife Georgetta were 
looking at the Sunday paper and saw 
another land development offer of 
lots and houses. They drove to North 
Utica and went to look at Spec’s De-
velopment just off of Trenton Road in 
Deerfield. One of Harris’s White tech-
nicians from GE already lived there.
When the couple toured the model 

house they liked what they saw and 
said, “We’d like to buy one.”
The cost of these Deerfield houses was 

considerably more than the Whitesboro 
houses at $13,500.
The builder’s on-site representative 

said, “If you’d like to buy this one, I’d 
like to show you another one and see if 
you’d like it.”
Mr. Harris recalls “I’m pretty sure this 

was their planned diversion to prevent 
a similar revolt by White buyers who 
would object to Black neighbors.
“The house he showed us was on 

Morgan Road in Marcy and was argu-
ably on track to be more house than all 
of the others we had seen. As yet under 
construction, it had a concrete block 
garage at the basement level and the 
basement was also concrete block con-
struction. The house was on ¾ of an 
acre of land. The other houses we had 
seen were built on slabs and were the 
size of city lots. Atop the garage was a 
large contained sundeck with a railing 
around it. It was a great place to raise 
our kids.

“The Morgan Road lot had several 
mature trees, was bordered by streams 
and creeks, a fantastic view over the 
valley, and across the road instead of 
other houses, there was beautiful pas-
ture and farmland.
“The builder said he’d sell it at the 

same price; which was an incredible 
deal. We made a down payment and 
took the deal.”
“During the time to complete the 

construction, Marcy neighbors caught 
wind of the fact that it would be a 
Black family moving in, and a petition 
was put forth and circulated. No one at 
this end knows how many signatures 
were gathered to keep the Blacks out. 
But one White family, the Carpenters, 
who lived nearby knew the Harrises as 
members of St. Joseph Church. They 
let it be known that they would rath-
er live next door to the Harrises than 
some other residents of Marcy.”
So Vernon, Georgetta, and their three 

little ones moved into 9949 Morgan 
Road on a cold, blustery night in the 
middle of a snowstorm.
Mr. Harris recalls, “It was December 

7, 1954. Jerry Williams and the late 
Andy Frank helped us move in that 
cold winter night and 66 years later we 
still own the property.”

Editor’s Note: Writing this story has been 
a revealing process for me. I lived through 
this story as a child and in my mind con-
flated much of the information over the 
years. I remember living in both apart-
ments in Washington Courts. I remember 
moving into Morgan Road on that dark, 
cold, and snowy night. What I didn’t recall 
was that there were actually two separate 
houses we were shut out from buying. And 
on top of that, I was not clear on the lo-
cation of the developments we were shut 
out of. In the end, it was my father’s per-
sistence and financial ability that ended up 
providing me and my brothers and sisters a 
house in the country to grow up in. And to 
think, he was only 28 years old when we 
moved in. Thanks, Dad



15The Utica Phoenixwww.uticaphoenix.net October 2020

Mohawk Valley Almanac NOVEMBER 2020 Edition
By Roger Chambers

15The Utica Phoenixwww.uticaphoenix.net October 2020

Mohawk Valley Almanac NOVEMBER 2020 Edition
By Roger Chambers

November Mohawk Valley AlmanaNovember is a least favorite month to many 
with its mostly cloudy and cooler weather, previewing colder and shorter days 
to come. One needs a jacket, with afternoon high temperatures typically below 
50°F and early mornings often below freezing.  While the weather and chang-
ing seasons are fairly predictable, November 2020 is going to be a momentous 
month due to a worsening pandemic and an extremely important election. Usual 
seasonal activities of shopping frenzy and holiday parties will likely be on a 
smaller scale than in previous years.  

Holidays and Observances in November

November 1                All Saints’ Day;  2:00 A.M., Eastern Standard Time begins
November 2              All Souls’ Day
November 3              Election Day
November 4              Will Rogers Day, Oklahoma
November 10             U.S. Marine Corps Birthday                  
November 11             Veterans’ Day; Remembrance Day in Canada
November 12             Elizabeth Cady Stanton Day
November 19             Discovery Day, Puerto Rico
November 26              Thanksgiving Day
November 27              Black Friday; Acadian Day, Louisiana
November 28              Small Business Saturday
November 29              First Sunday in Advent

Many “normal activities” continue to be limited with social distancing and a 
pandemic not likely to disappear soon. Whether the public follows common 
sense and public health guidelines of wearing a mask in public and limiting 
social gatherings, including large family gatherings at Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas, remains to be seen. Unfortunately, mask wearing has become a political 
issue rather than a public health issue. If this continues, the Pandemic will last 
longer with increasing fatalities.

On most people’s minds is the Presidential election. A very poor response of 
the national government to the pandemic is a major issue, but there are other 
important implications. The current political polarization surpasses that of the 
1960s, nearly equal to the 1850s-1870s. Whether this increases drastically as 
President Trump is most likely defeated remains to be seen.  From November 3, 
2020 to January 20, 2021 will be among the most difficult days in our modern 
history, perhaps surpassing the agony of what President Ford called our “na-
tional nightmare” of the Watergate Era.

If President Trump’s most ardent supporters fail to recognize the election as 
legitimate, something the President himself has dangerously encouraged, our 
Constitutional Republic is in serious trouble. This could be exacerbated by the 
ramming through the third Supreme Court Justice appointed by the most divi-
sive, corrupt and incompetent President of modern times. Anything similar  to 
the contested votes in Florida in the 2000 election, could lead to the Supreme 
Court decisions determining the outcome, something the President has overtly 
alluded to in public comments.

President Trump is not the cause of this polarization. Its modern roots include 
the creation of Fox News in the 1990s, the rise of the “Tea Party,” and the lack 
of political compromise in passing important legislation.  Ever since the Afford-
able Care Act  was passed along strict party lines, the Republicans have vowed 
to “repeal and replace” it. For important legislation to succeed long term, com-
promise and bipartisan support are essential. Otherwise, each time party control 
of Congress or President occurs, chaos ensues as  laws passed along party lines 
are strongly challenged.   

These trends have been exacerbated by President Trump’s extremely unpresi-
dential behavior with numerous insults of individuals, groups of people, and es-
sential institutions, undermining the very foundation of what keeps our society 
politically functional. The “mainstream” Republican Party has been hijacked 
by a demagogue, enabled by a silent Republican leadership. None have had the 
backbone to speak out PUBLICLY against these many despicable comments, 
lies and often personal attacks and insults, for fear of losing support of their ultra 
conservative (and often covertly racist) base. They are enablers, preferring to 
remain in power and avoid scathing attacks on themselves by a President clearly 
out of control.

Maybe true, but legendary is the comment Benjamin Franklin made when asked 
what sort of government was formed by the newly written Constitution. His reply 
was “A republic, if you can keep it.” Very important words to remember as we 
cast a ballot in this crucial Presidential election and move hopefully towards a 
continued peaceful transition of power.

In the Night Skies

Rise and Set times of  Sun, Moon and Visible Planets, November 1, 2020,  
    The first day back on Eastern Standard Time

Sun               Rises 6:37 A.M.                      Sets 4:51 P.M.
Moon            Rises 5:40 P.M. Northeast      Sets 7:24 A.M. West
Mercury        Rises 5:27 A.M. East                      
Venus            Rises 3:37 A.M. East
Mars                                                            Sets 4:40 A.M. West     
Jupiter                                                         Sets 10:19 P.M. Southwest
Saturn                              Saturn 10:45 P.M. Southwest

Moon Phases for November

November 8        Last Quarter         Rises 11:32 P.M. NE    Sets 1:36 P.M. NW
November 15        New Moon         Rises 7:15 PAM. SE    Sets 5:10 P.M. SW
November 21        First Quarter         Rises 1:01 P.M. SE     Sets 11:07 P.M. SW 

November 30        Full Beaver Moon    Rises 4:45 P.M. NE    Sets 7:20 A.M.  

Venus hovers above Mercury from the 8th to the 18th. They are low on the ho-
rizon in the eastern pre-dawn sky about forty minutes before sunrise.  They are 
joined by the thin Crescent Moon between them on the 13th, and below them on 
the 14th. Mars is visible much of the night, though fading from its peak bright-
ness of October. Saturn and Jupiter are visible in the western sky, setting earlier 
every evening. The Moon appears near them on the 18th and 19th.

Cancer
This month brings 2020 to a climax. 

It’s time to implement the plans you’ve 
schemed throughout the year and to put 
pen to paper, strategizing the ideas that 
have been percolating in your mind. 
World events will fuel your resolve and 
help you access more courage.

Virgo
You will be motivated to become 

more of a part of social movements 
or to more fearlessly share your gifts 
with the world. You are overcoming 
fear and perfectionism so you can live 
a more creative life.

Leo
By the end of the month, you will 

awaken to new possibilities for your 
professional life and personal relation-
ships. There is a silver lining around 
the clouds hovering overhead, and you 
will see it clearly after November 21.

Aries
This year has brought chapters in your 

life to a close, and this month helps you 
with the last bit of letting go, especially 
after Mercury goes retrograde on Octo-
ber 13. Endings are never comfortable 
for our egos, but the excitement of a 
new beginning stirs inside you.

Gemini
This month gives you insights into 

why you may resist what’s in your best 
interest. As Mercury stations direct on 
November 3, you can better face those 
fears and move beyond. Then, you can 
restructure your habits and daily rou-
tines.

Taurus
Love relationships are heart-expand-

ing, passionate, painful, and some-
times complicated. With the mixed 
bag of emotions, it’s no wonder they 
inspire much of our music and poetry. 
Even unhealthy ones offer us lessons 
to help us grow and  reach our highest 
potential. 

Sagittarius
Let your intuition steer you away from 

turbulence or rocky patches. Pay atten-
tion when your gut tells you to cancel 
a plan, take a different route, or avoid 
a situation. Your inner guidance will be 
nearly impossible to ignore this month.

Scorpio
You are gaining clarity about aspects 

of your life and realizing how to access 
more of your power. Plus, it’s your 
birthday season when the sun shines 
favorably, giving you more courage 
and strength to move through this un-
precedented time.

Libra
You’ve navigated changing currents, 

moved through challenging growth 
cycles, and developed strength. This 
month, you have one final exam before 
graduating to a new lesson. Your chal-
lenge will be to prioritize yourself if 
you feel depleted.

Pisces
You don’t have to take on all the chal-

lenges of the world or bear the burdens 
of your loved ones. You are not re-
sponsible for uplifting others or saving 
the day. Your mission this month is to 
stay hopeful and optimistic no matter 
what’s happening in the world.

Aquarius
This month, your mind lets you fly 

to new heights of knowledge, creativ-
ity, and understanding. It’s going to be 
important to have a grounding practice 
to center your awareness in your body 
and connect with nature. 

Capricorn
This month, you are ready to take a 

stand and express your desires to the 
universe and others.
On November 12, Jupiter and Pluto 

meet in your sign. This transit signifies 
a breakthrough - a personal revolution.

Monthly Horoscopes November 2020

Summarized horoscopes are from rachellangastrologer.com



WORKS FROM THE 
MUSEUM COLLECTION

On View through January 3

WOMEN ARTISTS
Celebrating Suffrage

Mary Cassatt, American, 1844-1926, By the Pond, detail, 1898, 
color aquatint and drypoint on paper, 13 x 16 7/8 in., 

Gift of Judge Richard J. and Catherine Clarke Cardamone, 2015.5.3

A s t o n i s h i n g  B r i l l i a n c e
Art, Light and the Transformation

 of American Culture

Arthur C. Goodwin, American, 1864 - 1929, Night Scene, detail, 1890, oil on canvas, 
19 x 24 in., Museum Purchase, 60.196
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